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haps be more justly expressed, than in the language
of our Danish sovereign Canute : —** First, above all

say that we have visited every family under our care
once, or even three or four tines, during the year ?

—

ity of shutting out from the chamber of the dying, the
iminister wham God h«th appointed to warn or to conv

things to love one God, and maintain one Christian Nay ! It is not the frequency but the usefulness of sole him,(as the case may require,) in that awful hour!

faith unanimously ; to love and honor the King ; and'
to study always, by every mesans, bow.to advance|
the nationusl welfare, and Lbow to exalt the true Chris-'
tian Faith.” |

Great cause indeed, the greatest cause, we have!
for humble gratitude to the God of our Farhers, that!
‘‘ the true Cbristian faith” bas been so firmly estab-!
lished in our country. . But proportionably great is!
our responsibility to that divine providence, which,
has given us so exalted a rule of life. And well does!
it deserve our scrious con-ideration, what account we|
shall be prepared to give, not merely in the trials'
which wnations and individuals undergo in this world,’
but at that bar of ¢ the Judge of all the earth,” were:
Britons, Saxons, Danes, who perhaps once perished:
fur their 8'ns, shall ‘¢ rise up and condemn’” the un-
faitbful and unprofiiable of a far more enlightened and
bighly favoured generation,

DUTY OF PAROCHIAL VISITATION.
Extracts from a charge addressed to the clergy of Ken-
tucky, by the Right Rev. B. B, Smith, D. D.

¢ The end of our ministry towsrds the people of God,
remiods vs, my brethren, of the cHaracTer of that in-
tercourse which should subsist between us and the
people of our charge, They are not to be 1egarded
as strangers, to be seen unfrequently and only on terms
ot the picest etiquette—but as friends in whose wel-
fare we feel a constant and tender concern. They are
not to be treated as pupils or as children, whom you
sre to manage with an absolute and severe authority,
but as fellow immortals, and if Christians, as adoyt-
ed sons in the same holy family of the meek and low-
ly Saviour. In a word we must endeavour to live
amongst our people as the most kind and obliging of]

«xeighbours and friends live amongst their own dear-
est friends and relatives, vi-iting all with a becoming
frequeney nct tending to improper familiarity, or an
undue prefirence for some above others; but sustain-
ing 8 constant, cordial and affectionate intercourse
with ull alike, without prejudice and without partial-
ity ; the friend of the poor, the guide and counsel-
lor of the young, and the comforter of the sick and
the afflicted.

The very nature of our irtercourse with our people,
and the end of our racred office, point out the pesicN
of parochial visitations. In a lower and subordinste
sen:e, it is to do away with that strangeness and re.
serve which often prevent the people from convers-
ing with their minister on sacred subjects. DBut its
grand design, like that of all the other parts of our
ministry, i3 to awaken those to righteousness whom
the world, their own corrupt hearts, and the power of]
Satan, boldin bondage ; andto promote the growth
in grace of those, whose hearts have already been turn-
ed to God—in a word, itis to persuade those who are
not slready Christians to become such, and these who
are Cbristians to become better Christians. Wher-
ever we go we should hold in view these noble ends,
We should strive for a spirit of self-recollection, that
nothing may induce uvs to speak or act, in any thing
unworthy of our office. But remembering that‘ we
are the representatives of the Lord Jesus Christ in
the world, we must disapprove, and weep over every
thing Wwhich would grieve bis holy and benevolent
beart, and encourage and rejoice in, whatever would

fill that heart with gladness,

The best METHOD of conducting family visits, so as
to do the most.good, is perhaps the most difficult of’
all the questions ‘of ministerial duty, wisely to solve.

‘The position has, by some, been taken, thata cler-
gyman ought never to pay a visit without introducing
the subject of religion and offering prayer. What,
whether the circumstances of the housebold permit it
or not ? Are we gratuitously to shock and offend
people, for the sake of doing them good ? Precious
is a word in senson, but counsel and prayer ill-timed
and obtruded where it is known beforehand that they
will be unwelcome, instead of promoting the cause of
the Redeemer must sadly retard it.

"The view of others seems to be, that if they only
make a call, however short, and go through a certaiv
amount of the absolute drudgery of vi:iting, they have|
done their duty. But will this answer ?

to overlook the grand design of our visits—to promote|

the teirprral and eternal welfare of the son's commit-
ted to our chiarge 2 Is our work done when we-can

our visits of which we should chitfly take account.

Perhaps the few following rules may be useful to us
in adojting a method of visiting, It should be regu-
lar. So many bours a-day or so many half days in
every week siould be sacredly consecrated to thi-
part of our work, and if interrupted st one time, we
should feel that our people have the strongest of all
claims upon us, that we should make it up at another
It should be systematic. Particular portions of our
flock should never be neglected for the sake of othes
portions.  We should trr mble fir fear of heing tempt-
ed to visit, selectly and parti-lly, for our own gra-
tification, instead of impartialy for the sole benefit
of our people. It shou'd be wisely directed. Some
of the most useful n.inisters 1 have known have ac-
complished their great work by following up their vi-
sits frequently and earvestly in the cuse of ceitain
classes of persous ; now the mauiring, st anothertime
the young, and again at another the sick and the uf.
flicted. A wise minister will never be without a great
ohject to befostered and promoted by well-timed visits.’

* -* * * *

¢ Think of the rich tra'n of blessings whick would
flow from such a course of conduct on the part of
every minister of the Lord Jesus. Where would
there be a sufferer around us unvisited or unconsoled ?
How soon would a blessed religious influence penetrate
mto the abodes of want, nay even into the haunts of
vice.
love, bound together by mo-t devoted attachment to
their spiritual father, and growing up in sH things a
holy temple unto the Lord.’

» * *® * *

¢ I charge you, therefore, before God and the Lord
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and dead at
his appearing and his kingdom, preach the word ; be
ins'ant in season, and out of season ; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all long sufferiug and doctrine.”

¢ The duties of ministers and people, my dear Chris-
tian friends, are in all things reciproesl. 1f it be
their duty to visit you from house to house, in order
to promote your spiritual welfare, it is yoursto yield
them every facitity in the discharge of this hely office.
It belongs to you whenever they come smongst you,
to lay a-ide, as far s may be, all worldly cares and
employments, and to entertain them with Christian
conversation, 3s if they were to you as an angel from
God. You should watch for their coming to ask for
the explanstion of any difficulties, the solving of any
doubts, and the removing of any scruples which may
have perplexed your mind. You should receive them
with the confidence and luve of your very best friend,
and lay open your whole hearts to them, upon the
grest concerns of your souls and of your religious
duties. You should never suffer your ministers to be
spoken of with disrespect in the presence of vour
children, but should teach and érain them to love and
reverence their spiritual pastors; and do every thing
in your power to increase and sustain their influence
over all the members of your families. On every vi-
sit, if the hour and the circumstances iavite or per-
mit, how delightful would it be to.call upon a servant
quietly to place a little table before your minister with
a Bible and a prayer-book upon it, as a silent expres-
sion of your desire to have him pray with you. He
only waits for the intimation that it would not give
offence, and this concerted signal would soon come to
be universally understood. —When your clergvman vi-
sits you in sickness you should remember that bis
time is precious, and that he needs every facility for
approaching the bedside of the sick, without delay
and under circumstances the most favourable for his
office, quite as much as the physician. It is impos-
sible to describe the anguish of a pa tor’s heart who
has watched for years, perhaps, the thoughtless course
of some one of his parishioners, to be told that e js
sick, in a state, perhsps, to receive with kindness
words of warning so often slighted in health, but at
the same time to be told that the physicisn and his
fiiends think it not best for any one te see him, Qh !
it is bitter, it is heart chilling, upon taking psins to
vitit his hou-e, and almost to obt-ude himself in the

will it doafamily’ circle, to be turned away from the door witn-

out permission to sdminister spiritual countel to one
in perishing. need of it, If tlere be a crime more

horrible than the murder of a brother, it is the cruel-|.

How truly would every. Church be a family of

When the peop'e sl.al gladly welcame and robly
{sustain the clergy intheir woik, und when the clei-
igy can tru'y say ‘¢ thst they have kept back vothing
that was profitable unto them, but have showed them,
and have taught them publickly and {rom house to
house, te:ti‘ying to all repentance towsrds God and
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,’” then and nct til} ther,
will the Church be bult up, and multitudes be daily
added unto it, of such as snhall be saved.— AMEN. =~
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L.uNeNBURG, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1836,

SurLBURNE.—There was a meeting of theClerical
Society at this place on Wedunesday and Thursday
the 7th and 3th instant, attended by the Rev. Dr.
Shreve, and Rev. Messrs. Moody and Cochran, in
addition to the resident clergy the Rev, Dr. Row-
land and Rev. Mr. White. Divine serviee was per-
formed twice on Wednesday and once on Thursday,
on which latter day the Holy Communion was ad-
ministered, The congregations each time were large
and attentive, and the services,as they seemedtobe
grateful to both clergy and people, it is hoped, wil
be blessed to their spiritual edification, and the ge-.
ineral good of the church. The collection taken up:
lin aid of Sunday Schools was the most hiberal that
‘has been made in any of our parishes. We were
struck by the number of elderly persons in the con-
gregations, (several of the old refugees of 1783, and
one who served under Lord Cornwallis at York-town
being present.) And at the Altar there were siX
eommunicants, whose united ages amount to 500
years; and the youngest partaker of the sacred ele~
ments was nearly thirty, which we trust may not of-
ten be the case. p

Shelburne is full of interesting associations to the
reflecting mind. Its churehyard closely filled with
graves, and studded with memonrial stones, speaks 0
days when it could number its tens of thousands of,
inhabitants, the mest ef whose very dwellings have
been swept away, and whese places literally ‘ kiqw.
them no more:> and the solemn enquiry can hardly
fail to arise in the thoughtful mind, where are the
bustling crowds that onee thronged those streets
where the sheep now graze undisturbed, and the site
of whose gay mensions has now become the cultiva-:
ted field? And especially the preacher that looks-
around the spaeious and venerable church, where 2
thousand people have been gathered, will feel im=
pressed with seriousness, in reflecting how the most
of those that onee listened to his predecessors, aré
now forever passed away.

Among the marks of former days which the.
church presents, are the- music rests used by the band
'of the 6th Regt. which oceupied the choir about the-
lyear 1790.
| Inthe temporal affairs of Shelburne there secm
iindications of improvement, and we hope they may
{be regarded as steps to more lasting prosperity than-
[it ever enjoyed. And asa field of ministerial Jabour»
'Shelburne presents much encouragement. Beside$
the congregation in town, there are many settle-.
ments within a circuit of 25 miles, where the present:
missionary oeezsionally officiates and finds the peos’
ple generally ready and glad to hear the word ¢¥:
God, and mueh attaghed to the ehurch. Indeed thi$
may be mentioned as one of several parishes in this:
provinee, where it is utterly impossible for any on®
missionary, however active and zealous, to meet the
spiritual wants of the people. o

Canapa.—We have received a pamphlet of 16
pages, entitled “ Thoughts on the present State an¢.
futuve Prospects of the Clurch of England in Can2”
da,” addressed to Bishop Stewart and his clergy 2.
general. The object of the writer is to state the

resent condition of the church in that quarter, a®
te suggest the means of providing against eoming dit=-
fieulties, and of advancing its prosperity. The wants-
of the church are, as with eurselves in Nova ch“la' :
more labourers and more funds for theirsupport. 1he
author gives a striking pieture of the spiritual (395‘
titution in some parts of that.diocese, which might -
well apply to many portions of our own. e
The Society in ‘Foronto for converiing and civilis”




