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read words traced, in all probability, eithor at the
time or very shortly afler St. Paul lived in Rome!
In many places crosses wero the only warks upon
.the tombs,—an emblem then, which it needed Chris-
tian courage and coustancy to own!”

And who shall say that it does not need like
courage, and like constancy, really to own the
Cross tiow §

Why should there be God-Fathers?

John.—I havo just come in, Philip to ask if
you will bo so good as to stand godfather to
our little one noxt Sunday; 1 seo the Prayer-
Book savs that we ought not. to put off’ having
our children christened longer than the first or
second Sumlny after their bxrth and ouwrs will
be a weck old to morrow.

Philip.—Why, John, to say the truth, I had
rather not. I used to be ready to stand god-
father to the child of any one who asked me,
becanse it was a neighbourly kind of thing to
do, but I never thonrrht much nbout it. Ilow-
ever, 1 was talking to a man the other day, who
set it before me quite in a now light; he =aid
there ought to be no such things as ﬂ'odfathers
and godmothers, and so I am mchued to tlmxk
now myself.

John—I am sorry to hear you talk in this
way, Philip, for it makes me afraid you have
been listening to some of theéso new- “fashioned
teachers who aro not satisfied with the good old

ways, with having the Bible, and the Pm) er-
Book 1o expliin 1t, but must be for making a
religion for themselves. 1t seems to mo that
the timo has come which S¢. Paul prophesied
of in his 20d Epistle to Timothy. Do you re-
member his words? “'The time will come when
tliey will' not endure sound doctrine; byt after
their own lust shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching cars; and they shall
turn away their ears from tho truth, and be
turned into fables” However, if you do not
like to stand for my child I will*try to get some
one else; but I would rather have liad 3 my own
brother.

Philip.—Oh! I have not made up my mind
about it, but it seemed to me that umro was a
good' deal in what this man said. I shall be
very glad if you can clear it up for me. First
of all, he found fault with there being godfathers
and «odmolhers at all, because he said no ono
could answer for another ierson.

John.—Sujiposing you happened to_be away
from liome, and some one were to come and
ofter you a good situation, provided you, or
sone one for you, would promisé that you should
do your best'to pleaso your emplm er; shoukl
you not think it unkind if néné of your rc..!uom
or neighbours would make the promise for you?

Phxhp —Of course I shoull.

Johu.—Well, the case of a child is something
like this. A poor little infant cannot speak for

‘ments.)

itself, any more than. you could if vou wero
away ﬁom home; and yet we kuow Trom our
Suvionr's own \\'m(ls that e laves to have little
children Lrought to 1lim.  But then it is not
ehough to have them baptized ; if they grow up
they mnst live fike Christians, or else Lho\ wil}
lose all the bewefit of their baptism.  And so it
seems very fit that they should make a promisa
that ‘hey will do so. “Yon sce Baptism is in
ong point of view a covenant or agreement be-
tween God and men, and therefore thers must
be two sides or parties in it: God, on His pait,
mercifully promises to give eternal life, and the
infant, by its sureties, promises to renounce
what God hates, to believe what God teaches,
and to do what God commands.

Philip.—Yes, but if I stand godfather to
your child, how can I tell that when he comes
to grow up, he will approve of having had the
~promisoe made for him,

John.—1It will be his own loss if be does not.
We must do all we can to teach him what n
blessing he will lose if he does not keep his pro-
mise: but if,.in <pilo of all we can do and say,
he still persists in going his own waks, (\\lm,h
God of His merey forbid,) his blood will be
upon his own head.

Philip.—But how can I say for the child, “I
will2”  If he iurns out ever so well, and liv s
eyer such a good life, still there will be many
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times when he will break God's commandments. |-

John.—1 think you mistake the meaning of
the words “1 will.” To *will ™ to do any tlnn
means to wish heartily fo do it; sa that when
the cliild by your month says, «I mﬂ it is
the same as if Le said, *I wish with all my
heart to keep God's holy will and command-
We read thit St. Panl approved of
Christians © readiness to will”™ even when it
was doubtful whether there would Le a por-
formanca-suitable to it. .

Philip—Where do we read that?

John.—In the 2ud Epistle to the Corimlitans,
the 8th chapter.

Phihp.—Well, you have. made it clear so .dl‘,
but thero was -another thing this man said the
other day: he said, ¢ Sixo“ me any xlung about
godf.uheh and godmothcra in the Bible”

Jolm.—There are” many things which il
Christians, from the time of the . Apostles till
now, have nwrced to observe, of which there is
no direct meution in the Bible, There is no
passage of Holy Scripture which tells us to ob-
serve Sl'll(l.l} instead of Satarday, and yet you
would think itvery much like lcluuunrr to the
old Jewish law if s any one weie not to do so.
So you see it is not aliogether necossary that
every thing which Cluidtians do should e spo-
ken of in the Bible. I recoliet 1 was tal King
to our winister one duy about Keeping § Sainty
days, as iUis ardered we should in the Prayer-
Book, and he toid me that nealy two hundred
yours ago theie were sume dissenters who found
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