
NORTHERN M E SS ENG E R.

faith.' ~France does not want sermons,
.eloquence, but men and woinen wlio ivill
live the life of Christ. What creates infi-
dels is the great gulf fixed between theory
and practice. The best that iiifidelity can
give a man is doubt. Only one man dared
sa, 'I willgiveyourest.' SaidCommissioner
Ttcker once, Give me two Ceylona, but
only one France.' In dealing with the Ro-
man Catholios in France ire do not talk
'Protestanîtisim' to them. Said one woian
ta me, 'You do net ionor Mary ; you an-
not honor your own notier.' -'Olh yes,'I
said, 'I reverence ny mother, and I ionor
vadry more than you do.. Do you not
know that the very truest wuay te lionor a
mother is to honor lier son. Her son lied
in Calvairy for you, yet youlîonor lier and
neglect hiimîî.' 'Ah, I see,' she said ; 'it
isso beautiful, I have noi maro trouble.'
A dead Protestant is worse than a dead
Catholic. It is lot a change of religion
France wants but a clinige of nieart.
France, with its warm heart, iust worship
something, eithîer God or devil oriwaoman, or
soenithing. Religion is nct belief-it is
life, amnd if you have net comle ii living
contact iith Jesus you are lest. Whiere
there is infidelity thora is also suicide. l
Paris there are fifteen or twenty suicides
every day. I mlyself have prevented
thirty or forty suicides. Ol, that sone
one iad given the invitation il tine to
(eneralBoulanger!" The Marechale makes
everywhere strong appeals for inuoney te
lelp in this Frencli work. "In tihis coui-
try," sho said, '" you have un idea of the
poverty of France. There fanilies live on
what siimilar families lere throw away.
You think so nucli of your gold liera, yet
you Cannot take it with you into the next
world-even the two threepenny bits
îwhich cover your eyes. Ono hundred dol-
lars given me here I will spend so as to
raise two lundred in France. If you do
not want the chill of infidelity here lielli
us te figlit it off there."

THINK ABOUT IT.
.y ims. ANxNIE A. PRiEsToN.

"Good morning, Miss Lee; Have you
ever thouglt about taking a class in our
S niiday scîmeel V" said Superintendlent
Clapp, holding himiself by the strap in a
crarded hese-car,n-d leaning over te
speak te a handsonie young iwmai wlho
was evidently thinking of nothing sa much
as of lier own stylishl apiearance. Acdi
she did, indeed, look very attractive ici er
nei suit, althougi its fashion and fabric
coibined te make lier somiewhat con-
spicuous.

"Me !--teachiing in Sunday-school ?"sle
replied, in astonishment. ' No, sir, I
never thoughît of such a thiiing."

' Then thiik about it, plonse."
All self-consciousness went out of tho

young woman's ninud ' as sihe thoulit,
Wliat an odd, abrupt maniner, Mr.

Chcpp lias . Wiy ani I to tiink about
taking a class in Sunday-school, and what
aum I ta think about it? I could never
teaci a Suiday-school class; I have no
taste in that direction. Tiere is no use in
my thinlking about it, aiid I iill net."

This determaination did not so easily as
se had fancied dismiss the inatter froin
lier mind. It recurred te her su continu-
ally that slie said, ,witi a sort of indigna-
tin Wlat riglt ias that 1nain to direct
ne regarding my tioughts? Ho seons to
tlhink that it is lis privilege te advise and
direct every eue who is in any way coi-
nected with his Sunday-school. Although
I have seen hin alnost daily for years, le
has never said a dozen words te me upon
any other subject, and it is the saine way
with all the other young people. le is a
real Sunday-school crank ; thrat is what lie
is. If I miss hi for a day, I an sure te
sec in the city locals that hue is off saine-
-where speuakingat a Surnday-school conven-
tion. I don't understand lio any oie can
be so absorbed in anything so tame and un-
interesting as Sunday-school work."

A week later she met the gentleman
agam ni a street corner, and lie said,
" Well, Mises Lee, have ybu thouglit
aboutit t"

And sha replied wvitl natural frankness,
" Yes, Mr. Clapp."

What were your thouglits, please f"
"Icouldihairdly repeatthueiiiall. Atfirst,

T determîinîed to think nothing about it, but,
whei I founid that I could iot halp it, I
decided that I iiever would, under any con-

ditions, teaeh a class in Sunday.school, for
there iras no rëason in my placing myself
in a position that it wras impossible for me
to fill acceptably. Then the thoughtciame,
just as if somae one who lad the right was
questioning me, 'Is there net good reason
for your doing something for the Saviour
who has done so much for vou3 IS there
notsonething thatyou can do tohelp on the
Lord'swork in the world You are a pro.
fessing Christian,. or church-member, and
an unprofitablo servant.' I falt rebuked
andgrioved. OsirtIhave thought agreat
deal, but I am sure I an unfit to be a
tencher," and the tears welled up and ovèr-
flowed from the young woman's clear blue
eyes,

" Ask the Lord ta make you fit."
That was all, but the words came with

startling force te the perturbed heart.
"Ask the Lord to make yen fit." She

repeated, tho. words over and over, and
thought, "Hoi can I ask hlu? To do
that is to give in and ta agree ta take a
class if lia fits me for it. Ther now an I
to aski him? I say mvyprayers, butI don't
believe I ever really pray. That shoiws
that I an unfit for a teacher, for if I was a
Sunday-school teacher I should want to be
a gond one. I should wvant to pray for my
scholars by name with a real anxiety that
tlhey should be converted, but I fear I
should have no such feeling. Ineverhave
been anxious for any one's soul but ny
own, and, after I was taken into the
church, I felt no more need of doing any-
thing. It must have been because I did
not ask the Lord to use me. 'Ask the
Lord to nake you fit.' Oh, I will, I wrill 1
and I will ask with a desire te receive."

Another wreek passed, and then the an-
nouncemnent was made in the Sunday-
school that it was thouglit expedient for
sanie of the experienced teachers ta go te
the West End and start a mission Sunday-
school there, and volunteers were asied
for to take their places ina the homo school.

Miss Lee vas among the firsu ta offer
lierself ta fill the need. Sha could~ not
help lierself, for hcad she not promised the
Lord ta serve if lie wanted lier? A class
of young girls was given lier, and lier first
thouglit was : Those are poor working
girls. I must set them an exam*ple in
every way. I nust not dress, at clurclîis
I have been mu the habit of doing. I must
be plain and neat in ny attire and have
fewer changes."

That was lier first sacrifice for lier class,
and it was, to lier, a real giving up of self,
but it drew lier toward the girls. She son
grer fond of them ; tlhey really loved lier
im return, and that made it easy for lier to
gain an influence over them, and it was not
iany mnonths before one by one they were

converted.
The day on which they were baptized

and taken into the church sacme aile said ta
Mr. Olapp : " Miss Lee has been the 1iak.

ing of that class. She has not only taught
thecm in the Sunday-school, but lias made
hcersolf a part of their daily lives. It is
surprisicg in how many ways they have de.
veloped. 7How neat and dainty they are,
how ladylike, quiet, and intelligent, hov
wilic"g to inake themselves useful as op-
portucnity offers! They will make lovely
Christian ionien."

" That class w'as the malking of Miss
Lee," replied the asuperintendent confiden-
tially. "Before she took it she was an
idle, aimless, young woman, decidedly pro-
nounced in lier manner of dress, and spend-
ing lier time in calling, visiting, and amus-
ing lierself, and withli ne idea that she hlad
any duty or any capability."

"My girls have done more for me than
I have donc for tlieni," said the young
teacher. "They hava brought ne into
sympathy with the great army of workers
who are marchig grandly onward to con-

uer the world for Christ. .I have never
een so happy in ny life ,as I have been

since I found that the Lord had need of
une ; and I think, dear Mr. Clapp, that you
were prompted by the Holy Spirit ta ask
me that day in the horse-car, 'Have you
ever thoughut about teaching a Sunday-
school class ?"-Goldcn Ble.

THE WEDDING GARMENT.

A pleasing illustration of an old Jew-
ish custon imulied in one of our Lord's
parables is given ina the book of the. Mar-
chioness of Dufferin, entitled "Our Vice.
regal Lifo in India." ,The parable is thiat

of the inarriage feast, (Matt. 22,) where
one of theguests iras turned outjust is the
feast iras goirug ta begin, because "ho hoad
not oi a îvedding garment," although
nothing huad been previously said about the
nced or the provision of such a garment.
The acomnion explanation. is that suci
garments Iere provided by the giver of the
feast. This is confirmed by Lady Dufferin's
account of a native dinner party.. "Our
frst proceeding iwas ta dress ourselves pro-
perly for this festival, and as soon as ire
got ta the house ire were taken nto a
dressinîg-ron, iwere divested of our owrl
gowns, and were draped in saris. .
About ten o'clock we took off our native
costumes and returned hume, our hostes
insisting upon presenting eaci of us with
the saris ive had worn."

TEE WINTER EVENINGS.

Again the long winter evenings are here,
and again the young man asks lumself,
" What shall I do with them this year?
Shall they pass by and only leave nemories
of hours spent n idle eijoyment; or shall
ny character bo botter for their couing

aid going? The question is not Whîat %vif,
you do with thein? but, Wliat will they do
with you? If you spend them well, they
will male you more of a man ; theywill
bring you knowledge, pow'er, aud, best of
all, independence, thab "glorious privilege"
which it should be every young mai's amîii
to possess. Or they will leave yon aner-
vated and wearied, disgusted with yourself
aid your surroundings. They will serve
you, or rule you-whichî shall it ba ?

SCHOLARS' NOTES.
- (Fromn Wcstmcins/cr QuecstionBZook.)

LESSON VII.-FEBRUARY 14, 1892.
THE NEW COVENANT.-Jinmiah 31: 27-37.

COMiIT To MEMORY Vs.-33, 34.
GOLDEN TEXT.

"Iwillforgivetheir iniqiuity.,andIillromem-
ber theirsin ino morc. -Jereiniah 31:34.

HOME REoADINGS.

T. Jer.31:27-37.-The New Covenant.
W. Heb.8:1-13.-The Covenant of tue Gospel.
Th. Hab.9:.11-28-The Sacrifice of thie New

Coenant.
,P. Heb. 10 : 425.-Th one Ofrering of the New

Covenant.
S. reb.12:18-29.-The Meditation of the New

Covenant.
S. Heb. 13:7-21.-The Benodiction of the New

Covenant..
LESSON PLAN,

I. A Promise of Prosperity. vs. 27-30.
I. A Promise of Spiritual Blessing. vs. 1-31.

IIL A Promise that Cannot Fail. vs. 35-37,
TcaxE.-Probably allaat n. c. 606: Jehaiku

,iug cf Juidali; Nlcbu dicldezzar king cfBiabylon.
PLAc.-Jruisalom.

OPENING WORDS. c
Jeremiali was the son of Hilkiah, a priest

dwelling at Anathoth (eh. 1: 1, about four miles
norths-cast of Jerusalemu. He began hlis work as
apro heot n. c. 629, in the thirtecnth yoarofking
Josia, and continued it during the reigns of '
J°riorakim t Jboiacr'h and Zedokine i. a period ef
mare Iluan forty years- When lue died is qîito
uncortain.

HELP IN STUDYING TUE LESSON.
27. I woill sow-will fili tie depopulated land

writh a great multitude. 29. 2he shall say no
nouc-t cey shll o marc complain that they are

suffcriag for the sins et tlioir fatiiors, irbîle thuoy
themseeol-es are innocent. 31. lie/ill nake a sîito
covenanit-the apostle quotes this passage oloh.
8: 8-12: 10: 16, 17), as referring ta gospel ties.
32. Notaccordinti ta the coenant-tlhe Old Testa-
nioît covenantis lure contrasted writlh tue gospel

venaat. Under the veîcovenant Ged, irougl i
huis son, fultilîrd wirisa d oîuhr ecen shîadoîred
fort uinder the law'. 33. Ilvillput mny lau-the
haw written in the lcart by the spirit takes the

aca of t.lielaw on taiblcesof stone. Itis obeyed,
ou d dolighited in, becomes a part of tilair very

souls. Ezek. 36:25-32. ivill be their God-this t
promise of the Cvenant ineludes everytiug that
15 nccessary fer saiî'aticuî. Pealus 144: là. 31.
They shcall all kAnowc mne-not merely with an in-
tellectiual knowledge. but writh an experimental, c
spiritnal. approving, obeying knowledge. For
villforugivetheir iniîty/-these blessed results
followanidflowfrom odsundeserved,forgiving,
loving favor. - Whien we honor and love God he
blesses us in ahivanys. giviig mus orcies and
fai'ors. 35-37. 2'/cns saite thcc LorvZ-nlh thoce
blessings of the new covenant are as certain as
the ordinances of nature.

QUESTIONS.
INTRoDUcTOnY.-WhoirasJeremiahi During

what reigns'did lue exorcise the prophetic oilice?
Titlof this lesson i Goldon texti - Lesson plan? ia
Tice? Place? Memory verses? .

I. A PRoMrss' orPRtosPCRITr. VS. 27-30.-What
dos the Lord promise ici versoe 27 Hoî wih lie
imbucl over hits rcstored'poopho?1 Upon NIrbomu
shai pumnishment b inflicted t

Il. A PRoMisE OF SPIRIrUAL BLEssiNG. vs.
31.-i-hat is oromised inu v. 31 With hat is t
tenoiv cveuant tm Maste W atgvillbe tlu t
ternset tliue uurcevennuit? Meaniuîgo0fv. 33? i

1H. A PRoMusE THAT CANNOT FAIL. vs. 35-37."
What assurances are given that these promises
shall bo fulfilcdl 110w far have they bean ai-
ready fulfilled ? What may we expect with re-

Satrd to their complote fulfilniment? What is our
uty ici thislimatterl

PRACTICAL LESSONS LEARNED.
o1. J11 these blessings of the new covenant are

eil'ered to lis.
2. The Lord vill write his law upon Our hearts

and wvill inclinonis tnobey hlmi.:
3. lie wili teicch ns by bisiord and Spirit and

Icad .s loto al truth.
4. 1le will pardon, sanctify and Save us.
.5. M'e siîouid labor and pray flint;lthe saving

knowledge of the Lord nay fill the carth.
REVIEW QUESTIONS.

1. Wlhat did ti Lord promise bis captive peo.
ple? Ans. Restoration to their land, and lis
watchful care.

2. Whatiwill.honake with tiemi Ans. A new
covenant.

3. What is promised in this new covenantl
Ans. I will bc their God, and they shall e ny
people.

4. What further promise is givent Ans. They
sha1 all know me, froni the least of then unto

5 t hat is th source of all these promises of
the new covenant? Ans. God's undeserved, for.
givingi love.

LESSON VIII.-FEBRUARY 21,1892.
JEHOIAKIi'S WICKEDNESS.-Jeremiah

39 :19-31.
COMMIT TO MEMORY vs. 22, 23.

GOLDEN TEXT.
"To-day if ye vill -iear his voice, harden not

your hearts."-reb. 3:15.
HOME READINGS.

M. Jer.30:1-18.-Jerecmiah's Prophecies Writ-

T. Jor. 06: 2.-Jeinkim's Wickedness
W. 2 Kings.22: 8-20.-Josiah and the Book of the

Law.
Th. 2 Kings 23:31; 21: 7.-Jeholakims Reign and

Dent h.
F. Ileb. 2:19.-' o shall ie Escape?"
S. Hb. 3: 1.19-'" H1-arden ciot Your icicrts."

Despiseth Me."
LtSSON PLAN.

1. God's Words Rend ta the King. vs. 19.21.
Il. The Book Burnt by the King. vs. 22-26.

III. Judgmlent pronounced on the king. vs.
07-31.

TIME.-B.c. 605; Jeloiakin king of Judali;
Nebucchaadnezziar king of Babylon; Pharaoh
Ncchoh king of Egypt.

PLAcE.--JercSalemî.
OPENING WORDS.

Joremiali causcd Baruch ta write out his pro-
phecies ade t rend t.in ta tho people on a fast
day. 'kil Prince$s wc greatly alarmcd ivlen
they heard clicim, and reported the niatter to the
king. The king sent for hlie roll, and, having
ieard a part of it read, cutitin pieces andburned
it.. Jermiah was comimanded to write it ancew.
and ta dencounce the iur gmîenits-of God aigainst
.Telioiakin for his wickedness.

IIELPS IN STUDYING.
'20. lnto the court-the inner court, in which the

kn ' aparinients ivre. Compare 1 Kings 7: 8.22. h/ce winter house-the part of tle palace ar-
ranged for winter habitation. Compare Aios
3:15. -Niz/k qon/hi-parts of Naveinher anîd
Deconiber. Ticc hcar/h-Revsed Version, 'ti
brasier," a vessel iviti live coals, placed in the
centre of the romai. 23. Lcavca-columtîîns. Pcn-
kenife-iterall, "scriee's knife." Utt if all flhe

o icas canscn -a wicked and caring affront
t0 Ged. 21. e not afra-u s like
Jaunîlt (2 IZintrs22: lii, ami cven Alîab Il Rings
21:27). 26. Tie Lord lh i hcmt-saved them fronc
discovery. 30. Elc shall have none-he had suc-
cessors. but nono or lis owCn posterity, except huis
0°n Jelioaicin, wbose tlîrce montlis' reign is
counted as uetbing-. 21Z:iiigs 2l: .

QUirsTroNS.
INTFLoDUcTORY.-To whomi were the propliccies

of Jereîniali read ? How werc the princes af-
.cetod by Ilieni TI of this lesson Golden
:exyt? Lasseni plan? Tîccie? Place? Xtemiory
verses?

I. Gon's VORDs READ TO TITE KING. vs. 19-21.
-Vliat did the princes san te Baruchi 1 Wiere
dilithy tien go? Vîtdtcdaiwtlta
rol? Whiat took pince whben 1 by Caine int ti
king's presence? In whoselcaringwere the pro-
phecies rend1

II. Tiin BooK BURNT 1r THE KING. Ys. 22-26.
-Whîere was the king sittiing i Wlat did lie do?
How were the king anll his servants affected ?
Wlho interceded iwith the king net ta burn the
renl? Wiat conema did the kiccg give ? What
xvirented lis exculion?
Il. JUDOMENT PRONOUNCED oN TE KING.

vs. 27-31.-Whlat conmand did the Lord give ta
Jereicahli Wlat did lie direct him to say ta
Jeloinkini? Whuatjudgmîîen t was pronounerd on
lie kingî What on Jerusalen and Judahi

PRACTICAL LESSONS LEARNED.,
1. Wickcd mon hate the word of God because it

condemns then.
2. It is the height of folly te fight; against God.
3. Man'soeppositiaonscannuot change God'saplamas.
-J.. God's servants are safe ha lis care.
5. Ta escpe the throatenings of God's word iwe

must hîeed its warnings and obey its precepts.
REVIEW QUESTIONS.

1. Ta whoni ias t e book of Jremialî's pro-
tuecies rend?1 Ans. Ta Jeoelakiu anîd bts
rinces.
2. What was written in those prophecies?

Ans. The cing otfBabylon shall certainly coine
ncd dcstroy this land.
3. What did the king do in lis writli Ans.

le eut the rail in vileccs and burned It .
. What did the king com nand Ans. liecon-

nanded his. servants ta take Barucli the scribe
nd Feremiali the prophet; but the Lord hid

5. Wlhat judgnent did the Lord pronounce on
he kingi Ans. HO shaIl have none ta sit pon
lie tlrone of David; I will punish him and thcir
niquit.y.
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