4 THE ECCLESIASTICAL GAZETTE,

the conversion and salvation of thoso who hear,
may esor vouchsafo His presenco amongst you,
and that in tho day when tho Lord of Hosts shall
mako up his jewels, you and all pertaiming to you
may be found bound up in tho bundlo of life by
the Lord our God, and fitted by His Spirst to bo
partakers of thu glory of hia kingdom for over.
Boliove mo to remain,
My dear friends,
Your over faithful and affectiunato pastor,

B. l{unox.

weight, and his influenco produces greater effect
than ia ordinavily tho case in English congrega-
tions, Jlenco, it wo tako an Evglish congregation
and an Indian one, which are equal in nuwbers,
and equal, as {ar as man can judge, in the aggre-
gate amount of their piety and zeal, wo shall
generally find o considerable inequality in the
number of the communicants. “e

In cstimating tho valuc of facts like this, differ.
crences in mental temnperament are certainly to
bo taken into account: mevertheless, we should
not bo doing justice to our Missions if wo did not
attribute o considerable share of tho difference to
tho system pursued. Our people may be more
docile than tho Euglish, but onr system also is
better.  1tis not the custom in any of our mis-
sionnry stations, as it generally is in Kogland,
for peoplo como to tho Lord's Tablo when they
ploase, and keep away whon they please, without
any referenco to character or preparation, coming
urpeepared and going away unblessed.  We have
a godly discipline, nud a regular gystem of in-
struction ond training, similiav to that which in
as pastors, who **speak what wo do know, and | this country prgcedcs Coufirmation, bt_xt gepega\ly
testify what wo have scen,” aro able to testify {8 good deal strioter. At all our statious in Tin-
that there is in Tinneselly, an encouraging amount ! nevely, on the Saturday preeedivg the adnflus.
of genuine picty.  In each of our httle congrega. “I‘MW“ af the Holy Communion, wo areaccustormed
tions Qod hins ** a seed to serve Jhm.”  Thero is ! to hold a ¢“preparatiun,” or preparatory meeting,
s n littlo fluck,” —would that 1 could say they ate twhich all who wish to partake of the communion
notaflock '—of persons who appear to be “called, ! are expeoted to attead.  Frow s dls}ux)co of four
and faithful, and chasen followers of the Lamb;” | or five milos peoplo attend this meeting alnost as
and such persons show the reality of their religion | & matter of course, but peeple wha live at greater
by tho regularity of their attendsnce on thoId‘i“mchs arc indulged with subsidiary * prepara-
meaus of geace, by their zeal in tho acquisition { 1008 nearer home. At theso meetings the
of religious knowledge, by the quict consisten .y | Missionary converses with the intending com-
of their lives, by their devout confidence in God's { Inunicants, catechizes them, explaios to them
care, by their conquest over their caste-prejudices, | whatever requires to be mado clear, prays with
by the largeness of their chanties and in althem—if need be, warns and exhorts them, or
variety of other ways which are quite sotis- comforts a.nd strengthens them, privately—and
factory tu their pastors’ minds.  The existence of endenvors in every way h? can think of, to pre-
this class of persons, though they are still a{pare them for the recoption of the loly Com-
minority evergwhere, is an imwense encourage | Wwubion with a right faith, a reverent mind, and
went to the Christian Msstonary ; for it proves {2 Ively hope. It wmight be expected that the
to him that the Gospel has not waxed old—has ! strictness of this system would deter communi-
not become effete, as sutne peoplo affirm—but 'cants; and yet so far from deterring them,
is utill, ng in primitive Limes, * the power of God, | nothing scems so effectus’ | .o incresse their
and the wisdom of God, ' to the salvation of every | humber; for persons who would not tlunk them-

Gnglfsh Ecclesiastical Intelligence.
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It is greatly to bo deplored that any persons,
whether Europeans or llindas, should remnin
sontent with the empty form, without the sub-
stanco of godliness; aud 1t shiould therefore be
regarded as a special consolation, that we who
havo laboured sn Tinnevelly as Missionaries and

darkneas and dreariness indeed, and I well
remember sometimes sayiong to myself, « Lord, 1
am left alone.” But it was God's-will that I
should notalways beleft alone.  After theschools
camo into full operaticy, nnd especially nfter the
pupils who had been oducated in our Femalo
DBoarding-School beganto tnke their places in our
various congregations, es Christian wives and
mothers, n great improvement began to take
p'~3e, and by and by 1 found myself surrounded
with a baud of mon and women—but espesially
of wornen—whose hienrts’God appoared to havo
touched, oo o

On thd whold, thércfore, I conclude, from m
own experiénco hs well as from tho experience 4f
my Missionary brethren in Tinnevelly, that real
prety towards God does exist amongst our people,
and 18 the same in kind, if not in degreo, with
what we observe in moro highly favored commu-
mties. Wo cannot expect Hinda piety to be
identical in all resperts with English picty; but
wo may expect, and wo actually find, that Hioda
piety is as sincere and real, after its kind, as
English, and ns much superior to the merely rom-
inal religion by which it is surronnded. Many g
person in Christian England, though without God
i the world, aud without o particle of love for
tho Saviour who died for him, exemplifies by his
liigh sense of honor and gentlemanly integrity,
what the indirect influences of many ages of
Christianity can effect ; place beside him a recent
convert from heathenism, and though tho lntter
has bLeen awakened to spiritual life by a vital
spark from on high, and bo sincercly desirous of
following his Saviour, it is well if he does not
suffer in our estimation from comparison with one
who hes so greatly the sdvantage of him in point
of external circumstances. In cstimating the
swcenty of the Ilinda Christian, wo should comy
pare hiw, thercfore, uot with the nominally
Christian Englishman, still less with the real
English Christian, the highest stylo of man, but
with the nominal Christian Hindg, or with the
subtle, cringing, apathetic, conscienceless heathen
hunself, tho inberitor of the concentrated poison
of o hundred generations of heathenism. The
Uospel does not all at onco eradicato natural
dispositions and national failings.  Our Indian

oue that believeth. 5t proses that Chinstianity is | 3¢ives ©it to come 1o the Comnunion itsel, feel no
scruplo about attending the communicauts’ class,
and thus they are gradually led on * from strength
to strength,” till in due timoe they venture to come
to the Tuble of the Lord. .

During the last six maaths,that elapsed before
[ left Tinnevelly, wishin® %o leave: belund me
something that might bo useful 1n my absence, 1}
put togethier the peaycers, instructions, and medi-
tations which 1 kad been uccustomed to supply to

not merely a new doga, or a new society, but new
love, new life; not mcrely » new patch upon an
old garment, or 2 new garinent upon *¢tho old
man,” but the creation of **a new man” in
Chirist Josus.

The existence of a copsiderablo amount of real
Christian picty amongst our native Christians,
may bo inferred from the number of our commu-
nicants. o alingst every portion of our Tinnevclly
missious, the pruportion apparent between the
communicnnts and tho bapuised part of tho
Christian populationisvery remarkablo. Amongst
a Christian population of about 43,000 souls, about
a third of whom are stil unbaptised, the commu-
nicants amount, i1 round numbers, to 5,000.
This gives a proportion of about one communicant
to every aix baptised persons throughout the pro-
vince. In some v.dlages with which I am
acquainted, tho propurtivn 1s one 1 five; and if
thero are not at least oue in cight of the baptised
inhabitauts of a rillage communicants,—that is,
if thore aro vot at least 100 commumeantsin a
villago of 800 baptized inhabitants—~wo are ac-
customed to think the religious condstion of that
village deplorably low. We should form, it is
true, on crroncous impression of the rehigious
prosperity of Tinnevelly if wo looked at these facts
from & purely Euglish point of view. Ttn Hindas,
and other semi-civilized races, have 50 much less
montal independenco and self-relisnce than the
English, and when disposed to act right are so
much more teachable, traotable, and submissive,
that & pastor’s recommendation carries greates

converts, though they have becomo Christians,
have not become Englishmen; they remain Hindgs
still, and that means much.  But whatever their
failings may be, a counteracting impulse has been
brouglt to bear upon them, and they have yielded
thewsclves to that impulse, so thowf-dmeve no fear
respecting the final result.  Both ¢«¢ho leaven ”
and ** the lump” way be inferior to what wo have
now 1n England; but the difference between tho
my people, month by montb, at the preparatory | Indiau leaven and tho Indian lump is cqually
meetings, nud gave the whole for pubheation to | arked and decided, and we may regard it as
our Tinuevelly Book Saciety. The book was: equally certain that in due time the lump will bo
adopted and published by the Book Society, and pervaded by the leaven. The Indian leaven jtself
an edition of 3,000 copics of 1t printed at the 1 also 13 prebably destined to improve in strepgth
Church Mission Press in Palumcottah. May 1 {and virtue,
not say that this is a fact which speaks volumes? ' It is well known that many of the tribes of
ln o province where devils were tho principal ob- { Northern Burope wero converted to Christianity
jects of worship, *where Satan s seat way,” 4,000 { by the sword, or by other methods not more
copies of 2 book intended for the guidance and § creditable to any party concerned 1 the conver-
cdification of commuuicants huve been calied for, § sion, aud that the Christianity thus introduced
and have been printed aud sold.  Surely tins may t was decply tinged with the superstitions and
be regarded as proving that Chriatian picty must § errors of the times; yet in a few centuries the
havo made real progress  Allowing o certam | Christinn leaven wrought #o mightily as to purify
abatement for the mental temperament of the [itself from tho impurities and corruptions which
people, what remains is so considerable aund ! had originally been combined with 1t, and to form
encouraging, as to warrant our saying, * what{in the Northern pations a manliness and truthful-
kath God wrought!™ ness of Christian character, previously unkaown
In my owo district thonumber of communicants lin e world. Reasoning fromn analogy, in o
was at first very small.  For two ycars, amongst | distriot where the people have received the Gospol
sbout o thousand native Christians there was only { from, ou the wholo, & higher order of motives,
ono person, in addition to a few catechists and ) where the faith introduced is that whish was
schoolmasters, to whom 1 fel. myself at liberty tof “onco delivered to the saints,” without super-
administer the Communion. Those were days of { stitious admnixtures, and where the Holy Serip-




