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Ghiost ''-uiledl -,irlhbis influiences, and aiso
'%itli a1 spirit of fervent al ievolut thanks-
giving. %as' flot thre q1uestioni of verse forry-
tliru, contaîn air ack rowlgen t u'Ea
beth's corisclotis inferioritv ru lNIar% (as tire
morfier (if ouir lor(,> siihl-r tu th:îit zifrer-
warls inadc 1) v Joh n tu Christ 1 andi îia
it nlot aisýo inliplv lEiizaheth's recugnition of
the trutlî of thc fticarriation ? 'Bicssed is
ohie that believed "-tire first h)eatltud(e of
the Nev Tlestamecnt, anîd, in a certain sense,
the rout of' ail tire rcst. Elizabeth, 'vhile
extolling tie iicssedness of Nlary, was un-
(iotfiefflv reliceei îîg wvîth compassion on
thie condition of zavharias, Nv ose unhIIelivf
had 'ccii rcl)roved with toss of specci,wlc
the hclieving Mfari' ias enteritng her bouse
with jovful salutation. Thouigh nlot indis-
perist',,Iy neccssarv tu Mary, yct; the words
of assuirance tiuît the tispr isdshould
lic ail ftilfihled, must have been niost gladly
welcoîued, and niust hiave proved a confirm-
ation of lier fairli.

Vv. 46-.e6.-Marv's beautiful liyma pours
forth frum bier hclic'ving becart; iu rcply to
Blizahicti's psairn-iikc saluatation. 'fic soi]g
iscariy nu caiefuiiy prepared hvnfor
the oeec.sion, but bîîrsts forth s pontancotisly
as the unpremeditated outpouring, of dleep
ciuotion-the outburst of a joyful faith.
Shie owns Christ as lier Lord and Saiir,
she is bis haudinaden, ani owns lier -low
estate " as binch, thereby, beforehiand, as it
wcre, dîïsc-Iatniing that ivurship which Ro-
man Catholies biaspliemously give lier.-
With licr ivhole heart and' with ail lier
powcers sbe exaits and glorifies bier Lord-
"'My soul doîli magnifying the Lord." In
rca(iin& lier hymn we Pre frequenriv rcmnind-
ed of the songs of Hannah and bavid, of
Mîriamn and Deborah, matnifcs-ting that she
was wcli versed in the Oid Testamuent Scrip-
titres. She celebrafes the grace of God in
verse fortv-cight. The covenant-pronaise,
CI In thee shail ail nations of the earth lic
blesed," rmade originaily f0 Abraham, is
now applied particularly to hierseif. Ail
nations wvouid lie blessed in her as the ina-
mediate progenitor of the MNessiali. In vi'.
49-54, God's omnipotence, bis boliness, his
mercy, bis love, his justice and his faithful-
ness, are ail ceiehrated. God is the '<mighty"
-the Alinighty One, and <"shows strenjth
with- bis arm." He is the Iloly One, and
IlHoly is bis name." lie ib the Mereiful
One, for CIHis tender mercies are over ail
His works." Hie is the Loving One, and
"IMis love in from everlasting." Me in the
Just One, the " just G'.od and yet the justice
of the ixngodiy." He is the Faithful One,
his faithfuiness in everlastirtg, front genera-
tion to genexmtion,-ft covenant.keeping, a
rovenant-remcmbering, aecovenant-fulfilling
God.

Lcs soNSB.
1. The contrait betwecu the introduction

of the O11 andl N'ew Testament rovenm-.i.tis.
il e 011 initroffleedî withl e-ircutamîbtllces of

Ifear ani terror,-the nlev, la irs vur' first
appea»raiîce, is grered wvith son-., of praise
ami jov.

2. *lit the sougs of Elizallerl and
Mîar v are Uli of the perua'io -lsi the
Messiahla is t he the headl of thp prophletic
h)rotlheriiood, the source of temrporal as Nvell
ias sjpirittual l)rosp(erit%, ru Israei, tlic iehIesr
lilessing to the %vorid, the highest gîfr of
--race, tire supreme manifestation of, the
giorv of God

: That ail wuho are the truc suhjî'cets of
divine -rare in the hieart, uvili ina!iifeat it
lu the lifé, and uvill he aluvays readv ru re-
cogynize and iiaeknowledc the sover-cin, the
uistinpguishling, the electing. love of God, in
tue matter of their own personai saivation.

THIRO SABBATII.

SU13CT : Bitt of John the Baptist.-
Lake i. 57-80.

Mary remaincd with Elizabeth three
monthas, but left prohabiy hefore tie hirth
of Johin and returned to Nmzaretli, from
ivhich she hiad speediiy te retrace bis srcps
to Bethlehema.

Vv. 57, 58.-The divine promise to Za-
charias is fulfillefi. John is horn. Eliza-
beth's friends rejoice with lier over the
"igreat înercy " of God upon lier. We
should lie ready always te rc)oire sincerely
whcn our friends are fau'oured of God.

V. 59.-Circuincision 'vas the sigen of
God's covenant with his people. Sec Gen.
xvii. 10-14, and Lev. xii. 3. The child
was to lie circumcised on the eighriî day.
It %vas a sign and token of spiritual grace,
like haptisîn, and no good Jew negierted
the duty of thus devoting bis chiid tO Goa.
It was not essential to salu-ation anv more
titan is baptism. IlThey came "y-any
Israeiite couid perform the eremony.-
"4.fter the name of his father "-this was
not the custom among theJews, but in this
case it was te lie done because Zacharias
wonld have no other son te bear bis name.

Vi'. 60-64.-lie was caiied the divineli'
appointed naine, John, " Jehovah's gift.'
(Join the iast clause of ver. 63 te ver. 64.
The cause of their wonder was that Zacha-
rias 's mnouth was opeaed.) The first use
to which lie put it was to praise God.

Vi'. 65, 66.-God's band was uianifest in
ail the circunastances, hence this Ilfear "
and anxions curiosity. John was boru
probably at or near Hebron.

V. 67.-The prophecy of Zacharias was
uttered on the very day of cireirmeision.
Hie spake of events shortiy b appen.

V. 68.- Visite? and redkeeed-God had
resoived to do no, and thre prophet realizes
by faith the unses aud future, as if it were
present. This refers te thecoming of Christ
-ii birth, which wus to take place lu les
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