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disengaged by tearing tlieir way out of the flesh. Others,
again, have skewers inserted in their breasts, which skewers

are secured by raw-hide cords to the central pole, as in the.
Dakota sun-dance; the sufferer then throws himself back until

he is released1by thg skewers tearing out of the flesh. Many

other ingenioás~torures aré devised. In the narrative of Long's

Expedition to .the iRocky Motintains, we find an account of the

latter part of thiseremony,* prepared probably from the

statements of Mr. Dougherty -or Mr. Lisa, as the expedition

didmnot go near the Minnetaree country. All of the torments

there described, and more, are inflicted to this day. Among

them is the following:-"Another'Minnetaree, in compliance

with a vow be had made, caused a hole to be perforated through

the muscles of eacli shoulder; tliroughi tiese holes cords were

passed, which were, at the opposite ends, attached by way of

a bridle to a horse, that had been )enined up three or four days

without food or water. In this manner lie led the hor'se to the

mårgin of the river. The horse, of course, endeavored to drink,

but it was the proviince of the Indian to prevent him, and that

only by straiing at the cords with the muscles of the shoulder,

without resortingy to the assistance of his bands. And notwith-

stan(ding-,all the exertions of the horse to drink, his master suc-

¯ceedIedl in preventing im, and returned with him to his lodge,

having accoiplishled his painful. task."t

In (lescril)ing the Minneta rees, Prince Maximilian savs that

they have the Mandan ceremîony of the Okipa or 0(-kee-pa,

with soame modifications, and (ail it Akupei. At this timue, the

- Hidatsa call the Manlda ceremiony Akupi (of which word

probably Akupebi is an obi form); but thiey apply no such
terrm to their own festival. Maximilian did not spend a summer

amoug those Indians, and, therefore, knew of both ceremonies

only fronm description. If tlie Minnetaree festival to wbich he

referred was, as is most likely, the Nahpike, he is, to sone ex-
tent, in error. The rites resenible one another only in their

appalling fasts and tortures. I allegorv, they seem to be

radicallv different.

The minor ceremonies are chieflythose connectedwith their
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