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FIFTIETH YEAR °

Stress of Financial Necessity
Likely to ‘Decide Asquith
‘Government's.  Course of
Action : .

Keir Hardie Hands Bouquet to
Liberals—Some = Prospects
of. Ructions. Among lrisn

Nationalist Representatives |

-
r———

LONDON, Feb. 9.—Good judges ex~
pect that the ministry will' decide to
rush the budget through as the im-
mediate first fruits of the election.
Mr. Lloyd demands nothing
less for his political satisfacten, while
further delay would serve to provoke
financial - chaos invelving millions of
pounds -in the loss of the income tax
and other revenue. e i

The fear of leaving the King no al-
ternative but to send for Mr. Balfour
and so upset the ministerial pro-
gramme against: the Lords and tariff
reform s quieting  down the extreme
Radical - demands upon the King.
“Trust the cabinet” is now the watch-
word of the Daily News.

Meanwhile Tim Healy brings a
scathing jndictment against Mr. Red-
mond for excluding the Independent
Nationalists from his party summons.
Healy, O’Brien and their nine Na-
tionalists clearly mean to wreck the
Nationalist party if they can.

Labor’s . Demand.

A labor conferemce at which the
parliamentary committee of the Trades
Union congress, the General Federa-
tion of Trades Unions and the Labor
party -are represented, met at New-
port in Monmouthshire yesterday for
the purpose of considering the recent.
judgment of the House of Lords, that
the . of ' compulsory
tributions.. upon miembers ‘of
lé‘;‘l’a"'ﬂe:mw‘r of Parliament, is il-
egal. ~“The conference passed a ‘reso-
lution calling upon Parliament for
alteration of the law, THis is the ﬂ:@
step to be taken in the direction of
compelling the new government to so
amend the law as to allow of these
contributions. ~ All the courts decided
that they are illegal under present

laws.
- ‘Mr. Hardie’'s View
Presiding at the meeting of the
Labor party today at Newport, Keir
Hardfe, M. P., said that part of the
press was ged in speculating as
to what the policy of the party would

be in the new parliament. Thelabor |-

leader declared that there were two
sets of people who were doomed to
disappointment, those who are hoping
for discord in the ranks of the party,
and those who expect it to enter into
some understanding or agreement with
the goyvernment. At all costs and
hazards, declared Mr. Hardie, the party
must mainfin complete freedom' of
action in both the House of Commong
and the constituencies. The treatment
meted out to labor candidates by Lib-
erals in the recent contest was not of
a kind to predispose labor members
toward. any friendly relationship, he
cencluded. 5
Nationalist Action

DUBLIN, Feb. 9.—Resolutions were
adopted at the Nationalist convention
which will give new power to discip-
line refractory members. Heret6fore
a ‘defiant Nationalist could be ‘dealt
with only by a two-‘thirds majority,
and if he  refused to resign he still
could eclaim membership and share in
the party  fund. Now the party is
empowered to expel a member by a
majority -and thus exclude him from
the benefits ‘of the fund. No anti-
Redmondites recently elected to par-
liament will bé admitted to the party
without a special vote. The meeting
adopted a resolution thanking friends |
in America for their splendid contri-
bution to the party funds and expres-
sing admiration for Michael J. Ryan,
of Philadelphia, national president of
the United Irish Lieague of America.

° Premier Asquith’s Letter

LONDON, Feb. 9.—The Prime Min-
ister ‘tonight “issued the customary®
Jetter to his followers, asking their
‘attendance at the. opening of the next
parliament, “ds matters of urgent im-
portance will immediately arise.”

Mr. Asquith’s letter disposes of the
rumor current recently that the ques-
tion of the Lords’ 'veto might be pro-
ceeded with even before the address in
reply to the King’s speech was moved,
by explicitly stating that the address
will be moved immediately the King’'s
speech ' is - -delivered, - In influential
quarters it is stated that the King’s

| brigade was

com- |
s

_ EARLY MORNING BLAZE

Residence of Jesse Longfi G
| Mo s e, e, v

treet, Damaged by

t, D re
nknown

Origin. o
Fire which originated in-the
but the cduse of which is unknowh, oc-
casioned loss to the ence of Jesse
eld, corner of Cook street and
Chatham' street, at 2.30 - o’clock  this
morning. After half an hour's fight
the flames were subdued by the bri-
gade. . The roof .and inferior of the
kitchen were badly burned and con-
siderable damage done by smoke and
water.. The balance of the large house
was filled with smoke but ho damage
was done.

~ The fact that his residence was on
fire was first recognized by Mr. Long-
field when he was awake:

. { choking: tion.
< [ !

promptly on the spot and
two streams played on the flames. Mrs,
Longfield and a lady recently from the
Old Country had barely time to dress
themselves before/the growing density.
of the smoke drove them into the gar~
den. The loss is covered by insur-
ance,

Toronto Fire Protection
TORONTO, Feb. 9.—Fire Chief
Thompson reported today against the
proposal to buy a fire tug for the har-
bor at a cost of-$75,000. He says the
high pressure is ample to protect the
water front property.

Trolley Car Wrecks House

YONKERS, N.Y., Feb. 9-—Several
persons were hurt.‘today when for the
seventh time at the same sharp tura, |
a heavy trolley car jumped the rails,
and plunged down hill into the house
of Albert N. Garthwaite.. In four of
the six previous accidents, Garth- |
waite has been awarded damages. ]
house was wrecked today, his wife
badly injured, and her mother frighf-
ened into collapse. Owing to her-ad-
vanced age, the latter may not re-
cover, The other injured were pass
sengers on the car.. None were dan-

Saskatchewan Penitentiary
KINGSTON, Ont., Feb. 9.—It is k?-
ported that Superintendent Dickin-
son, of the penitentiary binder twine
department, . will shortly leave for
Prince Albert, Sask., with a number
of convicts to assist in the construc~

It is also stal that ‘Mr. Dickinson
will be one of the officials of the
western. prison. ?

Opposition May. Force New
General ' Election on Navy
Issue — Supplies Can Be
Withheld at Year's End

TORONTO, Feb. 9.—The Telegram'’s
Ottawa correspondent wires as follows:

“The naval issue newly created by
the Dreadnought policy of the Opposi-
tion may yet bring about a dissolution
of parl ent an appeal to the
country by the Laurier government.
There is enough debate in sight to last
a month, The business of the govern-
ment must carried on in the mean-
time, and that means supplies. The
Opposition, it is said, will refuse to
vote supplies, and will thus force an
appeal to the country, as was done by
the Liberals in 1896. z

“Not a dollar is available for civil
government. If parilament were not
in session' the government might re-
sort to ralsing money by governor-
general's warrant, but that is now im-
possible. It is doubtful if Laurier can
‘hold his Quebec followers and the res-
tive Western Liberals. The situation
is said to be much, more critical in gov-
ernment, circles than has been believed
or been credited. Laurier's support is
not nearly so solid as it looks on the
surface.” i z

NICARAGUA FIGHTING

Revolutionary Forces Apparently Suf-
fer Severe Reverses—Reports of
‘Govorlgn_lont Generals-

MANAGUA, Nicaragua, Feb. 9.—The
prisoners takon at La Garitas have ar-
rived at M They fhclude sev-
eral officers of -the revolutionist forces.
The column sént from Boaso n pur-
suit of Chamorro reports. that he is
retiring in the direction of the Rio
Grande, oy 4

President Madriz has received' the
following from Santo Tomas, dated to-
day: “Have returned from the point
where, the enemy was reported. Qur
force marched 16 miles into the bush,
finding only the tracks of the enemy.
The density of the bush opposed furth-

speech will refer to no legislative pro- | er progress, obliging suspension of the

posals whatever except those for limit-
ing thes veto of the House of Lords,
that the veto bill will be largely -based
on Sir Campbell-Bannerman’s resolu-
tion,,and that neo separation will be
made between the financial and legis-

Fire at South River
N Y, Ont., Feb. 9.—South
R el AR
d ty’s large ho -
y destroyed. The fire

Talely Lt O

pursuit, Heavy desertions are dis-
organizing the enemy. . 1 will now
att to  the pursuit of Chamorro.
(Signed) Vasquez,”

sts and communjcations. under for-
s P e T et
restel out six weeks ago,
jail awaiting trial. He was charged by
Madriz with ‘having used the telegraph
lines. of the country to further the
political aims of the enemies of the
:i)vernmént; '+ These 'broad charges
that ‘they - are without
'z {8 one of
‘prisoners
2 and local
‘universally ~in

believed h
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ten days there have been many rumors

His| Mr. Bury will leave the.Canadian Pa-

gerously hurt. 3

tion ‘of “the 1;:; ‘penitentiary there.|

J Santo Ramirez, m_inls‘t.er of"

ieyer were proven;:‘a’nd it is geénerally.

Rumors Abroad That -Behf-
rangement. of Service - Will

Divisions Instead of Two

Alterations Supposed to Be Ne-
cessary on Account of Great
Increase in Mileage of Com-
pany During Recent Years

WIXNIPEG, Feb. Of—Durlng'rthe past
in Canadian Pacific circles with refer-
ence to changes in the operating de-

partment of that company. These sug-
gest a ible re-arran of the

rious respects. SEET

One of the :statements- which have
been repeatedly made is to  the efrect
that General Manager Bury might leave
this city either for Montreal > or .the
South. It is net believed prabable that

elfic, but should he do 8o, it will be to
accept the general management of one
of ithe larger systems -of the United
States. 3
Another rumor which has found some
credence was. to the effect that owing
to great increase in the mileage of
the lan Pacific, the system, which
has for many years been ' administered
in two sections, an eastern and a west-
érn, would in future be eNlministered in
three sections. The eastern and western
dlvisions would disappear and instead
there would be eastern, western and cen-
tral divisions. Under this arrangement
there “would be three gemeral managers
and the third was to be F. F. Busteed,
now general superintendent of the Pa-
cific division. F. E. Gutellus “would
probably go to Vancouver as general
supérintendent, - :
v 4

4% o M Re “Plang-ive

GHRISTIANIA, Feb. 9.—It was afi-
nouficed today. that former presidént
Theodore Roosevelt would arrive here.
on May 2, and on that deliver his
promised address before' the Nobel
prige commission. X

1 New Pipe Line For Oil “

'WASHINGTON, Feb. 9—The con-
struction of ‘a pipe line for oil or gas
from the public lands of Arkansas,
which was opposed in the committee
on piblic lands, on the ground that ff
was: in the interest of the Standardr
Oil Company, was reported faverably
from that ' committee today. The
passage of this measure will make it
possible' to complete pipe lines from
the Oklahoma oil fields to the Gulf of
Mexico. B

Sugar Trust Pays Shortage

NEW YORK, Feb. 9.—The National
Sugar Refinery 'Co. finally turned
over to the United States treasury the
sum of $604,024 due the government
“for shortage in importations of sugar
Latween 1907 and 1)p?8. Announcing
the settlement, W. T. Dennison, who
is assisting in the prosecution of the
sugar frauds, said: “This settlement
in no ‘wise affectsthe ¢rimnal prose-
cutions "of any individuals who may
be ghown to have been responsible for
any criminal frauds.”

P.: E. Island Legislature

CHARLOTTETOWN, P.EIL, Feb. 9.
—On Tuesday of next week the pro-
vineial legislature will. meet. There
will be many important matters this
session. - ‘One of the matters to come
before the House will be the report of
the educational board. This will be
far-reaching, and suggestions will
probably:be made as to the necessity
of the decimal system, It is under-
stood that a repeal of the automobile
act will come before the House early in
the session. The standing of parties
now is: Conservatives 13, Liberals 186.

« Fire at Nakusp.

NAKUSP, B. C., Feb. 9.—A disas-
trous fire started here at 11:20 a. m.
in the  block of buildings next-to the
" Iseland hotel, owned by Ogilvie &, Mec-
Kittrick, and occupied by the Cana-
dlan Bank of Commerce, Lindsley
Bros.” office, W. J. Wagstaff’s tinshep
and J. 8. Crowell, carpenter. T ks
are especially due the officers and men
of the steamen Kootenay, theh' at
dock, for their assistance. The Cana-

opened up business acrosa the street
in.the afternoon.. Loss, about $3,000,
partly covered by insurance. © .
Dear' Food Inquiry ;
WASHINGTON, Feb. 9.—As finally
determined upon today, the investiga-
“tion of the increase of prices of nec-
essaries 'of life, which the senate is
about  to enter upon;, will cover a
broad ‘fleld. The measure providing
for such investigation was passed to-
‘day with comparatively little discus-
sion. It authorizes an inquiry by a
special committee of seven senators
dnto the general enhancement of val-
ues, not only of feod and clothing, but
many other articles used in-everyday
life.  The investigation also will cdver
the question of salaries, earnings ang
the tariff. Not only will prices in the
market be included, but alsq those of
the farm and the ~factory. Senator
Lodge 1s slated for the chairmansHip
of the'selected committee. 4
R 'V-_-——--—o__.__.._.
NICOLET, Que., Feb. 9—The Hotel
Rochette was burned to the 'ground
tonight. E. Rochette, brot®er of the
roprietor, who was asléep in his-room
at the time, Jost his life. An adjoining
restaurant,  belonging t6 J. Lapage,
was also burned.” Loss $20,000, fairly

insured.

Be Effected—May Be Three |25
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ookir two separ-
WO 5. The first
intimation she had )
thing wrong was
came into the room¥n which she' was
teaching ‘and . fell W1 unconscious.
Miss Walker then de an investiga-
tion and found the #holars in the next
room half ‘uncons in their seats.
: out and then
beglh $o lose  conscibusness herself. At
great rigk, she confinued and finally
the room was--clearéd. Most of the
children fell: down the snow out-
side, but with & exception of one
sly ill, they all
s A faulty furnace
of the trouble.

Deputation Tells:Premier Whit-
sey of Ontaro That Schooi
Buildings Are Sold Cheaply

" to Separate School Boards

»

TOR 0, Feb, 9.—That in sevéral
school .- districts in eastern Ontario,
chiefly -in Russell, Prescott, Glengary
and Stormont, costly public schools
had- beea. sold t¢. /separate school

“: { boards for th.nl;:% gg:i“ﬁ'om $5 to
%ﬂd at_in a5 er_of public.
f,vac 18 the teac! were all Cat%aliel

and that Catholie’ prayers and other
religious observances were held dur-
ing ‘school houtrs; were charges made
by a députation of the joint legisla-
‘tion:. committee of ‘the provineial
grand lodges of Ontario East aad
West, which waited on Premier 'Whit-
ney today.

- Affidavits..to the above effeet made
by gentlemen of standing and ability
werg laid- before the Premier. The
deputation  claimed tha't these prac-
tices : obtained in localities where a
majority of separate school supporters
had been elected on the public school
board.

Sir James, in his reply, said that an
the statements and documents in
writing would be.handed to-‘the min-
ister of education, and tha't the matter
"thus -brought to his attention would
hae immediate and careful consider-
ation.

Manitoba Nominations,
WINNIPEG, Feb. 9.-—Nominations
today for the local legislature were:
Pilot Mound, J. B. Baird, Liberal;
Stonewall, Ira  Stratton, Liberal;
Springfield, P. Fullerton, Conservative.

D

Saskatchewan Minister Married.

ST. MARY’S, Ont., Feb. 9.— The
marriage of Miss Eva Mildred; daugh-
ter of J. Travis Leslie, manager of
the local branch. of the Bank of Mon-
treal, to Hon. James A. Calder, LL. D.,
of Regina, took place at the residence
of the bride’s parents today, Rural

Calder left on the afternoon train for
New York and other southern points.

PER AN

Hudson Bay Route.

OTTAWA, Feb. 9.—In the House to-
day Hon, G. P. Graham gave the fol-
lowing revised estimates of ‘the cost of
the Hudson Bay railway by the altern-
ate routes: Churcaill, construction
$11,861,620; shops, etc., $7,757,152; port
expenses, $6,675,000; total, $25,783,672.
Nelson, construction, $8,981,000; shops,
etc., $7,440,000; port expenses, $5;065,-
000, total, $21,486,000.

Castro in Canary Isiands
. 'WASHINGTON, Feb. 9.—The Amer-
iean consul at Canary Islands'today
reported to the state department that
ex-President Castro, of Venezuela, had
arrived - from Spain. Nothing was

kno t Thns -
Bl BaRl of Gomiderce. | toly. nown as to his plhns or future move

ments, but it is supposed that Castro
has gotten to the nearest point of
‘vantage to watch developments in
Venezuela, with the purpose of re-
turning to that country if conditions
are favorable.

HARRISBURG, Pa., Feb. 9.—More
than one billion fish were hatched and
distributed from the State fish hatch-
eries in Pennsylvania during the last
year, according,to the annual . report
of Fish Commissioner Willlam E. Mee-
han.  The United States hatcheries in
1908 produced only a little more than
double- this total, and it exceeds any
previous year in the history of Penn-
sylvania.

The actual total was 1,114,361,264, the
production of each of the state hach-
eries being as follows:—Corry, 4,239,
300; Brie, 224,136,345;" Bellefonte, 8,577,-
082; - Wayre, 481,880,900; ' Torresdale,
156,851,182; Union City, " 161,750,030;
Crawford, ~91,385,900; Spruce Creek,

6! :

The varieties included the following:
~Whitefish, 47,867,700; yellow perch,
397,046,140; blue pike, 99,660,000; shad,
15,000,000; large mouth bass, 83,200;
small mout hbass, 506.908; catfish, 459~
816; sunfish, 697,280; brook. trout,9,-
246,375; lake trout, 2,895.000; \lake her-
ring, 114,934,400; pickerel, 300,150,000;
pike-perch;, 167,125.

mister. of public’

Dean Taylor officiating. Mr. and Mrs.:

Winnipeg. Protest Agparently
Causes Further Considera-
tion of Recent Order on the
Part of Postmaster General
Lemieux

ROVINCIALRIGHT. .
. * OF INCORPORATION

Summary of Expenditure on St.
Lawrence River Route, In-
cluding Montreal and Que-
bec Harbors

OTTAWA, ‘Feb. 7.—Private bills,
questions and motions took up the at-
tention of the house today, and the
.order paper was Swept pretty clear of
the business of private members.

‘Hugh' Guthrie, who has assumed' the
role of the apostle of technical educa-
tion, sécured from Hon. Mackenzie
King some information as to the re-
plies received from the provincial pre-
miers regarding. the appointment of 'a
royal commission to investigate Can-
ada’s needs in this respect. Nova.Sco~
tia ‘would be delighted te see such a
comrhission appointed. . New Bruns-
wick was of the same frame of mind,
while “8ir Lomer Gouin’s reply was
imore guarded. He said in his = reply
that his government was of the opin-
ion that anything preliminary to pub-
lic edueation, whether ‘the stibject be
special teaching or géneral teaching; be-
longs to the province exclusively. He
added that he wished no misander-
standing on the peint. = As, however,
the minister said the commission would
merely collect = iInformation, which
would later on be placed at the dis=
posal of the . provinces Sir Lomer
Gouin’saw no objection to the appoint-
mentiof a-commission.

Mr. Monk's
bill and Mr. Harris’ measure respect-

ing co_ﬁ_oper:tzion xv;)r;sre read a second
id* sent to p?nma J#ﬂ-- ¢
| tee, where they will be iscussed tHor-

oughly tomorrow. The debate on the
naval ‘bill and the two , amendments
thereto will be taken up tomerrow, Mr.
Foster having the floor. :

Mr. Lewis introduced a bill to amend
the immigration act, one "clause  of
whieh provides that immigrants, on
landing, shall each ‘be furnished with
notice, verbal and in the shape of : a
document in his own - language, that
the carrying of ‘weapons is prohibited.
A second clause prohibits immigration
to Canada from: Europe south of lati-
tude 44 degrees north and east of long-
titude 20 degrees east. }

Post Offices on Sunday.

Mr."Haggart brought up the closing
of the Winnipeg post ‘office on Sun-
days. Mr. Lemieux repled that it had
been closed in response to requests
from various religious bocfes. He had
récelved a telegram of protest fronr
business men in Winnipeg. The mat-
ter is under, consideration.

The item of  private bills . caused
much -discussion on two megsures. The
first of these was the incc:';oration of
“IInstitut de Nptre Dame des| Mis-
sions,” an educational and charitable
institution whch operates in the three
prairie provinces and which hitherto
has been working under an old Mani-
toba charter. The question of provin-
cial rights was raised, and incidentally
Col. Sam Hughes took the ground that
educational institutions should ' come
under the control of the provinces. The
argument was rather prolonged, Sir
Wilfrid Laurier finally saving that the
provinces controlled public schools, but
that every British subject had = ‘the
right to send his children to private
schools. The bill was passed with
some amendment as to property rights,
The association’s real estate holdings
are limited to a million dollars and the

provincial laws relating to mortmain-

will a&ply except where the property
is within the legislative authority of
the Dominion house.

Mr. Conmee’s Bill Trimmed.

Mr. Conmee’s bill to incorporate the
International ' Waterways Canal and
Construction Co.,, to which, on a pre-
vious sitting, Mr. Pugsley strongly ob-
Jected, was read a second.time and
sent to the railway committee. The
following amendments were made: As-
siniboine river was safeguarded, refer-
ences to it being cut out. The Sas-
katchewan was protected; the company
was deprived of prior rights to water
priveleges; the company’s plans must
be approved by the waterways com-
mission and the government; the com-
pany is to have no control over non-
navigable waters; also the bill must be
reprinted and. all objections must bpe
heard. , 4

Mr. Warburton obtained papers dén
the subject of the steamer Toutes be-
tween Prince Edward Island and the
mainland. In moving he spoke of the
various routes, comparing their merits.

During the question hour Mr. Monk
was informed by the:premier that the
government was building a dredge at
Sorel from plans prepared - by John
Kennedy, formerly chief engineer of-
the Montreal harbor ‘commission. The
estimated cost was $230,000. It was
not the case that the dredge was found
incapable of carrying its-anchors with-
out sinking even before it had any
coal placed on board. ' The dredge,
however, was being lengthened 25 feet
to inerease her floating powers ' and
fréeboard. Mr. Sinclair was told that
the following gross amounts had been
expended on the St. Lawrence ship
channel by the government: Deepen-
ing, lighting and dredging to 1909, $7,-
205,543; plant, shop, surveys, ete., $3,-
501,449; improving - Montreal harbor,
$1,064,240; improving Quebec.. harbor,’
$1,691,026.  The . present government
loan to the Montreal harbor commis-
sloners was $10,870,000. &

co-operative societies"

o Ry o
Story Told of Sailor’s Plot to Kill Offi-
cers of Galicia and. Secure Gold
Consignment
e P % 7

NEW YORK, Feb..9.—A piratical tale
of a plot to kill the officers of the liner
Galicia, seize $800;000 in gold consigned
to Rio Janeiro and then wreck the ves-
sel off the coast of South America, was
told by the sailors aboard the Galicia
today.

A member of the erew gave the alarm
and Peter Nienam, a sailor, was put in
irons and taken to Hamburg for trial.
Officers of the Galicia could not be
found to verify the story.

Nienam was a country boy and shipped
last fall on the Galicla, which was
bound for Rio Janmeiro with the gold.
The sailor said Nienam unfolded a plot
to kill the officers with axes while they
Were asleep and. then  after wrecking
[crow: "o sallove sien was betcays
':ngtho was put in irons after a hard
gnt.

MORE FLOOD TERROR

Flood Conditions in Belgium and Part
of France Threaten Much
Damage

PARIS, Feb, 9~—Flood conditions in
the eastern section are becoming
worse. The Marne near Rheims has
risen about. fifteen inches today, and
the inhabitants of the valley are flee-
ing with their belengings. The river
Ailsne rose three feet within a few
hours. S

It is estimated that the Seine at
Paris will remain stationary  until
Monday, when it will be slightly aug-
mented by the waters of the Marne
and Upper Seine.

Among :subscriptions. received for
the flood fund today was $1,000 from
the. French colony at Montreal. -

B, Belgium, Feb. 9—The river
Meuse jJas overflowed its banks. More
ihan 200 houses are under water at |
Flemelle and. Jempho, while the sub-
urbs of Liege are under water,

Grand Trunk’q New Move

-PROVIDENCE, R. L, Feb. 9.—A de-
finite move by the Grand Trunk rail-
way to secure an_ entrance into Rhode
Island will be made tomorrow, ac-
cording to Attorney John 8. Murdock,
of this city. Mr. Murdock announced
tonight that he would file in the legis-
lature tomorrow. a petition for &
charter for a .company, to be known
as the Southern New England Rail-
way. Co., and to be operated ‘as a part
of the Grand T¥unk system. He stated
that Grand Trunk officials had author-
ized this action.

z

J, A Sayward Has Awarded
G. C. Mesher & Co. Contract
for Construction of $200,000

_Building on Douglas Street

An  eight-story reinforced concrete
building, costing $200,000, is to adorn
the -northeast corner of View and
Douglas streets. Plans have been pre-
pared for and approved by J. A. Say-
ward, who is making the investment,
and G. C. Mesher & Co., the con-
tractors, who began:excavation some
days ago, are prepared to rush the
structure to completion with all pos-
sible ‘despatch, such being their in=-
structions. /

Unlike the general run of the blocks
which have been started in the bus-
iness section in the course of the past
several months, this will not be de-
signed, “in  part, for the rental‘ of
apartments. The lower floor will be
utilized for stores only, and each one
will 'be large, well lighted, lgid out in
modern style and provided with up-
to-date conveniences. The other sev-
en stories will ‘be devoted exclusively
to offices. It ig*impossible to state,
at the time of writing, just how many
of these there will be, but, as may be
imagined when it is explained that
the dimensions of the structure will
be 80x120 feet, there will be more of
such- accommodation than is possessed
by any of Victoria's, present blocks.
That this enterprise should be under-
taken is generally accepted as an in-
dication of  Victoria’s great develop-
ment. " Mr. yward is confldent that
there won’t be‘any difficulty in find-
ing tenants for every square foot of
floor space as soon as the building is
ready for occupancy,

Yesterday Mr. Mesher expressed
Mimself as unwilling to ‘venture an
éstimate of the date of the comple-
tion of the project. He declared that
no time would be lost unnecessarily.
This was evinced by the fact that Mr.
Sayward - had ordered the grading of
the foundation before the plans had
been definitely passed. A large forece
of men would be employed from the
time the first stone:was laid until the
task <was finished and the new bus-
iness iustitution in shape for service.

October Mansions.

By the end of Augus: it is expected
that the “October Mansions,” as Mr,
J. H. Tod@d dubbed the apartment
‘bullding constructed under his in-
structions on his property at the cor-
ner of Cook and Fért stréets, will be
finished. As there appears to -be some
misapprehension concerning the sum
involved  ip this enterprise it may be
explained that the total outlay will
reach between $35,000 and $40,000. It
will be a three-story building and, as
has ‘been '8 s the plangs call for
strictly modern apartments.’ “I want
everything just a little better than
the average” is said to have been Mr.
Todd’'s instru¢tions to the architect
and as no reasonable expense is be-
ing 'spared those injunctions will be
taken Iliterally, )

Just opposite to this block there is
l."not'gbr structure in view, the capital
in t¥u instance being furnished by
‘Mr. Todd. -He is understood: to pro-
pose putting up an office building

NDREAEWAL OF
PRVATECHARTERS

Affecting 'Paper” Railways
After This Session

REJECTS AMENDMENT

[

Government Cannot See lts
Way Clear to Increase ‘the
Amount Exempt Under the
Act

{

In the provincial legislature yester-
day afternoon the announcement was
made by Premier McBride that after
the present session, the government
will adopt the policy of opposing any
renewal of private railway charters,
unless for exceptional good and suffi-
cient cause.. The first minister ex~
plained that many complaints  hdd
reached him of the publie. interests
suffering in various parts of the coun-
try affected by these projected avenues
of transport because their natural
progress had been much impeded by
these paper railroads; it was for this
reason that the government would op-
Dose renewals of charter privilegesin
the future, ;

Mr. Hayward during the afternoon
asked for the discharge from the ord-
ers of his resolution in the direction
of invoking Dominion legislation pro-
hibitory of Astatics’'becoming property
owners in Canada. The resolution is
not abandoned—bdt will be brought
forward in anothér form so soon as
the member for Cowichan completes
the preparation of his brief.

In committee on: the Assessment Act
amendment bill, ¥Finance Minister -
Bowser announced that after careful-
1y considering the matter in all its
bearings, he found himself unable to
accept Mr. Hawthornthwaite's  sug-
gestion that the exemption of income
from. taxation  should hereafter be
2$,000. : of: $1,000. a8 news pro="
vided for. “If the exemption was made”
even $1,500, instead of :$1,000; the.
ernment would lose - $30,000  in' re-
venue, ‘and altheugh the country was
prosperous the administration . could
not afford to' too: greatly reduce .its
revenues, He did not think the peo~
ple seriously desired® the increased
exemption.

The bill was, therefore, reported
complete with amendments.

The bills to provide for medical in-
spections in the publi¢ schools, and to
amend the Factories Act were given
third reading; the bill to bring in
force the federal juvenile courts sys-
tem uniformly throughout the ' pro-
vince was advanced through the com-
mittee without change; and the sec-
ond readings passed of the bills re-
specting crown® costs and to exempt
Dominion annuities from garnisheeor
attachment, this lattér measure also
being put through committee. The
bill’to amend the Placer Mining Act
was brought down by message, intro-
duced by the minister and given its
initial reading.

Premier’s Statement

It was at the opening of the house
that Hon. Mr. McBride made his sig-

'‘nifiéant annou t in- respect to
railWway charters. It was becoming a
300 general practice, he said, for cer-.
tain railway companies to  secure
charters from the legislature, and hav-
ing failed to fulfil the requireménts
imposed upon them; come back to the
railway committee and the house year
after|year for renewals, although the
original bill as a rule| contained dis-
tinct  provision for forfeiture of rights
as the penalty of failure to build the
projected road.

“This practice has led to an abuse,”
said the premier, “and let me repeat
that such an  abuse simply causes
alarm throughout the parts' of the
country affected by such legislation.
\From information reaching my ears,
after it has been said that the work
must go on and the people accept it
as decided that the railway must be
built, nothing at all is done; This has
often been referred to as building rail-
ways on paper, I wish to state that
hereafter, unless for very ‘good and
sufficient cause, the government will
refuse the renewal of railway charters
already granted by the province  of
British Columbia.”

Mr. Hawthornthwaite in behalf of
the opposition took occasion to com-
pliment the premier upon his stand in
this important matter. From his side
of the house, attention had two years
ago been directed -to this particular
abuse, and he was pleased-to see that
the efforts of himself and his associ-
ates had not been without effect, and
that there would be no more charter-
mongering in future in regard to rail-
ways in‘l‘lgrltish Columbia.

In moving for a return of all papeérs
and information relative to changes
and appointments in ' the assessor’s
office, Mr. Jardine pointed = out that
last session a bill had been made law
for reformation of the civil service; re-
quiring appointments by examination,
ete. It appeared to him that the
house was entitled to'know if the
principle adopted in this legislation
had been followed in the  appeint-
ments referred to in his’ resolution.
The order was not opposed.

On motion of Mr. Hayward, the bill
to amend the existent act of the Men-
zies Bay Railway Co., the first pri-
vate bill of the session, passed sec-
ond reading, it being explained that
the measure is simply for the pur-
pose of énabling the North Pacific
Lumber Co. to build a road by which
to get their logs to tidewater.

Introduced by Message

Bills were introduced by mes;

costing  about $10,000.  Operations,
however, will not commence for a

couple of months, 'l

sage
providing for the amendment of the
{Continued on Fage 3.)
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