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THE COMPTON MODEL-FARM.

Wo hear from the Department of
Agriculture that a Model-farm has
just been ostablished, ut Compton, for
the Lastern-Townships. We know
ovory acre of that lovely district, and
congratulato the government upon tho
placo thoy havo sclected. There have
now olapsed 22 yoara sincoe the propo-
snl was first made by the inhabitants
of the township, tostart an oxperi-
ment-farm, ox rather a school of agri-
culturo there, but, somohow or other,
the scheme did not go into action.

Ah ! tho lovely opportunities of
showing what an irrigated meadow is
worth. Scores of pellucid brooks, with
exquisitely flavoured though small
trout in them, find their way from
the hill-sides down to the Coaticoke
rivor, and where tho trout are red-
fieshed, tho water is always good for
irvigation. In fact, wo ourselves made
ono tiny meadow, near tho old Poor-
house, in 1872, and the produce was
quito satisfactory, considering how
very short a timo it had beon watered.

There arc thrco members of the
syndicato governing the Model-farm,
of whom Mr. McIntosh, the member
for Compton, represents the govern-
ment. Mr. II. O. Smith, too, is one of
the founders of the cstablishment ; his
Herefords overy one hasseen at the
Provincial Exhibition, and the report
of tho judges of the ‘‘Agricultural
Merit” competition of 1892, shows
that his cuitivation is on a par with
his management of stocls.

Thero wili be o model-creamery, and
all the necessary buildings are atready
there, or will bo erected very shortly :
pupils will be received as soon as the
season begins.

Notes by the Way.

Spring.—Although, while we aro
writing, April 4th, tho morning read-
ings of the thermometer vary from
12° to 16°, and the icoe is almost as
firm at the crossing at Sorel and
Threo-Rivers as it was in IFebruary,

5| by the timo this reaches our readers

itis to bo hoped they will all bo hard
at work in theirfields. Lot us there-
fore consider what will bo the work
in tho first month of spring.

Sowing grain &c,~Pease will, of
courso, bo tho first crop committed to
the ground. No fear of being too early
with pulsc. If sown at a propor depth,
say, from 2} to 3 inches, it lakes a
rattling hard frost to injare thom. In
England, we have scon them, when
sown in the fall, stand from 15° to 200
without the slightest injury.

Poase should be sowa with & drill,
if thero is ono on the farm, and protty
thiclc too. Ten pocks of seod to the
imporial acro i3 about the quantity,
and where the land is very -rich and

»easo aroin habit of growing too much
inulm, theroby ripening lato, we
ghould not be afraid of sowing throo
buthols ; tho orowding of tho plnnt,s|
chocks the too great growth of haulm |
If drilled at 2 feot apart and horse-hoed,
the land will be wonderfully improved,
and the yield increased. Wo havdly
dare suggest tho hand-hocing of this
crop, but at the distanco we propose, an
activo man can cdge-hoo an acre a
day, by taking each vow between his
feet and morely hoeing that inch or
two of land that the horse-hoo has not
touched on each side of the drill.

As goon ag tho penso aro up, a good
harrowing should bo given across the
rows. Of course, whon drilled in, the
main harrowing would procedo that
imploment, and a couplo of strockes
after sowing will bo sufficient. 1ar
rowing is too often supposed to bo
oxocuted for the solo purposeof covor-
ing the seed ; but its secondavy pur-
pose is to malke the work of the
turrow slico homogoneous, so that the
roots of the plants may find their way
about all over the land without oxtra
trouble, As for th> benefit to be
drived by tho succeeding crop of grain
in the following season from genuine,
sound cultivation of tho pulse-crop,
that must bo geen to be believed. By
all means, plaster youar peace.

Wheat sowing.—Wo were rather
surprised to seco a genorvally well
informed paper in the States recom-
moend shnl‘ow gowing. of whent : not
moro than one inch deop! We have
grown as large crops of this grain as
most peoplo, and we prefor to gow
ours three inches deep. As we have
oxplained before in this periodical,
wheat has two sets ofroots, the coronal
that form on tho stem, and the ger-
minal that form on or at the sced : as
in tho engraving.
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ROOTs OF THE WHEAT-PLANT.

Now, any ono can see that if the
seed be only deposited one inch
bolow tho surface, the two sets of roots
will bo so0 closo together that they
will got into onch other’s way. Again,
when the storms that so frequently
occur in July fall upon a heavy crop
of wheat, the extra strength of resist-
ance by tho lower or gorminal roots
being 8o deeply situated, must tend to
enablo the wheat to bear up against
the levelling power of thoe rain and
wind. 'Therefore, by all means sow
your wheat deep.

For spring-wheat, from 7 to 9 pecks
to thoacro of seed according to tho con-
dition oftheland, will besufficient. The
cultivation, by harrow, should continne
until all the land treads equally undor-

foot : The roller, we should profer
using after the grain is up, and if a

heavy fall of rain comes after rolling,
a couplo of strokes of the harrow will
break tho crust thatalmost invariably
forms, whoen sunshino succeeds rnin,,
on all but the lightost soils, Tho,
roller for wheat, can hardly be too
heuvy.

Barley.—Tho proparation of the
land betore sowing is tho same for all
grain-crops. But such a delicato feeder
as barly needs special care. 48 a
leading English authority says, if thero
is any doubt as to tho adaptability, the
condition as rogards manure, or the
tilth of tho soil for the crop, it would
bo wieo to relinquish it in favour of
oats. Hore, whero tho best malting

samples only folch a fow conts & bushol
moro than grinding barley, wo need
not bo so particular, but tho differonco
of price in England is onormous, good
grinding stufl’ solling to day for 60
cents and firsi-rate malting barloy for
$1.26 a bushel 1

The finest samples of barley are,
almost invariably, produced from
carly-sown crops, but bulk of yield and
quality aronot invariable comploments
of cach other, and as we grow the
main of our barley for pig and cattlo-
fuod, yield is what wo must look to.
However, there scoms o prospect of
our G-rowed stuff getting iuto the
States again, in which case, as the
American maltsters understand their
business, it will bo worth our while to
cater for them accordingly.

What odd idens gomo poople have
about the malting business. It was
statod, tho other day, that tho Ameri-
cans wanted our barley * to mix with
their own ’'! As no mixed barleys
grow equally on the floors, they are
ﬂe‘ver roady at the samo time for the

un.

Barley, above all other grain should
bo sown on an autuma-plonghing—a
stale furrow, wo call it. The previous
crop, of roots or fodder-crops, that
bave been well worked, and heavily
manured, prepare tho land for barley,
without leaving ittoorich. The harrow
first, and then tho grubber, should bring
the soil into perfect tilth, the point of
all others to bo aimed at. Sceding,
from 10 {o 12 pecks, according to
season and the sort sown ; the larger
quantity for 2-.rowed sown late. A
light roller should be wred for this
plant, and care be taken not to roll
when a white-frost is on the blade. If
grass-seods are to be gown, roll after
the seeding.

Qats, — Wo strongly recommond
every furmer in the proviuce to sow
at least a part of his oat-shift with
Black-Tartars, Propare the land as
woll as possible, as well in fact as you
have time to do it. Threo and a half
bushels an acre on good, well worked
land, and two pecks more on badly
ploughed land in rough condition,
will be found about the right quanti-
tiegsof sced. Harrow and roll as for
barley. The oat isa grosser feeder
than barley, and will yield immense
crops when the conditions are suita-
ble. Our farm-tutor, Wm. Rigden,
grew in Sussex, Iingland, 140 bushels
an acre of White-Tartars! Theso yield
more Lo tho acre than tho Black-
Tartars, but are not so heavy. We
know of a field, in Norfolk, Eng., of 30
acres that produced 3,600 bushels!
Wao, owrselves, never grow more than
114 bushels to the acro, and that was
in Kent, where the climate is teo dry
for tho crop to come to perfection ; for
it is as casy in Scotland to grow oats
weighing 42 tbs, o bushel, as itis to
grow thom to weigh 38 lbs. in Kent.

Tho new oat, *Banner,” we have
never seen, but wo hear great things of
it. It will bo largely grown this year,
and our readers shall hear all about
it after harvest.

Groen-fodder : among which we
reckon as the most valuable, « miz-
ture of oats, pease, and vetches, This
should be sown as early as possible, at
the rate of 2 bushels of oats, 1 of poase,
and 1 of votches to the acre, so asio
como into use 83 soon as the pastures
begin to fail. The timo when this
fodder is at it L2st is when tho peaso
and vetches are in bloom

Rapo may bo sown atv any timo,
from tho first of May to tho lastof
August, It may be givon to the cows,



