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those wvho did, aftcr some timc witlîdrew for tiiese reasons: First,
Il3ecausc tuie assenibly was prohibited by the royal proclamation."

Second, 1- Jccause tho inembers of the asseînbly were not chosen by
jthe clergy, and therefore could not appear au thecir represeuitatives."1

Third, Because tlîcir was a mixture of laity w'ith the elcrgy, bc-
cause the divines asscmblcd wcre for the mnost part of a puritanical
stanup, and their business. as they ap1 )rchended, was to pull down that
whic r they would uphiold."

Very difféet charaeters arc givon to thcsc divines by cecclesiasti-
cal writers. Perfiaps thcy are all exaggcr-ated. )Vc shall, however,
grive the statemint of one on each side. Lord Clarendon says "About
twcenty of thecin wcrc reverend aud worthy persons, and episcopal in
tlîeir judgmcents ;but as to tlie reinainder, t.hcy wec but pretenders
to divinity. Sonie w'c infainous ini their lives and conversations,
and lnost of theni of very înceýa parts and learning, not of scandalous
ignorance, nor of no otlhur reputation than of malice to the church of
Engl;tnd(." Mr. Baxter, on tlic other hand, aflhîins, Il thcy werc1- ilon
or euîinent learning, goluesninisterial abilities and fidlelit.y?'-

1 As politicians. wc niay say. froin their works, that they did flot under-
stand flic principles of civil liberty, for 'I they would alloiw no tolcra-
tion to those whonm tlîey called sectaries ;" and bad they understood
the Christian religion tbey would nover have assembled in king -ien-
ry VIIFs chapel tohlelp the parliamnent to niake a creed tlîat woul
be the mecans of attaching the Scotch parlianient to the Enghishi in
carrying on a war a-ainst thicir kingr; nor, indeed. would thcy ever
liave been induced to meet for the purpose of establishing any creed
or forin of discipline for any conmmunity hiolding the apostolie wvritings
as of divine origin. MVc sli. 11 resurne this narrative in our ncext.-
Every thing we have stated or iuay state ou this subjeet is dcrîvcd

ifroin the moý-t authentie source. Wre plcdgc ouirselves for the accu-
racy of every fact stated on h istorical grounds. the vouchers bcing Of
the lhighest reputation as historians.

TIIUTII AND NEWS FOR ALL RAES
Milton1, Queen's CountIy, Nova Scotia,

August 2Ist, 1852.
DEÂAR BROTHEaL OLIPIIANT:-I have often thoughit of contributing

somethiug foi' the pages of the Chzristian Banner, and from various
considerations; which it is flot neeessax-y to enumierate, have as oftenl

dlyd it. Iîîdced I know flot hiio niueh longer I rnight bave con-
tiudto '-resolve and re-resolve," Lad not your very acceptable let-

ter reininded mie of my intention.
You wisiî to knowv in Canada, sornething of the state of the cause of

the Lord in Nova Seotia. I fear I shînîl not be able to meet your
anticipations iih this miatter, xny knowledge of it being quite Iimîted
in consequence of bcing obliged to confine rny labors alinost exclusively
to Milton and vicinity. i visited Cornwallis and Falmouth last winter,
howevcr, and can say sometbing in reference to the stateo f things in
that region. In the former place the brethren are still holding fast,
thiougli there are but a few of theun. Time was when the word, of thie


