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lil)crality alnd meal ln sustaillni and PrprO-latiiig the Gospe1, Nwere laudffed to
the skies. Metiiodism liad niow a naine to ]ive, andi, Nwilmih is fitr better, ià Nas
truly alive: alive to ud, alive to duty, alive to the claimis of a, perislinig

Nom-), 1 do ilot say that Methîodisiii bias fallcu from thiis ]igh, digunity ; I
(Io inot say tmat it bas lost ail its vitality aid becoîneu but '« a, w'bitud seputlclir ;"
but. 1 (0 Say that it is iiow p)as.siig( tlîroughl the miost perilous part or its
history. It i5 110w eiigaged iu w'orking- out the problenu Nhetlîer it is possible
foi- a churcli emjoying a large mesr U oll n'seiy andi ]iovilig
iii the emîervatimg atmnosphiere of pojîîlar favor to presurve intact iti spiritual
vitality and piower. I do iiot.s-ay it camniiot be donc: w'e '< eau do ail thiumgs
tliroughi Christ Jesus stremigtheuiiimg " uis; but if Methiodisiii suct!eeds iii tAmis
experiimeut, and, as a eltw12,Cl, inainitains its spiritual life uimipaired,1, at mi1 île
the Iirst instance (of the kind iii the bistory of the w'orld. Wliat says

eedenstcalliiýstory? It says that flie pruimitive Chur-cl Possessed the largeiÀ
amoionut of vitality wvhi1e eiîduriug Lihe iiiost grievous i>ersecutioîîs; 'ulat,
atltiingli iliany of iLs adimerents3 "« had trial ot cruel îniockiings anmd scouri s,*"
and inamy more sealed their testiimnony witli thieir blood, yet thatA lo fel as
dew uponl the truith, and mlade it Ilourish thie more. But w'hein, îîmstead otf its
siiimle-hie.rted trust ili God it leaiicd on die aria of iîîîperial Constanitiie,-
whien, inistead of worslîipping on mniouitaiiu sides andl in demis anid caves of the
eartli, iLs 'vorslîip was perlormied iii stately temples led by gorgeously apparefled
priests, the life- anîd pow'er of Chiristianity speedily departeci, -and the pure
liglît of inispired truti '%vas quexîched by the darkiicss of the most dreadfil.
apostacy thiat ever shut up the kîgoaof hleavei froi men. .111d Nlienl,
arter centuries of darkness, the lighit of trutliagi d-~ndUO uoe u
Chuirch, thiough fecble and pcrseciited, p)Ossessedl a vitality aýgainist, whichi ie
power of :Romne and of the lEmipire was exerted ili vain. But \%.'heni persecuition
,ahated, auld. 1rotestanitisiui wvas recogixed by 1law, the purity of its doctrinies
and the Sl)iritilzlity of iLs worshiip "vere SouMI supIplauited by abounding error
and almost universal fornîality. Let lie, noL, I repeat, be imisuîîderstood. I (Io
noL say thiat a chiurcli to be pure ini doctrinie, ini discipline, and iliire, muust be
botm poor and persecuited; but I (Io say that wvithi every iiicreasc of outw'ard
prosperity conies increased peril, and thiat the emjoyiîîeut of peace auJà of
the wor1l's fatvor should. be regarded. as a luii.l eaul to redoubled wzitchiftulness,
aild tcuifold meal.

CONSCIENTIOUS LIBEmuILTY.-JOIII Frederick Oberlimi, a miiîister of the gospel
iii Fraîîce, liappoîîing; to rend ont, day, w~ith mîore attenition timan usuial, thle accouxits
of the titiies iii the books of Moses, was so struck 'vith soiîe of tiiemu as to, resolve
from that mîomîent to devote timuce tities of ali lie possessed to the service of God and
Uhc poor. The reso)lutiomi wvas nio soommer uiado thami put into execuitiomi, for whlatever
Oberlini coîiceived it t6 bc bis duity to do, lie conscieîitiousily and without deLty set
about iL. Froni tumat periodl tili the en~d of liii hUe, evemi durii the inost calaiitous
sem~ons of the Pcvoluition, hio always scruîpuiou-Jy adhered toe ic u, and ofteii said
timat lie abounded in. -vealtli.


