EVENTS

Wils 1 set Jagnes with his back against
he inner wall of wu vnthonse, and sndden
he dashed the contents ot the water-jog
ver bis head and shonlder:. For mo-
ent the deonken man sceemed to slon~h
e fuwes of the lignor a< a - nake slonghs
is skin: be shivered and men sap-
prted lvim
“Huppen we can ‘alk to him now, "’
n said, —*‘Listen, Robert Jaqnes. We're
ving home,  We're going (o find thee o
h' road wi' aent i’ thy heosd, livging
If anvbody ~mells tpee, we
a' gi'en faee a brandy. Thon
sna been nigh th' *Hermit' to-night: we
pst thee o' th' road.  There's th' trough
in thou dvesna nnderstand—And now tell
pe what answer thon'll ha' when foik ask
hee ahioat Siephen Tait,'’
Jaques teeth knorked together in the cold
ind: a burst of moonlicht showed his

ce very white: thenm the shed was dark
an
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+sav 1 ha'nn beeu to th' *Hermit' to
ight. "’

Nowhere nigh. Come, ye
and, man, "’

Jaques put hig hand on Yis head.

“*And whv dinna’ ye coms to th ‘Her;
1t" Wilson demanded.

“Thon kens, William—me and Christo
her were mates—''

maun nnder

1319

**We dinna want th' answer thou'll gie
to ng, for we ha'na nask thee. What wilt
#ay to others? I'll tell thee. Thon'll say
these words: 'A man wi' a wife and
bairns canna spend money i’ drink." ‘‘Say
ie."”

Aunin Jaques made tue pitiful gesture
with his hand to his injured head, and
in doing s» noticed the handkerchicf
about his wrist. ‘I mind smnmat ,’ he
said iv A low voice:*'I canna think for my
head warking. What did ye ask me?"’

The gnestion was repented sternly and
daques gaze a lond ery

1 ha' done it [ ba’ done it—1
shonld—I never could ho'd, drank

YA man wit oa wife and
spend wmoney i drink’

“Dinpat, Wil-on. dinnat. |
been drank; but tell me, i’ th'
God, ha' I «aid thm ¥

Agnin the moonlight broke forth. It
lighted the face of Jaques brilliantly : the
faces of the other men wera lost in the
darkness cf the shed. -

Then Wison’s voice wa+ heard

kenned |

bairus canna

Len I ha'
uRme o

‘'Has he said it?”

And from the darkness came the voices of
the men as they muttered, one after an-
other, “‘N'ay, if he di’, I didua hear
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