
.BLUE 4zONY

ttmoot practice of economy, fitid it
'by ne Mens an ensy tuek te keep the
balance on t.he riglit aide of the ne-
count. But t hie je no reason why al
our lodges eh ua be placed on a dead
level, as reý,t rdes expenditure. IL je
no argument agrainst the ricli lodges
spending fneely of their wealth that
poor lodges may follow ini thein wake,
and) like the frog in the fable, attempt
te rival or outvie theni. The rigid
* economi8t may urge that ail expendi.
ture which je not absolutely ueceesary
ie a mistuke, because it affords a
,direct encourag..ement te lnxury ou
the part of those who are unable to
afford it. In otlher words, A, who
hue £~2,000 a yeur, le not to buy the
luxuries lie eau afford because B,
witli an income of only 2500, may
outrun. the constable. This we liave
said je no argument, at least in our
judgment, and we shall be veny sorry
if it je allowed te have weiglit with
our wealthier lodges und bnetliren.

But if the weaitliy are te be dis-
counaged fnom spending liberuliy,
what wili become of the luxuries of
civilized life and tliose wlic make au
honeet living by purveying them?
The musical profession doee not exiet
for the mere purpose of tontributiug
te the eiitentaument of Musonie
bretlinen, but being in existence, it je
open te bretliren, us te others, te en-
gage the services of tlie professionul
artiet, if tliey eau afford tlie luxury of
se doing. If we are neyer te incur
auy expenditune, but le absolutely
neeessury, tlien tliere wil be an end
te every profession which supplies or
contributes towunds tlie luxunies of
life. Munsic, painting, sculpture, the
dramu, are not among tlie neceesities
of out existence. We eau de without
theni, us we eau do without expen-
sive ciothes or costly food. But it je
eue of the privileges of wealtli thut it
je in a position te encourage the arts,
and without 111e exercise of this privi.
lege, the lindrede and thousunde of
people who new live, and live cern-
fortubly, by art lubor would be de-
.prived of tlieir meus of sulusistence.

Wùj ar:e not ndvocatee of extravraganco,
but a liberal expenditure according ta
one's meus je justifiable, aud we Seo
ne reason wby those who cau afford
it abould foraeo the pleasure of en-
gaging professional, mueicians ut our
installation and other meetings, be-
cause there is danger that other
people May engage them Who bave
flot the means to sare for sucli a
luxury.-Londm Frieemiaso?».

BLUE MASONRY.

As je well known this term, je often
*used to designate the three degrees of
Entarea Appreatice, Feiow craft,
and MaEter Mason, which constitute
Masonry in its essentiaL 'ana fundua-
mental character. The word blue
as thue applied je equivakGnt to craft,
or symbolie, and signifies the prin-
cipal grades of the ircititution ta
whioh reference je often made in con-
tra distinction to the so-called higlier
degrees. It is a titie of modern in-
troduction and not unlikeiy of Ameni-
eau origin, for it je rurely ueed in the
speech or writings of brethren on the
oCher side of the Atlantic. Iu thia
country, however, frequent allusion
je maCe to, t'Blue Masoury," ana the
"Biue Lodge," the terme having a
clearly understood. application to the
syetera which is unfolded in the firat
tliree degrees.

The term lias a beautifal approprie
atenees of meaning that brethren will
dIO Well &o observe. It signifies, of
course, the prevuiling color which
ouglit te, appear in the proper repre-
sentation of a Musonic Lodge, and iu
the aprous, sashes, badges, etc., worn
by Master Musons. And it shouldl
alwaye be r,3membered that there is
grn:at significance in such use of this;
color. Bine is one of the fundamntal
colore into whicli light divides itself
ard le most ugreeable te the vision.
IL je the culor of the sky into wliose
azure deptfis we look every dlean day,Igatliering fresh deliglit witli eacb, new
view. There le no other color which
gîves sucli a sense of depbli ana diean-


