
physicàl féatures the Côteaii..'.reî mbles' Turtle Nfo'ntain, and like
-that placé wouldho doubt be thiëkly -woodéclbut for prairie firés. The want'of.

ks. Animals fýd -on these hills'during
wood is ône of the ost seri' us drawbie

sammer would require to. be wintered iù. s6nie'oe the river valleys to -the north.,
or in wooded i-àviriès 'of Tertiary plateau -to -the - south.

-Mr, Dawson, 0 gives an
in referring to the *alkaline Jakes of the C ̂ te,

âna'lysisof their water, and state . s that-ý' . a sfaall qgahtity. of thi-sSaline matter
or alkali, is'not found to be inj-uýrious.to crops in Western States, where sufficient -

inoisture exists;-: nordoes it ap*ear to be detriméntal -tô. the gi-(jwth.oý grass."

seil, Geô. Rep.., 1'878. and 187.4, 80,'.16 and 79.

From. Dirt Hills towards the Q'Appel .le.-The -first 40 miles was over-a
swelling, - clayey prairie with roûgh tissured,, hummock-y surface) and jnly one.

strip of wood.along a creek.

Tii, DIRT IE[-IÈLS are à -Conspicious. north-easterù projection of a.. range 0
«. hills'extendin from. Oid Wife's Lakes to -Long River, (braneb ofthe Souris).,

aDd forming a.sudden rise frotn..,.the pýairie lyincr towa"rds tbe Assiùiboi
River.*

This'rise or Côteau to'sists in reality,,'6f the- ruins au escarpment.
To the south the country. is extreniely hilly,-interspersed with ponds and small.
lakes f Sresh and bitter. water, and destitute of woo'd. The, hills appear to be
composed of -gra;vèlly''earth, with b-oulders resting..upon'e-lays,.sirnilaz ïo. tbose
lastdescribed-. The grass is short and ýsparse, and occasionaly, for milesthe*

1 most bare
surfaceconsists of.a. 0 gravel and boulders

The'.higliest point.of Dirt Hill is 600 feet above plain'immediately. to. north.

Four . se-ams of lignite ci-op . out ïn lower'half 1 of the 4.1 middleï bluff, . of six,.four,
three and-five feet respectively." Nodules of' sgn'dsto'ne and* clayy ironstone.

are found at base.o.f.hiir-
Ward Wood Mountain the whole Country -isFrom7the DirtýHill, to 1 * larly'-em., *hills for the fii st eight- or.ni ne. miles are parti-euexti el rougb, and the.

steep, with num%-rous ponds of fresh- w.ater ;'-- thence. general. descent-to a strip of. -
country in. a sotnewhat.lower. level,.but also, vcry hilly., - having a'chain of dry

salt lakes.

Cbl. JfacLeod

TraveIled al6ng the boundary trail 'and. déseribes -it.throùgh- thi-A Aection as -.
&týp soit and pasturagç.

prah", wl o.or
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The great Plateau ôf . the Lignite Tertiary occupieis a large portion- of the.

gouthern. half of this section,and is deÈcribed, by him. as being. south and -Weýt
of the COteau, be,.oi.nuing at 350 mile point or near.105th loÉgitude and extending
as a well*defined ý_' ble-Ï- of 115 miles'

ta a.n-1 as . far' ' -ùs Whi te Mâd River, a. distance
in vieil - i nity -of th e tir e.- Its foým i s very irreg u lai-, - but its. aréa may * be a bout

12,'000.square miilès. , The soit of this plateau appears,ý as a rule, to be of a fertile

charactér, *but the- indications are that, eicept in a few favoured spots, the rain'
fall- iQ 1 too âmall . 'for growth 'of, ordinary crops.' ' 1ts, elevatioli also, Éo ' do'ubt>'*

renders it more subject toe7arly abcl late frosts than prairie to the éast thpugh'

the-winter is proba-bly not so sovere as Red Rit'.i» Valley."

IlThèplatêaù bf *the tertiary is for the most part ouly«adalited for past oral
occup tion; but being. covered with a good growth of .- grass is* - well. suifed for -

this use."


