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tance of the subjcct matter, we feel authorized in giving them somethingi
more than a more passing notice. Lot us inquire, in the first place
vihat is ineant by the earnest exhortation.

Certainly it docs not na that those addrcssed bad the power, inde-
pendently of Goa, to effct their salvtion. Thei -'dio1c seope of the
discourse, in whiclî the Apostie Iabored to convince thein thiat thiere was
a Saviour providcd for thein, forbigis such au interpretation. It must
bc undcritood, likec ail ut1her.ser!ptures ou the subjeet of inman's delive-
rance froni i and deatli, in lharioiiy with the fundanental and univcr-
sal truth, that salvation is lvy grace;, and that there is n other namoe or
mneans by whichi any mn eau be saved but by the naine of Jesus Christ.
MWok, and pray, and thini-, and fceel, als mlucil a.ý any imnan ean, it is in-
vari:ibly truc, that "lhe that biatht the Sou biath life, and lic that biath
not the Son biath miot life."1 Mhat then is nicant by the injunction,
"Save yourselves VI

It is evident thiat, notwith.tanding Chri>t is a perfect Saviour, lie
do.2s not save evorybudy. T1houýands of ilion live and die withi the offer
of salvatiou sounidiing in thecir cars, and go to everlasting perdition.
The reason is because they wilI uiot accelt of salvation ou the ternis
upon whieh it is £,flèrcd. And why wut î lîcy not? Various recasons
iniglit be as>ignedl, if we wcm*c to go into a rigid analysis of the iwhole
matter, but the great, coutrolling and ail absorbincg one, is that they
are under the infliience of an Il untoward generation."1 ThuS it was
on the day of Pentecost. Thle oeitue f Lte OLa Testament identiffed
Jesus Christ. The rites and eureiuoiiies of the J«cwb' reli-iou identifled
1dmn. lus oivn miracles idcntified 1M. And noiv, the Perceptible, as-
tonishing, and mnost signifieaiit miracle, iupon the hieads and tongues of
the Aposties, idcntified bini as thie Clirist, tbe Saviour of the ivorld.
But notwithstandiîîg ail thiis, the great body of that genmation bedieved
not. The scribes, the lawyers, the duetors, the learned and influential
nien of ail sects and parities, those w1'ho set tliemselvcs Up as teachers of
religiou and patterns cf hioliness, cioscd thecir cyes, and cars, aud hearts,J
igainst ail this testimuony, and with inarvellous perversencss rejected
flic counsci cf God agaiust thiemseives. They were an ittoîotrd, that
is, a perverse, an ngovernable and indocile generation. -Now it fsJ
ec ident that so long as any nian was uindor thoir influence, ho wvould re-1
ject Jesus Christ ; and henace the only pobsibility for him to avail him
self cf the saivation offered in the gospel, was for him. first to free, or
CCsave himseif from them."


