e TR

1852.]' e Canadian Presvmterian IWagasine,

the purpose of refuting them, and yet he admits that Chndt wrought me-
acles. ‘T'he emperor Julian, who was<once a nonnual Uxm:uu.::n alater
period, regarded miracleaas an example of Chnst’s power and st ns n
physcian, a8 il any medical siall could charm the dutt cold car-of dra'th.
‘I'he early enemies of Chosuamty adaitted thag Chiest wiouzht miracles,
that he lived, died, and even rose agan from the dessd, though they en-
deavoured to tarn asde the farce of thewr aduaone, by reternag s
mizhty-works to divination and magie.  But sodern plilosophy has con-
pletely dispelled these climeras as to mae and, thertore, as ot as
the facts are adimtted, we know that Chrestiamty 14 from God.

1V. ‘The credibility of the New ‘Iestament i demonstiated frem wedern
researches, in cases where the New Testament ssas suppossd-to be mers
vor. ‘I'here are two mstances 1w wlhich the English translators were <o
aure that some error had erept 1nto the sacred teat, that they tran<iated
the Greek word proconsul, by deputy—though the manusenpte and even
aucient versions were all amiinst them.  ‘Phe ficst jostanes ixm Aegs,
xvii 19, It was ohjected that Acham was included in the Roman pro-
vinee of Girecce and the Pelopenncsua; that it wag anade a proviece, not
Ly the senate, but by the cperor, and that, therefore, ns governor onght,
in accordance with Roman usage,-to be styled not a proconsul, but 2 pro-
curator, or deputy.  This objection was long thought-to be unanwwerable,
1ill it-was discovered that Gallio wasthe hrother of the plnlosopher Senvea s
that, through his influence, Acliata was changed into a jrovince, and that
its governor was addressed by the title, Proconsul. “The second matance
in which inaccuracy has been charged upon Luke by cur transtators, 1sin
Actxiii. 7—Sergius Pavlus is calied the Proconsul of Cyprus, where we
would-only-expect to find a practor ; and to avoid the objection, our trana.
Iators have falscly rendered the Greek term, deputy.  RBut-a considerable
number of years ago, & coin was found in the isle of Cypras, having in_the
middle of the reverse the word Cyprus—a®fihe other side, the image and
superacription-of Clandius Cvear, while Comminue Proclus waz procon-
sul, being graven on the cirele round the coin.  Now, thit individual sue
cecded Sergius Paulug, 1 the office of movernor of the idand  These
examples prove, that all- attempts-to-correct-or averthrow the Waord of
God, has hitherto proved abortive, and that- the Word of the-Toord shall
endure forever.

is another instance of wondrous accuracy in Acts xtviil, T

Publius is here-styled the * first man of the island,” and it ha« been asked,
what is-meant by the title? Malta was included in the provinee of
Sicily ; and the praconsu! of that province appointed a Jd-puty w Malia,
Now' here again a coin comes 10 our aid. A medal hasbeen dizeavered,
having a2 Roman Kuight inscribed ou it, named Panlens, with the utle
given by Luke to Publius,—*“the first man of Mal*—another une
doubted vesification of the sacred recorda.  Thue, the tiuth of the Bale
has anly been more strikingly confirmed hy the az<aulic of itg enemics—
The three-fold weapons of argunient, ndicule and persecation have been
turncd against it, but it hia risen superior to every attack, and us contents
have heen more fully proved to be the faithful and true sayvings of God,
The shades of error that obscured ijts light have passed away-sin-
ners have been corrected—saints cdificd——and Jehovah haz prenounced a
blesting upon his accepied people—even life that shall never cnd.

1.
ERRATA.

Tu the February No., page 122, 2ad column, 6th line from hottom—for
Marcus Murelius read Marcus Aurelias, Page 123, 2nd cnl, 21st kne
from bottom, for superiority read inferiority. Do, 18th hne from do., for
weaied read revealed.
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ON THE BOOK OF PSALMS.
BY REV. ANDREW KEXXEDY.,

There is a_rich variety ol matier and composition in the Scriptures.
‘The several books, as historical, prophictic, devational, preceptive, doc-
trinal, practical, or poetic in their structure, ate cach distinguished hy ad-
minable excellencies worthy of their Divine origin,  The baok of Praline
jsonc of the mont wonderfol of the whole, and has ever been highly
esiceped, and diligently made use of by the spiritually minded.  Joha
Knox, the illastrisus Reformer in Scotland, and & man of great and good
mind, found it se beneficial, that he read it carefully vnce a-month ;_and
another cmineat mas declared, ou his death-bed, that it he had her
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1t scems tohave been Davad, wlhio was a great proficient in in<rumental
imsic, and pasaonately fuad of welody, au | had_consecr 1ted hus attain.
tents of this hrad 10 the poblest purpise—the glopficiuen of tiod—it
wremix to hate been K who gave fozn ad svatem tohe emplosment of
s ¢, together with siatable sentument . n verse, m Jehoval's segvice,
D subtless e had been doue prior 10 s dav, bat he broazht the exers
eing fo dar greaier poadec Uy and torssde D maoch of the motenals for 1,
gvded by Divine g ration Fuom lus tnge 1 prasteee contioned to
veerpy a promeaent prace an the servees of the Jew o Conreh, and
thence it was tansterred 1o the Chnstom Chingelt, oniy the simphieiny and
~prstid chiaraeter of she ol dispen=tion, made e e of museal i
stumer t< o be diopped, reaenieg alone the e e of the homan voice—
the finest of all e when rshidy cofmvared , and, when conpreeted with
propee exezesses of wael and heart, the fittest of all orgacs for cefebeating
the Divae prames, and expresang the devont {eelingsand desires of the
sl rewagsda i And a<the eaerece of palmody wax taken trom the
Jowsh mto the Chasttan worsiup, o Ihewase the book of Pralme recerved
Chirian adoptinn, as the matee of the exereine Jesadhiunself, with his
disciples, sung the paaimsy ; they.sung a part-of- them-afier the institution
of the Sneramental Sopper, just before e suffered ; the fiest Christinna
being Jews, would nxtueaily use them ; and thusat is casy to sce liow
they obtained a goneral mtroduction mto the Chrstian Charch.  But
these remarks do uot farly anply that the Psalms alone are allowable in
Christian worstup. “Ihere are other pucces of sacred poetry in the Scrpe
tures, besides the I'salms, and no one can show that the former were not
emploved in the Jewidh service, ng weil as the latter, nor prove that
Chnsuana mav not-use both with-cqual nght 1 nesther does-what hasbeen
atated above foreclose-the discusion of such a question as the, —~\What is
the best mode of adopung the sentiments expressed 1 the Paalma-and in
the Senpruresat larse, to Gospel-worslnp, 2o as to make our-pralmody
most-sutted 2o the Chiistinn economy, and most caiculated 10 accomplish
the end« 10 be ganed by n-—the adonng and prasing of God by e peo-
ple of Clinst, and the promotion of prety i their souie?  Here, enlight
ened and hberal thinkmyr wen will-adunt, that there 15 scope for inquiry,
and for the exercise of the frredomn wherewith Chnst hath- made his
people free,

A question readily arizez conceming the Book-of Pealtma—wlio was its
author ! 1t menerally goes by the namce of the Paalms of David, hat he
wa2 not the <ole pemman of them, though certamly of a lazge part of them.
Hener he s styled, 2 Sam xxan. 1, * The sweet palnst of Teracl?
Some of the Talidulie Jewrdi-waters attribute the Psalins to ten differ-
cnt authors, v+, 5 Adam, whoe they say. but n.t on good grouuds, com-
posed the 92ad Paaln; Abmahiam, to whom they give the name of Ethan,
and asenbe te lum the 30tz Mao<es, Asapli, Heman, Jeduthun, and-the
three sons of Korah @ these are nwe, aad the tenth 15 David, of whom,
| liewever, they allege that he was merely the collector of the Pealms into
1 one volumie or hook,  But this epinzen of theirs rests on na proper-foun-
i dation,  As to Adam beng shie avthor of the 320d Psalin, a slight cxam-
inat.on of s snucture, will be sufficient to convince any one that jt is of
much later date than the tume of the Father of ucall; and it is-very un-
warrantable to affinn that David- was only the collector of the Paling:
tor he is repeatedly spoken of 1 the New Testament as the writer of-at
Ieast several of them.  Chust hunsell thus sefers to him in Mat. xxii. 43,
and Mark xii. 365 the Aposiie Peter makes a sinular refcrence to him
w Actsan 3,30 In Acts v, 25, 26, he it mentioned ac the author of the
ir. Psalm, and in Heboiv, 7, as the author of the xcv. Pealin : and many
of them evidently bear much reference 1o the eventa and trials of his-very
chrequered life, as 10 afford internal evudence that he composed them,
while pouring out his heart unto Gad, eith*r in prayer for deliverance
from impending evil and danger, or in thanksgiving and praise for de-
liverance, as lhaving been realued.

A much better opinian respecting the authorship of the Panlens is, that
their pemuen were Moses, David, Sol , Asaph, H , Ethan, Jcd-
wiliun, and the three sonx of Koral, and doubiless others were also em
ployed by the Spirit of God in inditing these divine songs, capecially as
some obvinusly appear, fiom thar contents, to have been writien cither
during or afier the Babylunian capuvity, But whoever were the partic-
mar holy men who gave themn 10 the Clwich, as they were moved Ly the
t Haly Ghost, they are all the product of his inspiration ; and thercfore, as
. hax been-well remarked, ** whether David or any other particular pro-
i phet was employed as the in nt of « icating 1o the Charch
i ;:ch a'r;d -such a-particular-Paalm, 15 a2 question which, it it cannot always

year 1o live, he would spend it in reading the Pralme and Paul's Epistles.
The object of the fullowing obeervations, though coming far xhort of

the subject, is to throw some light on this preciovs portion of the Diviac |
Word, and 10 give a few -tulen-for-the profitable perusal ofit. May all |

the readers of the magazine be Scripture readers, and disposed 10 act up-
on the directions given by twe inepired Apostics,—* is any merry? let
him sing plms.”  Speak:-te yourselves_in pralms, and_hymns, and
spiritusl sengs, singing and making melody in your heatt 1o the Lord.”

era the book-in Hebrew, iy Sepher rehillim, that is, the
hook of praises or hymns—the prajecs of God being their chicf, though net
their only wsbject-matter, Osr word ** pmlm™ is of Greck otigin, It
signifies a , becsnec U compasitions, as wacd among the Jews
in public wership, and private devetios, were sccompanicd with the music
of . d’-dd-nmtg. It is likewise called the
poclter ; from the pualiery, one of the musical instrements, & kind of harp,
Slong -with the autes of which these songs of the Lerd were sung.

ily answered, necd not disquiet our minda.  When we dig-
| cen in an epustle the well-known hand of a fiiend, we are net soliciiens
i about-the pea with-which it was written.
In our Bibles most of 1the Paalms have titles prefized :0 them, necrib-
; ing them 1o particular writers, especially 1o David, and oficn_stating the
accesians on which, or the prrposes for which, they were —
Tiat these titles are not to be considercd as a pait of 1he original text, or
of canonical-authority. They appear 10 have been_ added 10 their res-
-pective Pralors 5 W particalar inrinaces, they may., of may not be cerrect.
Consequently they do not scrve 1o determine positively the writing, and
the time, or the citcumstances of the Pealme with which they- stand con-
nected,  Three things inest be ascerained, as far as it _is pomibie to do
#0. by investigating the Palm itself, and by compariag it with such parts
of the Old Temasment history as it-scems 10 bear wpon. Het ia
cares c:?e:m jsall we can atiain, a:;lu’bu Leen already mated, cer-
_taimty oft inte in question is vot of carential importance. It should
“be sefficient l: w 10 know hat the Spirit- of the Lord is the resl au-
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