
Devoniait lanlts.

Neither of the species exhibit distinct fructification. Certain
obscurely cuneate carbonaccousspots attached to the sides of the
branches of P. pincqs are, pcrhaps, of this character; and the
objcct rcpresented in fig i , -vhich appears to be thus attached,
xnay be an example in better preservation than usual. It consists
of four thick ianceolate, leaves or bracts with single midrib, arising
frorn a fiattened carbonaceous patcli, wliich shows traces of similar
leaves on its surface. These leaves or bracts have evidently
enclosed the fructification of some lycopodiaceous plant; and
fromi their association -with. «Pilpto2 PrccsIread a s
highly probable, though by no means ccrtain, that they belong to,
that spccics.

The thizoniata of Psilohyto& pincTps occur in situ in a
number of argillaceous beds, ini a inanner which shows that they
crept in immense numbers over flats of sandy dlay, on which their
gyracefuil stemis must have formed a thick, but delicate, herbage,
rising to the heiglit of fromn two to four feet. The rhizomes and
the bascs of t'îie stemns may possib]y have beeii submerged; but I
should infer, fromn the appearance and structure of tlue latter,, that
tlîey were rigid, woody, and perbaps brittie. In many beds in
*whlich tlue rhizomes have not been distinctly preservcd, the
-vertical rootlcts remain, producing an appearance very simular to,
that of the Stigymarian under-lvs of' the coa1-ineasurcs. Sir W.
E. Logran lbas notcd in his detailed snctions numnerous cases of this
kind.

Whnbroken into fragments and imperfectly preserved, Psilà-
I)hytoLpliccps presents a varicty of deceptive appearances." When
perfectly compressed in sudh a manner as to obliterate the mark-
iugs, it miglit bc regarded as a dichotomnous fucoid or a fittened
root. _When decorticatcd and exhibiting faint longitudinal strioe,
it presents, especially -%vhen the more slender branchlets are
broken off, the aspect of a frond of Scitizopteris or Tric7uonza2itcs.
Whien rendercd hollow by dccay, it forins bifurcating tubules,

which~~~~~ «ih ergrd- stis of some tree with the pith
removcd. Lastly, the yon plants might be mistaken for ferns
iii a state of vernation. In ahl conditions of preservation, the
stemis, rhizomes, and rootlets, if separatcd, nigbit be rcfcrred to dis-
tinct genera. I have littie doubt tiierefore that many imperfeùtly
preserved Devonian plants of this general forim, noticed under
varJous mnmes by authors, may belong to this genus, and some of
them, to the species above described. Iu particular I may refei-"


