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he remedied, By Findlay dwelt more particwlarly on the subjects of
Literature and Compemtion. The fusmer lie ivught should not be
contined so much vs 1t is {o special  uthurs, where parsingavd analysis
receive the prominent place, but should be witler in its character, cover-
ing more of the firll 0} Eughish Latevature and its history. Comnorition
should he taught by inntation of our best authors, Mr. Findluy was
thanked for Iiis address.  An interesting discustiogon s Chicf Superin-
tendent cersus Minstor of Education showed a divérsity of opiniun un
the subject At tho af einvon sestion tho subject of Discipline was in-
tioduced by Mr. R, Law, B.A., principul of the Wilbe: force Educational
Institute " The lest o0 mendation of the paper which can be given is
that it gave 1o to o highly entortaiving discussion on ** That bad boy,”
and how to manayge . “T'ho report of a committeo of twelve teachers
appointed to examine the rival serics of anthevized text-books was re-
cened  The committee were unammous in recommending Gage's Can
adinn Readersn preference td'the Royal  The rcport was unasrimonsly
adopted  “Lhe eonventivn appomted Messis Colles and Bracker to ¢o
opetate with county committers on this same subject.

LaNarg CorsTy —The semi annual meeting of the Lanark Teachers'
Association was "ield in the Perth Collegiate 11 stitute Building, with a
ood attendance of teachers After the Presideunt's opening address,
Mr. J. T Noonun read an essay on ** Cowmposition,” in which he recom-
mended the teaching of this suhject even to pupils of the First Reader.
The cssayist very etearly explained Lis methed of teaching composition,
and bhis plan met with the warm roval of the teachers present.

ap.
In tho afiernoon Mr T 0 Stecle introguccd the subject—** Teachers’

Associations, County and ‘l'ownship ”  After dealing™with the object
of Teachers’ Associations, M. Stocl«- pointed out somne of the defects in
their working and advocated the formatios of Towuship Institutes. The
opinions advanced were agreed with by all, and we shatl probubly sec
several of these associatior s formed during the coming year Mr. N
Robertson, of the Perth C. 1., then followeﬁ with a legson on *‘ Punctu-
ation,” in which he fully explained the use of the colcn and the dash,
A lecturo on **Canadu, her people and teachers,” by F. L. Michell,
Co. Inspector, opened the evening session ‘The lecturer traced the
H)rogross of education from the carliest time to the present, and pre-
dicted a bright educational future for Ontario, whose system is yet
merely on trinl.  He also dwelt strongly on the importance of the
proper intellectual, physical, und moral education of tho youth of the
country. Mr. Goth, Reeve of Beckwith, and. Edw. Eliott, Esq., of
Perth, followed with short addresses. An admirably written paper,
entitled ** Change and Choice of Text Books,™ was then rcud by

. 4. A. Clarke, M A., of Smith’s Falls. Each book of the rival sets of
Readers was taken up, selections given, the nerits aud defects pointed
out.  The discussion on this paper was resumed on Satiirday morning,
when Mr. Steele moved the followibg motion . —* That it is the opinion
of this association that the Royal Readers, possessing literary excel-
lence of the highest order, are especially adapted for studr by teachers,
but that the Canadian Readers, as regards grading, simplicity of style,

and amount of matter contained, are better
adapted to our l'u Schools : and we thercfore recommend their
adoption for use in the schools in the county of Lanark.” This motion

_was carried ; however, those members of the association who had

. examined the * Royal Canadjan™ Keaders, which arc issued by the

attractive typograph
W

Canada Publishing Co., and now before the Minster of Kducation for |

authorization, expressed themselves as preferrin), tha. series to either
of the sets mentioned in thc motion. ‘The quustior. of Misster of
Education 3, C .icf Superintendent was brou rht before the assveiativn,
The following motion unanimously carried . - [hat it is undesirable
to make any chauge in the present construction of the Education De-
ient, by substituting a Clief Superintendent and Council of Pub-

ic Instruction for 2 Miuister of Kducation ;*inasmuch as the greatest
improvewments, in the ‘working of our educational sygtem have heen made
under the presenkiadministration.” On motion of “Mr. McCarter cach
teacher was requested to send to the Secretary, beforo the end of the
year, alist of such books as he would wish ta bo added to the associa-
@ tion librwry. **The study of History 1n schools” was then infroduced to
the association in an able lecture by Mr. D. M. Ross, of the Lanark
Villuge . S. Hestrongly condemned the system of teachinﬁlnstory
Jwursued by many teachers—viz., that of crumming the chuld witha
mixture ot dates and cvents regarded simply as events without any

reference to cause gud effect. He lustrated lus method by showng |

_how he woulit teach the Huundred Years' War, the Crusades, and other
bistorical cvents. In the discussion which fullowed Mr. Burwash
moved the following . — “ That it is the opinion of this assocdation that

Euglish Histury caunot be propes iy tdufllf. 1w our Public and owr High |

Schools, and at thc same time the pupils he prepared to pass examina.
tions on papers including all peniods of the Histury , we would thercfore
recommend that suitalle portions be selected tur the Departmental
Examinatins.™ Carried.  ‘the first subject taken up ou Saturday

aftcrnuus was ** Style in School Excrcises,” by 5. 3. Burwash, B.A,, of |
Carleton Place. ‘Tho many practical suggestions of this paper canoot |

fail to Leucfit all who heard 1t, especially tho younger members of the
prufession, A shurt practical address by tho President on *‘Elementary

! Writing” —n subject which is sadly neglected in many of our schools—
closed the last session of the last dn{. The next.meeting will be held
{in Almonte, at a time to be fixedsby tho Managewnens Cofumittee,

—

. @
SovTit GReY. —The semi-TAnufil coms eution of the South Grey Teadh.
ers’ Association was held in the echool-room, Durham, Oct. 18th and
I 10th, Tho convention met at 10.20 a.m., tho presidene, J. C. Bain, in
i the chair.  Tho meeting was openeid with the reading of a portion of
Scripture, and prayer by Mr. M. P. McMauster. The presulent read o
very interesting addrese, which wag listened to with marked attentioffy
Ho pointed ont ina very cever manuer the great necesmty of o thorough
training of teachers before taking chargo of a school ; instead of threo
| months at our training schools, should it not be three years? Ho mz%
glad to know that an improvement in our reading buoks had takal
lace, although he regretted that the Minister of Education had author-
ized twoseries. In giving the stati ties of the different countries re-
garding Public Schoo!s, he stated that Canada was Lebind the other
countrics of the world in atten’ uce according to population. A com-
mittee consisting of Inspector ferguson, Messrs, McMaster and Grier,
were ngpointcd to report un the address. Moved by Mi. Gorsliue, sce-
onded by Mr. Ramuge, that the secretary be suthorized to pucchase a
sufficient number of copies of minutes of Provincial Association and dis-
tribute to each member. —Carnied,  An account frdin Durhamn Mechan-
ics’ Institute for tho use of pianoin town hall was preseated, amount-
ing t0 §6. Muved by Me. McMaster, seconded by Mr. MeArthur, that
the account be referred to Managing Committce.—Carried. Moved oy
Mr. Ramage, seconded by Mr. McMuaster, that we adjourn to meot s gaiu
at 1.30 p.n. —Carried. A fternoon Session. —Meeting opened at .00, J. 7
C. Bain, the rfcsident, in the chair. Minutes of furenoon sessior read
, ond confirined.  Moved by Mr. Jas. Sharp, seconded by Joseph A, Snell,
that a committee consisting of Mesars, McMaster, McDunald, McArthar,

. Sharg&amxd Snell, be_appointed to examine the two sets of author-

ized Readers (Gage's Canadian and Nelson-Campbell Royal) and bring
ina report as to which series the association shall adopt.—Carried.
Mvr. Hill then took up the subject of ** Writing.” He ?'n\'e an excellent
address with practical illustrations on the biackboard. H&amlysed
the whole of the alphabet and showed how he would draw the atten-
tion of the class . 1 correcting errors, A discussion of the, subject was
éntered into by the President, Mr. Wixxterboxxme, Mr. McMaster, My.
Millar (W. J. Guz,ic & Cai, Toronto), and My, Gorsline. Moved by Mr.
Gorsline. seconded by Inspector Ferguson, that a vote of thauks bo*
tendered to Mr. Hill yor lus able paper on “{riting..’;-—-Catﬁed. Rey.,
Mr. Forrest then read a practical address on *‘Dulies and Eucourage-
ment of Teachers.” The whole ol the addriss wasa Anastofly prece of
composition, Moved by Mr., McMaster, seconded by Mr. Suell, that o
comtfiittee,onsistii g of Inspector Ferguson, Messrs. Winterbourae,
Dunbar, and the mover, be appois ted to report on the rev. gentleman’s
address.—Canmied. Mr. H. Danbar, of Markdale, then read a very
carefully prepared paper on * Minister of Education v+, Superinten-
dent.” A lively discussion was eutered mto by tho follow:ng gentle-
men : Mr. Geo. Jackson, ex-M.P., Inspector Ferguson, Messrs, Win-
terbourne, McMaster, Millar (Gage & Co.), aud orsline, Moved by
Mr. Winterbriine, seconded by Mr. Ramage, that the discussion on
** Minister of Education zs. Superintendent ™ be le.” over for six months,
—Cairied.  Meeting then wljourned. Second Day.—Thn ‘@onvention
met at 1 o'clgek. 18“ the absence of the President, th’&Vico-Presldent,
Mg, Chas. Ramage, occnpied the chair. The nceting was opened: with
| prayer by Inspector Fergusou. The committee appointed to examiue
into the two series of Readera hrought in the following report: * Your
committee to whon was reforred the question of Readers now befors the
| bublic, beg leave tureport, that they fiud Gage's Canadian Readers
superior to the CamplellfRoyal Readers, in the following important
particnlars : Book I. Brevity, simplicity, type, script, grading, attrac-
tiveness. Book II. Lessons fully expf\:u'nc , numerous questions fou
testing knowledge of the pupils, script continued, difficult wordsspelled
and pronouaced, Bouk IIT

. Explanation ¢f Titerary difficultics, rhetor-
ical pauses indicated by spaccs, explaustons of difficult wordsas n
Book II. Books IV, and V. Numerous dids for both pupils and teack-

yers in the preparation of the lessons, making Qage's Fourth Book wuch

ysuperior to the Royal Fourth Book m preparing pupils foxythe High,
School Entrance Examination. The price is alro much lofg. All of¥.
which s respectfully submitted. M. P. AMcMaster, Flesherton ; Johu

McDonald, Pricevillo; Chag. MeArthur, Actemesia; Wi, J. Sharpe,

; Egretion ; Juseph A. Sngll,kEgl:-)emunta" Moved by Mr, H. Dunbar, of

; Markdale, seconded by, M, McDonald, of Glenelg, that the report uow

presented on the Readers be adopted by this association,—Carried.

Repurt of Managing Comimittee on Mechnnies” Tnstitute bill of €6 for

use of pianu was read, anid recommended the payment of §3.  #Moved by

Mi. McMoster, seconded l:{l.;\lr. Sncll, that the report, as read, be

adopted,—Carried. Mr. Millar_ (W. J. Gage & Co., Toronto) pddressed

) the mesting on the ** Reading Books and Tablet Lessons.” Mr. Millar

was listened to with warked attentiun, as he gave s very practical ads

dress which was interesting,to all preeent. Mr. C. Threadgold vead a. .

i paper on ** Temperance.” He pointed out in a very able manucg.the

s xeat evil regolting &ogx mtampi:gnpc and tLe. groas bemefit.which -
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