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Cinadian Church in general Synod assembled.
[ give you this circumstance somewhat at
length to show tho satizfactory legal starug = f
the Proviucial Rynod, which has thus been
tested, and has stond the trial. During the
whale of the gessiong of the Synod, amid the
utteiaace of every variety of opinion, the
defint - and distinet avewal of conscientinus
con iciong, and some difierence of sentiment
on important points affecting the more inde-
sendent position of the Chureh in the colonios,
i belicve there never was an ecelesiastical
assembly in which the bano of party spirit
was tempered so_hapialy and 2uccessfully by
a generally manifested desire for mutual ac-
nve co-opera 10n as was the case at our recent
Provineial Synod, Thero sre one or two ques-
wons, which oceupied much of the time of the
Svnud, which may be of interest to jour
readers  ‘The first which came up had refer-
ence to the severance which had been thrust
gpon us fromn the Church at home by recont
enactments and 1udginents, therehy miving us
unlumted hiberty to govern and direct our-
sehves, Long, temperate, bet carnest debates
ensued. A strong conservative fechug was
evineed, runming through all the speeches.
[his was evadenced by the sigmficant fuct that
any resolutions to multiply set forms of praser
for speerel oceasions, which it adopted aceord-
1wz to the motions of one or two muvers, would
render necessiry an appendix to the Prayer-
book, any re-olution to divide the services
under authority of Synod, or to make any
alt ration which nught approsch to a sem-
blani e of desire for a division of the Liturgy,
s as to interfere with the unifornnty of publie
worship, or touch the book of Common Pray-
er, which s the Charehman’s bend of union,
whether ho is in England or Canada, in New
Brunswick or at the Cape, was thrown out by
alarge majonty, and in most cases, after dis-
cusston, unaninousty negatived. The general
desire was to avoud boing brought under the
power of such judgments as have been given
recently at home, and at the same time to
adhere closely to the doctrine and example of
that mother Church which has nurtured us so
long - to take no step which ghould seem o
manifest a desire of severance. The original
resolution, upon which the whole discussion
was based, was thereforc unanimously carried,
which appointed a_committee to confer with
persons 1n high office in the Church at home
to ascertain our true position since recent
judicwaldecisions with reference to the Church
of the mother country, and to report to the
ncxt meeting of the Synod,

Another gratifying and important resolu-
tion, interesting _also to the Church in the
siter dioceses of Fredericton and Nova Seotya,
emanated trom the House of Bishops, bearing
onthe furcgoing subject, and was sent down
to the lower house, where it met with full con-
turrence, and was received with demonstra-
tions of hearty acceptance. It was resolved
that a committeo of Provincial Synod:be ap-
pointed to confer with the Archbishop of Can-
terbury and other dignitaries of the Church
to ascertain what stops may be taken to secure
aGeneral Council of the Anglican Church, by
which the Colonial Church in the distant do-
gendcncncs of the British empire may preserve
Ber connexion with tho mother Church i its
integrity  These resolutions and opinion: will
sufficiently indicate the tone which provailed
althe Synod. Matters of local character wero
discussed, and o most importsnt Synod was
lrouxht to 3 close by the members of the

ower houso ropairing to the upf?cr to hear the
closing address of tho Metropofitan with the
usual bencdiction,

00% wish to point out to you the advan-
age of our gomion in having incorporated
Synods. in the earnest hopo that Fredericton
¥ill no longer be content to bo so behind tho

times, and so indifferent to_the necessity of
Synudieal action being undertaken without
any furtherdelay.  When judeiment was given
adversely to the Bishop of Capetown, which
led to the declaration on the part of the
Metropolitan of South Afrien and hissufiragar
bihups, with their Syrod, that they would
call themselves by a o1 tinet title, * The
Church ot South Afriea in union and full com

thumon with the United Chureh of England
and Ireland,” the opinion of the highest taw

officer of the Crown in England, Sir Robert

Plullimore, the Queen's Advocate, was giver
in a private letter to tho Metropohtan o
Canada, sinee mads publie. that the word:
used 1n the judgment of the Judicial Commit

tee of the Privy Council, viz., " that th

Church in the coloniesis in no better but ir
no worse position than that of any other re-
hegious body,” do not apply to the Church i
Canada! and that we uro in a better position
than any other portion ot the Colonial Chureh

The Bishop of Capetown, as RBishop, had hi-
Diocesan Synod, but it was not wmeornorated

and su was only a voluntary assoeaiion not
binding by the law_ of the local legislature ;
as Metropolitan he had his Promneind Synori
recognized by the heretical Bishop, Dr. Co

lenso, aud to which he is amenable in a cer

tain seura. Now the Church in Cai ada is on
an undnub‘ed legal footing, Ishall reter you.
as aspeaking proof of the advantuge of Synod-
ical action, to the practienl working of an
Incorporated Diocesan Synod iu the dineese of
().ntan'u. and that of an Incorporated Provin-
cinl Synod in the province of Canada. The
Bishop of Ontario, whose adminsatrative capn

bilities I believe none will deny, when he ns-
sumed the duties of the diocese, instead of
having that weak, inefficient substitute for »
Synod, an mcorgomtcd Church Nociety, wisely
procured from the legisiature a bill for the in

carporation of the Synod of the diocese: thu-
carrying on the whole work of his missionary
diocese at far less expense, and vastly more
offictently, by ono uniform machinery, instead
of two. And I can testify from an expericnee
of more than two years in that diocese, with
close watching, that the * Board of Missions’

constituted by the Synod, carries on all the
work which any Church Society couid do, and
that the organization has been eminently suc-
cessful in practice, which is the best proof of
its efficiency. And every diocese in Canada i-
alive to the importance and valueof its Synoed

In short, no member of the Church here evers
dreams of uttering an objection to a Synod.
Such a prejudice, I assure_you, is but a vision
of the past in this part of the world! Then,
as tothe value of the Provincial Synod. Its
acts have buen again and again recognized by
the legistature of the country. the bishops
have been severally recognized as preading
over their respective sees, and whether the
Qucea had, or had not, tho power to confer
lotters patent, it Liatters not so far as we ar¢
concerned, for, as I have pointed out to you,
the legislature of tho country has given to
our Synods the foree of law, and accepted tl\?
authority of our bishups over those who b~
long to their jurisdiction. Consequently gou
will observe that together with tho election
of bishops vested in the scveral dioceses, the
Synod 1aw is binding on any clergyman who
cnters any of the dioceses whoro it is in forec
and the Provincial Synod has the power f law
to take any measure for the good government
and duseipling of the Church, for tho trial of
offenders. and even for the trial and deposi-
tion of a bishop, Woare all convinced of the
valuo of our Synods. cspecially at the 7 -csent
eventful crisis of tho Church’s history. And I
must bo bold and say that it is a matter of
regrot that no stop bas yot been takcen 1n your
diocese for the formation of s Synod. Why
not organizc at onco? I venture to say that




