
CHURCH AND HOME. -Gi

both deep) and dificut-the Gospel
of John ; but it was mOSt I)enefiçial
to our ýouls, even if w*e did pass the
depths rather lightly. Blunyan kcpt
us engaged for somne delightfül
montlis with bis ",Pilgrriim's ProgIress"
and Il J-lJ War." 1No su)ject, e1ver
comimanded snicb interest and atten-
tion as the Il Pilgrimi," and I would
give almost anytbing for another sucb
book. We also tried our band at
Jonathan Edwards' ", History of Re-
demiption" w'ith great henefit. And
at present we are engyaged on a study
of1 the ",Life of Jesus" as recorded
in N'athew. At times we turn aside
to consider wvhat the church is doing,
among the heathen, on the Contin-
cnt, in the Colonies, or for the Lord's
ancient people the jews. And at
other tinies we hiave made attenl)tS
to deal with work amongr the Young,
so that Sabbath-school teachers may
feel an iInterest in our week-night
meeting.f

Arrangemenits by wbichi the choir
bias its weekly J)ractice of sacred
mnusic )n tbe sanie igbft, and busi-
niess connected w'ith the Sabbith
school also, have induced tbe younig
folks connected with these depart-
ments to take an-interest in the rneet-
ing. Long ago we concluijed that
it was unwise to bave a multitude of
mneetingrs during, the week in congre-
gations outside the city, at ary rate
iviien the meetings are suchi as to at-
tract the saie people night after
night. Eveni cottage meetings tend
to distract, althoughi they are inii -
selves valuable aids to congregational
life and wvork, and as a nmeans of
bringing in the non-churclhgoing are
l)robablY unparalleled. Many find
it to be impossible to spare more
than one igh-t a 'eek front home,
and it is flot always wise or safe to
urge themn to do so. Surely all our
mneetings are intended ultimately to
niake the home more Christian, and
t .o enable the wvorshippers at theni to

fulfil theïr home relationi more efféc-
tivelv. ht is nio smlall test of the
greautneness of bier profession of
Christ, whien a mother or dauighter
stays at home froni liveiy and inter-
estingy meeting., to attend to the
humbler and quieter wvork of the
homne. "My exlpeiieiice bias becn,
howvever, that there are compara-
tively few wvho found it impossible to

llv ne night: whien tbe), bad made
up) their minds to try it.

Having been urged by sonie to
thirow,. oipen our p)rayer meceting, and
niake it miore of a conferenice, t
yielded, and wve gave it «: trial. 1
ami botind to sa.y -that it wis flot suc-
cessful. For a timie, it is truc, a new~
interest sprangl up, but very soon the
speaking wvas Ieft to twvo or thrce,
%vlho niade very littie l)rClaratiofl,
and had rarely anything freshi to say.
W\e also tried this plan in a somie-
wvbat, modified form, by allowing a
quarter of an hour for remiarks after
or before the minister's address, with
equally unsuccessful resuits. Our final
plan is something like this, and it
bias proved itself on the whole the
lea-st objectionable : the first haîf-
hour is wvhoily given over to praise
and prayer; it is the prayer inzeting
pre and simle. After the op)cning
hymn, the ruirister leads in prayer;
then another hymn, followed by tvo
short prayers, and so on until the
timie 15 up. The second haif hour
is occupied with expositioni or ex-
hortation, iollowed by a closing hymn
and the benediction. After some
lengthened trial this plan approves
itself zabove ail others. People ser
to enjoy it. They hiave been w'ork-
ing liard all day, and corne together
flot te talk but to rest and think and
pray ; and if we could but give thein
sucli food as their soul desiréth, ive
think there would be noilack, of peo-
ple at the mnid-week meeting.

( Coiiec/ided.)


