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Psychic Researchi.

Sir WVilliam Crookes, President, British Association, said in
his Presidential address at Bristol:

"tUpon one other interest 1 have flot yet touched-to, me the

weightiest and the farthest reaching of ail. No incident in rny
scientific carecr is more widely knowvn than the part I took many
%vears ago iri certain psvch.-ic researclEs. Thirty years have

l)assed siîîce 1 publishied an account of experiments tending to-
show that outside our scientific knowvledge there exists a Force

exercised by intelligence differing froni the ordinary intelligence
common to mortals. This fact in my life is of course wvell un-

derstood by those wvho honored nme with the invitation to be-
corne your President. Perhaps among my audience some may
feel curious as to whether 1 shahl speak out or be sulent. 1 elect
to speak, altliough briefly. To enter at length on a stili debat-
able subject would be unduly to insist upon a topic which--as
WTallace, Lodge, and Barrett have already shown-though not

uinlitted for discussion at these meetings, does not yet enlist the
interest of the mnajority of niy scientific brethren. To ignore
the subject would be an act of cowardice-an act of cowvardice I
feel no temptation to commit. To stop short in any research

that bids fair to wviden the gates of knowledge, to recoil froni

fear of difficulty or adverse criticism, is to bring reproach on
Science. There is nothing for the investigator to, do but

to go straight on, ' to explore up and down, inch by inch,
with the taper his reason; to follow the Iighit ivherever it

miay lead, even should it at times resemble the will-o'-the-

wisp.' I have nothing to retract. Indeed, I might add much
thereto. 1 regret only a certain crudity in those early exposi-

tions wvhich, no doubt justly, militated against their acceptance
by the scientific world. My own knowledge at that time scarcely

extended beyond the f ict that certain phenomrena newv to science

hiad assuredly occurred, and wvere attested by my own sober
senses, and, better still, by aut-omatic record. 1 w as like some
twvo-dimensional being wvho might stand at the singul arIpoint
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