
grinations through the elevated regions which are emigrating, constantly arrive
of air. There are animals, as the exhausted at the islind of Malta,
swallow, for instance, to which flight is 'where they meet with fatal hospitsility.
so easy that they seem to make sport They are taken in swarms in the
of it. A par.,ive force funher assists streets of the town and on th:e ioads,
their suspension in the plains of the and as the inhabitants cannot con-
atmosphere ; air, rarefied by the sume the whole of this living harvest,
warmth of the body, penetrates into it is sent to distant miarkets. The
all its cavities and even to the interior deck of the ship in which I left the
of the bones. Rendered thon speci- harbor wa- laden with them.
cally lighter, like balloons filled with During one of my wanderings across
warm gas. they float without effort amid the Mediterranean, sorne strayed swal-
the clouds. Such is the daring flight lows happened, when we were mid-
of those condors which launched 'way between the twe coasts, to fall
themselves from the frozen sumiits of totally exhausted on the d'2k of the
the Andes toward the sky, and soon frigate which was carrying me toward
disappeared from the sight of M. Africa. Every one on board, soldiers
d'Orbigny, without one's t sing able to and sailors, overwhelmed them with
explain how they could breathe so attentions, which they received with-
rarefied an atmosphere. out exhibiting signs of, fear. W"ei

The bird, though endowed with they had at last recovered from their
such a slight frame, nevertheless sur- fatigues, they recomm3nced their
passe-s in strength the ponderous en- journey toward the high regions of
gines which glide a"-ng our railroads. Sergai, and perchance rested bentath
hs vessels and fibres, notwithstanding the cabins of eavages long ere we
their wonderful delicacy, work znd re- t had greeted the ports of Aigeria.
sist more energetically than our heavy But aCter long and perilous journeys
wheel-work and cast-iron tubes ; in the these charming viE..Ors of our dwell-
une is seen the finger of God, in the ings return each year with touching
other only the genius of man fideiity to find tlieir old domicile
Launched like an arrow into space, the again. If the rains and winds have
bird, playing the while, silently clears injured it, the arch1tects quickly repair
twenty leagues an hour. A locomotive it before making it witness of their
going at high pressure, enveloped in loves. Spallanzani ha- even noôced
fire and smoke, attains the same -peed that the feathered couples becoine
only by ctnsuming heaps of coke and stroogly attached to tieir particulai
water amid the iniernal uproar of its nests. Having fixed parti colored
wheels and pistons. ribbons to the feet of soine of them,

According to Sir Hans Sloane, the he recognized thém- the y-ar after,
sea-mews which nestle on the rocks of when they came to take prssession
Barbadoes. take every day a journey again. He saw thern return thus foi
over the sea of one hundred and thirty eighteen suczessive surmers. How
leagues, to amuse themselves and seek many among u3 neyer enjoy 'wch a
for food on a distant isiand,-the in- long tenancy!
dustry Oif the animal thus excelling Less remarkable for the instinct
that of man. which guides them thar for the iv-

i t 3 migrations of certain birds are numerabie multitude of their arry, the
unde rstod ; we know whence they paseinger pigeons traverse the forests
star., where they halt, and where of America in such compact wasses
they end their journey. Thus, for that they absoluteiy intercept the rays
i.stance, in autumn, bands of quails, Iof the sun, and cest a ng track of
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