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8 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER,

Ilc was introduced into the world by a convoy of angels who, return-
ing, sung a soug +''' then unsung. The heavenly cadences that
roached the earth »e ¥ glory to God in the highest heaven. peace on
earth, and good wili to men.”  The infaut Jesus was no doubt the
Messtah.  T'liere was no mistake; there could be noune. Proplets
filled with God's own inspiration, had named his birth-place and care-
fully noted the circumstances and the time ofhis appearance centuries
before. They lad sketehied, to>, his very furin and features, and
recorded with Listuric accuracy the events of his eventful life.  1le
answered to the prophesies. Besides, hislife, discourses, and miracles
are every way worthy the plenipvtentiary of IHcaven, and of them-
selves carry conviction to thoughtful minds that lie was sent from
Gud. Thecvidences of his Messiahship drawn from these sources,
acquire a brighter lustre and a mightier strength as e approaches
the goal on which salvation scews tremblingly suspended. Bat his
death and the events connceted with this riost momeuntous eveut. at
last, demovustrate the proposition on which the scale of redemption
turns, and the mighty intelligences of the universc are relieved from
their lung suspense by the successful issue of an hour around which
cternity revolves.  The past points to it The futyre unrolls from
it. The eveuts of no other hour are so iutimately conneeted with the
past and the future, with tine and eternity, with God and wen, with
our decpast woes and our highest joys in this world and the world to
come, as the mysterious events of that hour in whicl Jezus of Naz-
areth cried, “ It is fiaished” and thien yielded up his spirit. This
was the hour and the power of darkness. Different ard contrary
purposes were accomplished by wicked men and the cver blesmed God.
Men thought to dispreve his clalins to the Messiahship by putting him
to death. They siceeeded in nailing him to the c.ess, and no doubt
congratulated themselves on the success of their scheme. But ah!
the blindness o men.  For paradoxical as it may seem, their succesy
was their failure. and their trivmpl their overthrow, for the accom-
plishment of their purposes was their frustration. Tle claimed to be
God’s Son.  They thought by this slow murder to disprove his claims
and prove Lim to be an imposter. But his death was the strongest
proof of the truth of these claims. It accomplished the prophesies
and fulfilled the types. They expected too, to maintain the Lonour
and perpetuity of their law against him who they thought was alout
to destrov it ; but by the very meauns of his death that law was abro-
gated. ‘Fill that momentits representative institations had an efficacy
but now it had accomplished its purpose and served to bring in a
better hope, and then the shadowy dispensation fled away forever —
Then the first will was taken away that the second might be estab-
lished upon better promises. Mysterious and important hour ! the
eentral point in the dia] plate of time. Four thousand years were
not too long to prepare the universe for its developement. Great
was the responsibility resting upon the meck sufferer on the Roman
cross, and e fully realized it. A thousand prophecies and a thou-
sand types were to be fulfilled in order to the successful accomplish-
ment of the mighty plan,—a single failure now and all is lost = All
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