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THEB TERM ‘“MESOURANEO" AS APPLIED TO
MASONRY.

In my “Allocution” of last year,I referred
4o the ‘critisism of the' Rev. J. F. 'Wood-
ford, of the London (England) Freemasoi,
in which I incorrectly stated that he was
better known as ““Masonic Student” in the
Pages of that journal. This, I have sinde
eatned, is mot the tase, but that of one
well-knpwn tous ull in Masonié eivelés, ahd
most highly esteetnad. -
The theory I advanced of the derivation
of the name *‘Magonry,” reqnires some little
explanation. I did not for a moment in-
tend to throw discredit on the opinions given
by such able and erndite Masonic antiquari-
sn_authorities as “Gould,” “Hughan,”
“Woodford,” and “Whytehead,” of Eng-
land; and “Neilson,” of Dublin, whose valu-
able and authentic researches are beyond all
praise. What constitutes one person’s be-
lief, is not necessarily that of another
although equally well-informed; but the
color given by individual dias so alters
its aspect that both are right and neither
wrong, the widest dissimilarity will be
found in their views. (See Appendix A.)
The word *Mesouraneo” appears to me
to suit admirably Speculative or Spiritual
Masonry; its true meaning does not apply
to material building, but the spiritnual
building, Max,—not made with hands, and
is particularly applicable to the English
Templar system, its connection with Free-
masonry. The Masonry there intended to
be inculcated is fully expressed by the term
“Mespn;‘anég_‘,” as indicative of the charac.
tor of & “Waiter' or Worshipper” in the
Teinplé bf the liviug® Gidd; seeking to ex-
pound . the teac}.iiqgisjigf‘fpvealea Yhlfgioh;
but® this’ word, Whén "appliéd to “Baild.
erg,” “‘Stone-Masone,” in an architectural

seience recommend him to take them, if he
can do'go conveniently and is not victim-

*izéd" by, "enormous fees. If they will do

-dothing else for him, they will, at least,
affix certain mysterionus numbers to his
signature, to wear & variety of costly jewels
and to call himself by certain magnificent
titles, such as ¢ Sovereign Prince,” “Ilus-
trious Brother,” or “Sublime Prince,” eto.

The-Order of the Templar is not in any
sense & Masonic Rits or Degree, aithough
the Degree of Boyal Arch Mason is now re-
quired as & pre-requisite for admigsion, It
is a Christian Order, and is generally held to
be a continuation of theold Knightly Order
of the Temple, of the-time of the Crusades.
Its teachings sre of real value; and its
membership songht after by the bestclass
of Masons. Finally, it has this great advan-
tage, °4 stands, as it were, alone, and is
never n"gaged with any other Order or Rite
in dis sputeble-and childish squabbles for
place, 1228, Or supremscy. | __

g

point of vinw, .certainly
place and far-fetched. .

Our great Masonioc authority, Bro. Hughe
‘an, of Frovo, distindtly ahows that Fres-
mgsonry is the offspring’ of the Building
Gailds of the middle ages, but he does nob
sdy the rituals of the thréé :degrees, now
used, are the' shme, nor thut thé-dootrines
88 now,inculoated were “universal’t Tha
‘Building -Guilds ‘of ‘Mesons, derived from
thb bloietdky,‘were b Ghristian:8dciety until
the fevivalatid rdvision &f 2717, - Hughan,
in his late admirable’ work: on. the *‘Eng-
lish Rite” (which no' Brother should Le
without ‘who is ‘interested in Masonry),
8ays;—"The desire' for 'the return to the
exolusive Christian basis of the fraternity
was one chief cansd which led to the
fabrication of additional degrees.”

It is a very striking fact in 1717 and
1721, at which time frue Masonry .appar~-
ently was lost, and the Stone Bauilders”
Guild had usurped its place, at least it was
made so to appear,—Drs. Anderson and
Desaguillers made out of what was lef6
(the orude ceremonial of the Guild), the
rituals of the Masonry which we now have,
making the First and Second degrees oub
of the one degree which they received frone.
the Guild of Stone Masons, and issued
them i 1721, and in 1725 adding the
Third,—since considerably enlarged, Now,
I feal convinced thut Bro. Carson, of Ohio,
U. 8., asserted a great trath:—*Thas a -
few members amongst them who had the
old Templar doctrines, retired from the
Lodge and practised the ritmal in their
own way.” In all probability Andersor
and Desaguillers got the ides of the Master
from them, buat oubt of it changed the
Phudk to sulb their own legend, dividing
the ritual of thé Craft into three degrees in
conformity to the three steps of the * Dis
ciplina Arcani”.—*‘The Disciple of the Myx-
teries.” The ancient form of conveying
instruction in the Mysteries of the early
Christiang—the principles of which gwere
evidently known and practised as the dot-
trinal teaching of the Ancient Templers
and Stone Masons.

{t waay be, that Anderson and his colleag-
ues were not without knowledge of the
ancient system, but impressed with the be-
lief that it was of too sacred and sectarian
& character to be communicated in com-
mon, end therefors mote advisable to in-
troduce an entirely' new one, on the cosmo-
politan plan of Universal Charity. Some
such ides must also-have been entertained
by the old Templar Order, who had one
géneral ceremony for & “‘Reception,” and
another only commaunicated to & select fow
of the Order. : .

WHY THE TEMPLAR SYSTEM BECAME ENGRAFT-
ED ON FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONBY.

appears oub of

So many surrhises end conflicting opine
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