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be capitalized and the proceeds expended on roads of a par­
ticular class. Such highways generally embrace the main 
trunk roads connecting the principal centres of population 
and distribution, linking up a series of market roads. Gen­
erally speaking, in the central provinces, that is, from Brit­
ish Columbia to New Brunswick, this class of roads con­
stitutes what is commonly known therein as a “Provincial 
Highway System.” In these central provinces all direct 
property taxes, including those for road purposes, are col­
lected and spent by the various municipa) councils of each 
province. There is no gainsaying the fact that there has 
been a strong disinclination in such provinces as Ontario to 
institute direct taxation for highways or indeed for other 
purposes. In so far as the setting aside of motor tees for 
highway construction is a form of direct taxation, theie as 
been a departure in such provinces as Ontario from the in­
direct methods of taxation. Indeed, the development and 
expansion of motor transport has been featured by a ten- 
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In the United States a direct annual levy, collected by 
________property and income, for general highway ex­

penditures or for highway debenture, is very common even in 
such states as New York in which the counties also make 
large expenditures on their highways. The fixed state tax 
levy varies from Ho of a mill to 2V2 mills. For highway de­
benture issues the direct levy, of course, varies according 
to the amount issued and outstanding, that is without hav­
ing regard to the term of the issue or the rate of interest 
payable. The law of New York State regarding its last 
issue of debenture for highway purposes, provided that the 
rate of annual tax be 5/1000 of a mill of valuation of real 
and personal property subject to taxation for each $1,000,- 
000 issued or Ho of a mill for a $20,000,000 issue. Ihis 
method of raising highway funds has the advantage that 
the large cities of the province or state are called upon u> 
make a definite contribution toward the financing of the lead­
ing highways therein; it thereby lessens the burden of pro­
viding adequate highway transport for long distance tiavel, 
formerly imposed on local units.
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Classification of Roads by Trained Engineers
Any provincial highway system fundamentally involves

roads it means special legislation under which these high­
ways are designated to come under complete or partial con 
trol of the central government.

In this connection it may properly oe contended that, 
prior to the proper classification of the highways ot a pio- 
vince, there should be established in each province a depart­
ment or branch of a department with trained experienced 
engineers in charge, whose judgment regarding the engi­
neering problems affecting proper locations, designs and 
terials for road construction, will command the confidence 
and support of the public which pays the shot. The man 
on the street quite naturally feels that any large sum o 

raised for the special purpose of building the roads
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