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abilily to act from some proocers akin
to the mental, or to somo intelligont
purposo ; but it is trae that plants turn
to tho light, and gend their roots to
water or food in tho soil, not by sclee-
tion of theso means iuntelligently, but
for tho reason that the supply of food
and hght found incresses the growth,
and 8o tho roots sproad more whero
the food is than in infortile eoil, and
the samo with tho leaves. Thus the
farmer’s purpose should be to furnish
the needed food in preoisely the places
where the roote can get it as soon a8
they noed it. Suppose the manure has
been plowed under by s flat turned
furrow-slice. four or five inches thick,
and is thus baried out of reach of the
first roots, it will either bo nocessary
to put the sced down cqually deop in
the soil, or supply fortilizers liborally
for the first growth of the germ, or
the young plant may dio before it is
able to reach the food, then beyond its
ability to find. This matter well
studied will settlo this part of the
business.

The selection of the sood is of equal
importance, foras wohave been tanght,
good seed sown in good ground yields
hundred fold. Plamp heavy seed is
iudisponsable for a similar product (1)
This solection of seed is the most
effective means, with the best cultiva-
tion, for the improvemeont of varieties;
and here wo see again tho analogy
between vogelable and animal life.
The feeding, and the breeding to make
permanent the improvement made b
the first, are hand and band in the oul-
taro of plants and of animals as well.
So the best kinds of seed only are to
be eelected for sowing in the best
caltared soil. A wellknown seed
grower whoso success in this special
art is a housechold story on the best
farms, began his work in this way
with whest the heads of which were
two inches long, and ended it with
tho production of a grain weighing
twico as mach for tho number of seeds,
and with earson thesteinsoight inches
long. The prodace of such sced under
his good onlturo has becn oqual to
seventy bushels perasre, and the grain
bas weighed 68 1b. to tho bushel. A
tarmer procuriog similar seed, or the
bost he can, and cultivating the land
in tho best msanner may doubtless
equsl tho quality of tho seed but we
may be very sure if ho sows such seed
on poor soil, tho produce will be no
better than the common ran of the
grein, just as the starved Jersoy calf
is pothing like the cow of which it is
the progeny. Feed and breed must
run together, and while it is true that
feed will do s great deal, and in timo
approsch the quality of tho high bred
stock, yet timo is to bo spent that will
cost moro than tho sced wlll. So it is
bast to get tho best possiblo seed by
purchseo.

The spwing depends entiroly on tho
character of the plant. It has beon
foand that three inches doep is the
best, snd expericnco shows that only
tho drill is able to scocure this oven
depth. Bat brosdeast sowing has dono
oqually woll when tho sced has boen
spread shullfully and has been well
covered by tho harrow. With the
broadeast seed sower and the sixtecn
foot seeding harrow, the drill is sur-
passed in the amonut of work donoe in
a day. Bot the dnil 15 a grest
saving of labor and does tho work
far betler than an uvaosinlifal sower
conlddo it

H. Szewaer.
{1} We hava grown spleadid crops from

poor seed, especially from dariey grownin
the Bogtish fens and taken to the chalk-
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Eps. Countey GENTLEWAN — The
soason is one of romarkable growth of
vegotation, tho crops apparently try-
ing to make up for lost time in the
spring. Even tho hay orop was moro
dolayed than damaged by tho drouth
Some thonght they must begin haying
at tho usua! time, an so bogan the
lattor part of June. Of course they cut
only a moagro crop. If these persons
had waited {wo or threo weoks, they
might have cut double tho q antity off
the samo ground. The bay crop may be
delayed by dry weathor, and oven
look as sthough it wore dying, but
abandant rains may afterward slter
tho crop surprisingly.

The aftermath in sll meadows is be-
coming abundant, and in some cases
will have to bo fed off, espeoially
wheroe a gaantity of fodder corn or
other supplement to pasture has not
been provided. Ssveral of our neighbors
aro raising corn fodder, and their
methods of growing it, as well as the
results, are worthy of notice. Oge
had one and a hslf acres ofsodina
good state of fertility, and this was
heavily manured from the cow stable.
It was then fitted and drilled thickly
with a large growing variety of corn.
In eight weeks from sowing ho had
co n measaring 10} feet high, and so
thick that a hen conld peneotrate it
but slowly. The quantity of fodder
produced by this land will be enorm-
ous. Others plant thickly in drills wide
cnough spart tocultivate with a horse.
The best method of growing it issome-
what hard to decide bat whether or
nctto grow it is easlly decided. Itis
certainly batter to grow this crop for
cows than to turn on mecadows and
keep them eaten till winter.

Tho best timo for cutting is till an
unsettled question. One has began
feeding it in less than ecight weeks
from plactiog, and he finds it exceed-
ingly hoavy to handle, showing, a
content of a largo quantity of water.
Bat he says his cows have gained
wach in their mess since ho began
feeding. When it is to be fed darng
several months, it is becessary to
begin before the corn is at its best
Boforo it is cut and cared for winter,
it may bs left till nubbins are formed.
This is the stagoe for ensilaging corn, 1
suppose, but not having a si.o or ever
baving seon one, I sm not posted on
this point. Plaoted corn has made
an iameonse growth, 2n the fodder
sesured in this way will cke ont tho
hay crop.

‘Tho wesather for sevoral wsoks has
beon such, most of the time, as to
favor highly the developmezt of
potato blight. Occasional days of cool,
bracing, north winds have probably so
far kept “ho blight in check. For
eovcrar years, the faogus has not
tronbled our potatoes, but of coarso it
may come st any fime when atmos-
pheric conditions are right. A cir-
cumstance which made me think the
blight might come wss the moldingof
bread within o few hours, showing a
~eat degreo of humidity and a warm
atmosghero. This fas owtns
are of such rapid development that
somotimes a field of potatoes can bo
smcllol s long disiznoe, as the leaf
colls are opencd by the diseaso sud
oxposod to tho atmosphere.

Tho excollent condition of ths potato
crop genorslly, will if it contioues to
diggiog timo, bring the price to a Jow
point. Bat as blizht is reported from
somo qusrters and drouths fromothors,
wo shall look for a discounted condi-
tion of the crop in the next govorn-

solls—FEo.

mont roport. Of courso wo do not

want disesse to como upon our own
orops, but all would like to havea good
prico mado by somo means.

Hardware dealers report an advance
in the prico of all their goods excopt
tin-plate aud scrows. Tho cause of
this advance will, if it is due to inoreas-
ed wages, produce an advano in the
prico of farm produce. If due to a
combination of capitalists. we may not
look for much change. Whore prices
are raised in a legitimate manner, all
aro honestly benefited, but whero un-
natursl and illegitimate methods aro
omployed, some ocoupations must bo
injured. Wo sre willing to pay a
little moro for our bardware if we
can get botter prices for what wo have
to sell.

Crarx M. Deake.

Steuben County, August 10.
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TWO0 FENCES

THOE READY-MADR PENCE 0OST—
80 rods wire fence in the

roll, at 60c.........c....... $48.00
Paid agent for sotting
BAMO ceueemecnaeoee sesoncse 8.00
2 ond Posto...aesenennanens 2.00
40 posts at 20c, ............ s.u0
Labor sotting posta........ 2.00
) ——868.00

THE HOME XADE FENCE COST—

80 1b. No. 9 wire, at $2... §1.60
400 1b. No. 11 wire, st

£ 121 5 SR 820
Staples....cceens aeue craceanans 3u
2 ond posts...ccecenecenees 2.00
40 posts at Z0c............. 8.00
120 osk stripsat fc......... 1.20
Labor, 4 days, man and

helper, at $2....... ——— S.00

——$29.30

Differenco in cost......... $38.70

Two years ago, sattracted by the
advertisements of a certain wire fence,
{ bought 80 rods and engaged tho
agent, to whom I was reforred by the
makera, to put up the fence. Itiss
good-looking fonce, and satisfactory
onough excopt in ono or two respecets,
which time discovered. Tho fence 1s
of woven wire, and if a horse gets his
foot through it, the aprizht wires
catch sod cat the hoof. The colts b
against it, and in time learn to swing
in it as in & hammock, without injor-
ing themselves, but somewhst warp-
"ing the fence.

It saggested itsclf, on these accounts,
that a somewhst stiffer support st
widor intervals wouold be botter. Last
year another §0 rods of fence wss pat
up at right angles to the above, in
constructing which we unsed No. 9 wire
for the top strand with cight No. 11
wires below. Tho posts were set 2
tods apart as in the first. At adistance
of cight feet apart we stapled oak
strips, which make it impossible to
spread the wires, tho fenoe, after the
tost of last winter's cold being as stff
and firm as when first mede. A baoll
and other cattlo are on each sido of it,
and although tho two bulls sometimes
lock boresthrough thefencs they have
nover burt aoything.

Wo were so much pleased with the
success of this fonco, and itscheapness,
that we havoe just built 240 rods more,
with a few changes. o have pat
Tatchets on the cod posts and havosot
the small posts 4 rods apart, using
instesd of the oak strips, cabled
wire aprights which cost two ceats
each, and give the fenco a noater

appearsnce.
WW. A WiLsox.

Harion County, Ing.

SOME NOTES IN LA BRESSE.

1 onm——
Epg., CotNTRY GENTI FUAN — A v5i
to tho Halles Contra'es or grea
markots of Paris in tho esrly morning
is very interosting,and reveals some-
thing of that marvellious organization
which is essential to the foeding of a
veat city. Here wo find almost every
orm of animal and vogetable food
dealors anl buyers alike characterizod
by great activity, and together provid-
ing for the nceds of consumers, who, a
fow hours later, will find on their tables
dolicacies of all kinds.

Among poultry, all of which is dead,
many kiods may bo noted. Somo of
an ordinary typo for common needs
and common pockets, whilo others are
of & higher class and command bigger
prices. The lattor embrace birds of the
Faverolles typo, from Soine-et Oiso,lar-
goand fleshy, together with the dainty
petits poussins, choice morsels for gour-
mands, exquisite Lafléche, I }Mans
and Courtes Pattes, from Southern
Normandy, and La Bresse from the
departments of Ain and Ssbne-et-Loi-
re. Probably tbe latter witl first com-
mand attention by reason of their
pecular shape, their marvellous quali-
ty of flesh, and their finene:s of bone.
But if wo think of parchasing, our
breath will be taken sway, tho demand
varying from 23 to 10 francs for the
finer specimens. And if we visit the
south and southeast of France, sojourn
on tho Roviers for health or pleasare,
we shall find great quantites of fowls
partaking of the same shape of which
more anon — thogh, happily, they do
00t make quite the samo demand on
our pockets as at Paris.

Rocently I bave spent 8 week iu the
La Bresso country, returning with
wider ideas asto the possibilities of
poultry-keeping, when properly car-
riod on, and the desirability of secking
to produce the best qualities. A fow
of my observations may, therefore, be
acceplable to your readers.

In the first place it may bs explain-
cd that the La Bres<o country lies at
tho west of tho Jura mountsins, north
of tho Rhone, and 1o the gontheast of
| Bargandy Its capitalis the old City of
| Boarg, which is on tho mein linefrom
| Paris to Mont Cenis, or Genovs, and
| the first stopping place fr fast trains
lafter leaving the trank romte from
| Paris to Marsoilles, say abont 40 miles
| from Macon. Bourg is now chief city
lof tho Department of the Ain, a3 the
designation La Bresss is no longer
uzed officially for this district. Bat
La Bresso poultry are not confined to
Bourg, es at the north, in the adjoinin,
department of Sadne-ot-Loire, aroun
tho town of Loabhans, forwwlsof thisrace
are largely bred, and probably to an
even greater extent.  The country is
undalating. with bighb’llsend moant.
ains both cast and west It is ve
fertile, producing, io aidition to the
usual cereals, maize, buckwheat, roots,
grapes and frst-class qualities of frait.
Theroisall that intousity of coltivation
which is characteristic of Franch agri-
coltare, and in driviog abtomt the
conairy one 1is struck by tho fact that
scarcoly an inch of toom is wasted,
Sma'l farms provail, a placoof 50acres
being regarded as large, snd most of
the furmers aro owaers &8s well as
occupiers. though thero aro many ten-
anis under tho chief * propriétaires, ™
| The *gco lo are cvideotly a thrifly

race. ml: men and womea bsing hard
workera, looking porsonally after
every detail, and belioving in the
virtue of littlo tings. From what we
could leara, they are, as a rale, com-
fortsbly well-off, ocven wwhere their
houses belic such a beliof While
someo of tho dwellings aro clesn and




