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10 STORIES FROM CANADIAN RISTORY.

sunshine, and the ice slowly broke up, and the blue water, sparkling

in the sunshine, gladdened the eyes of the imprisoned French.

Cartier and his men joyfully prepared for departure; but in leaving
the country he committed a base and ungrateful act of treachery.

He wanted to take home some trophies of his enterprise, and as
the chief Donnacona had travelled far and professed to have seen
many wonders, Cartier carried him and some of his braves off by
force. This cruel and false act was a foul stain on the honor of
the brave explorer, and, like most such actions, brought its just+
recompense in future disaster.

It was five years before Cartier again saw the shores of the New
World ; and then it was without his captives, who had all died in
France. He lied to the Indians about their fates, saying that
Donnacona was dead, but that the others had married grand ladies
in France, and lived there in state like great lords. But the
Indians would not trust them again. A cold, dreary winter fol-
lowed, with justly estranged Indians around them, and bitter cold
chilling their blood and depressing their spirits in this lonely and
savage spot. And as soon as spring returned, the disheartened
‘“¢olonists ” hastened to set sail to return to France.

Cartier had nothing this time to show, save some quartz dia-
monds, scales of mica, and yellow dust. However, he received a
patent of nobility for his discoveries, and seems to have settled
down quietly in his little manor-house near St. Malo. He was on
the whole, a brave and gallant explorer, and his name must always
he honored as the discoverer of Canada.

CHAPTER IIIL
From “Story of Port Royal,” by Miss A. M. Machar.

¢ For the next few years the efforts of the French were directed to establishing &
oolony at Port Royal,”—High School History, page 326.

The next great attempt to colonize Canada was inspired by the
energetic young explorer Samuel de Champlain. The fierce cold of
the 8t. Lawrence terrified the French sailors, and so they shaped
their course to the south and settled on a small island in the St.
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