
10 Service of Indians in civilized Warfare.

tion of the Indians for war and,'plunder, was soon demonstra t-
ed by events, and impartial history lias recorded.

The employment of the savages by the French and Brit-
ish, and of bloodhounds by the Spaniards, to destroy their
enemies, are among the most atrocious acts, which Christen-
dom lias been called to witness. We shall not iere tax our own
recollection, nor the feelings of our readers, by any recital of
the enormities we have seen, or of which we have heard or
read. The imagination can furnish no aid towards a just con-
ception of these scenes. Thiere is nothing more appalling
than the reality. The Indians are impelled to war by passions,
which acknowledge no control, and death and desolation are
the objects of their military expeditions. From infancy, they
are taught to inflict cruelties upon their enemies, and to
bear with stern fortitude, whatever may befall them. They
are equaliy prepared to endure and to torture, and in either
situation without the slightest synptom of huinan frailty or
feeling. They have not only no principles of religion or
morality to repress their passions, but they are urged forward
in their career of blood by all around them ; by the examples
of their fathers, and by the deeds of their companions. He
is the most renowned warrior, whose tomahawk flies swiftest
and sinks deepest.

There is a horrible institution among some of the tribes,
which furnishes a powerful illustration of this never tiring love
of vengeance. It is called, the Man-eating Society, and it is
the duty of its associates to devour such prisoners, as are pre-
served and delivered to them for that purpose. The members
of this society belong to a particular family, and the dreadful
inheritance descends to all the children, male and female. Its
duties cannot be dispensed with, and the sanctions of religion
are added to the obligations of immemorial usage. The feast
is considered a.solemn ceremony, at which the whole tribe is
collected, as actors or spectators. The miserable victim is
fastened to a stake, and burned at a slow fire, with aIl the re-
finements of cruelty, which savage ingenuity can invent. There
is a traditionary ritual, which regulates, with revolting precision,
the whole course of procedure at these ceremonies. The in-
stitution has latterly declined, but we know those, who have
seen and related to us the incidents, which occurred on these
occasions, when white men were sacrificed and consumed.
The chief of the family, and principal member of the society


