The Plebiscite.

Ex-Governor Mackintosh on
Eight-Hour Feature of the
Martin cbmblnqﬂon.

Mine Owners and Workmen
Should Have Liberty of
Friendly Al"fﬂﬂﬂemt-

From Rossland Miner, March 16.

Editor Miner:—It doubtless surprised
many to learn from varions newspa-
pers at a distance, that Rossland was
virtually under martial law; that scores
of special constables guarded particular
precincts, and that the attorney-general
of the province, moved by tender soli-
citude for citizens or specials or both,
had been forced to reprove His ‘Worship
the Mayor, and to ask for the name of

the vicious magistrate who took upon

himself the awful responsibility of
swearing in these constables. This by-
lay might be humorons were it not for
fheylnugs involved, so far as the mining
interests of British Columbia  are cou-
cerned. The idea of an atforney-gemer-
al accepting one-sided testimony, and
upon this, presuming to dictate to a
constitationally governed community,
was quite sufficient proof that some one
earned i
zhough a dire blow was directed at a
particular district. We know fthat up-
heavals of every description are too {f-
ten the opportunity for politicians; ! ut
there are periods in the progress of
provinces, as well as nations, when he
who attempts to utilize the tribulation
of & community in order to advance his
own interests, or the interests of any
coterie .represented by him, is guilty of
treachery to the dearest safeguards of
the commonwealth. thinking men,
all who realize their responsibilities,
must be pained by the'lspectable of ro-
bust assemblages of miners, grouped at
every corner of Columbia avenue; 'all
honest men must deplore the situation.
No man, I care not with what party he
is allied, wonld for one moment dream
of utilizing the position for the further-
ance of partisan designs. Rather would
he endedvor by this object lesson = to
draw the mine owner and the mine
worker together; rather should all well
thinking citizens pause ere committing
themselves to any drastic policy or ally-
ing themselves with the politician, the
demagogue or the agitator. Rossland
mines require the services of skilled
miners, if they are to be practically de-
vel . 'Will this be accomplished by
driving the best labor out of the camp?
Will the problem be solved on the other
hand, by antagonistic demonstrations
against the mine owners? In short, will
advantage to either accrue, consequent
upon a war of capital against labor, or
vice ‘versa? < 'We do not want political
manoeuverers to play with the ques-
tion; nor do we. want foreign agitators.
The hour has arrived demanding the
best work of honorable, unprejudiced
men elected from either side. British
Columbia, or the greater portion if it,
is essentially a mining area awaiting the
industrial energies of all classes for de-
velopment. ~ Rossland, as well as the
undary and Slocan, are essentially
mining centres, and in striving to form-
ulate reasonsble = principles of settle-
ment, we must consider the mine own-
ers, the mine workers, the province as
‘'a whole—then the. politicians. 1 refer
to the latter because the legislature must
crystallize into enactments such meas-
ures as the electors approve of, and
more than this, because the great Con-
servative party appears to be -appealing
1o the people, without a leader who can
guarantee anything or vouchsafe pro-
tection to any class saffering from griev-
ances. A platform may come into ex-
istence, but a platform without a front-
iepiece clothed with authority to give it
life is poor material out of which: to
mould permanence. A Conservative
myself, T object to sailing under false
colors. ence, in all honor, I deem it
proper to place my views upon record,
irre ive of the imaginary advantage
gained by reticence, In the first place
my voice is against the Hon, Joseph
Martin’s eight-hour plebiseite. He pro-
poses to keep the law as it stands until
the legislature meets. What else can
he do? Can he suspend it? Can he
annul it by an order in council? Cer-
tainly not. Next, the Minister of
Mines, Mr. Smith Curtis, will make a
diplomatic tour, striving to pacify all
rival elements, after he has already put
himself on record as the champion of
measures which, placed within the cov-
ers of statute books, would prove more
disastrous than any possible existing
labor legislation. Mr. Caurtis failing,
then a referendum; that failing—then
chaos! We all know the fate of the
prohibition plebiscite, and at all events,
‘as has been said; compromises, like poor
umbrellas, make very bad shelters in a
storm. Mr. Martin’s referendum would
simply postpone action for at least a
year; if it carried, his governmment would
be forced to keep the eight-hour law on
the statute or to violate every principle
or pledge involved. ' If, on the other
hand, it met with an overwhelming de-
feat, Mr. Martin would be forced to ex-
puige the law from the ordinances
the province. Meanwhile what would
befall the miners who desired to work
.or the ecapital that, driven from the
country, would be invested elsewhere?
More than this, what would be the fate
of those who had invested hundreds of
“thousands of dollars in commerce, trade,
- lumber, shipping and real estate? . By
the time Mr, Martin and Mr. Curtis had
passed through the referendum ordeal,
dragging all these interests at. their
chariot wheels, ruin would stare every
an in the face, consequent upon capi-

1 withdrawing from 'a- catch-as-catch
can policy. I am not overdrawing the
picture, nor laying on black coloring
where brighter tints aight be used. I
speak feelingly, but I speak sincerely.
My ‘one hope in writing thus candidly is
to promote an .amicable settlement. Mr,
Martin, Mr. Curtis, nay. a. score of poli-
ticians and office seekers may profess
solicitude upon behalf of all interests
involved. My contention is that the
bounden duty of mine owners and mine
workers is to come. together; not stand
squaring off at one dnother. 'Again I
say, it the referendum declared against
an eight-hour mining law, investors
would be shrewd enough to postpone ac-
tion, and, having postponed, would not
be likely to again enter the arena. If,
on the other hand, the law were main-
tained a double injury might be inflict-
ed, for business, having been practically
suspended -for many  months, would not
be likely to revive. In a erisis such as
this every citizen should speak out. His
interests are supreme, and his influence
ghould be ‘of paramount importance, I

contend, with -all due deference to the b

opinion -of others, that the mine owner

| speed. Unfortunately

to make political capital, even
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should wmxl::tkto_lu'_lgh back against
a éompany’s. accotint. and issue

ultimatum “Work or starve or find em-
ployment elsewhere;” ~ that the mine
worker shonld thinkseripusly’ ere com-
mitting himself to"a hard and fast poli-
ey of _ “The tight-hour law or- nothing;
no . eonicesion, no sacrifice, no compro-
mise.” HBach should pause before it is
too late and be willing to make a sacri-
fice and each be willing to act reasona-
bly. Oneof the greatest industries in the
province is undoubtedly for the time be-
ing jeopardised, and why? Simply be-
cause a few politicians at a caucus pri-
vately agr upon legisla

and were put to deliver the goods ac-
cording to contract; that certain legisla-
tion - was put through at telegraphic
this was subse-
quent to immense sums of money being
invested in British Colnmbia; not mil-
lions but tens of millions, and only when
various investing companies compared
their month time * expenditures with
work accomplished duriug the correspond-
ing months of the previous year was it
alleged that under the eight-hour law the
greater portion of what should have been
profits entirely disappeared. This was
aggravating, sure enough, but doubly so,
when found that many above ground
were receiving ealaries for creating dis-
satisfaction amongst those working be-
iow, and that to foreign interference was
‘traceable much of the ontent and un-
‘rest so gravely prejudicial to mining in-
terests in various sections of the prov-
‘ince, - The legislature was appealed to
without “effect and finally many mines
were yirtually closed, with the result that
hundreds of able-bodied men were forced
to seek other fields of operation. It had
been said that these men would not re-
spect law and order; that they were in-
tent mpon creatihg public disturbance; in
their praise be it said that not the re-
motest: symptom of rowdyisin was ob-
servable; mo statute, municipal or provie-

‘cial, was violated, furuishing conyincing

testimony that had all classes of miners
been properly approached some reason-
able solution of the problem might have
been arrived at. True, all the mine own-
ers asked might not have been conceded,
nor sll the mine workers demanded been
agreed to; still a broad and effective con-
ference, comprising not only the two
parties but disinterested coadjutors
might possibly have restored harmony.
At all events, I have yet to know that
this was done ,and am only hopeful that
it may yet be accomplished. Personally
1 feel a great deal of responsibility, hav-
ing been instrumental in inducing inves-
tors to favor British Columbia. Despite
the fact that they secured magpgificent
properties, it is to be reurea ruuy tuen
capital has so far paid very small divi-
dends. The mine workers reaped the bene-
fit of expenditures, while at the same
time merchants, tradesmen, dealers in
every line of commerce, hoping to make
some profit, ventured their ail only to
find competition 8o active that the gen-
eral public derived material benefit in
being able to buy in a cheap and well-
stocked market. Here again the mine
worker, while receixing remunerative
wages, was not forced to pay extravagany
prices. The merchant feels the depres-
sion to-day, and realizes how important
it is to him and to’all branches of busi-
ness that the conflict between the mine
owner and the mine worker be amicably
adjusted. How is this to be accomplish-
ed? Not by abuse, not by acrimony, not
by mutual distrust. Both sides must be,
willing to give and take; both be reason-
able and forbearing. Mr, Martin’s min-
ister of mines may come and go; Mr.
Martin may seream “Referendum’” until
he is black in the face; the gulf will
widen if the present opportunity for ar-
riving at an understanding is treated
cavalierly. If the mine owners feel like
being obdurate, they err very much in-
deeéd, and if’ the better thinking mine
workers permit malign counsel to influ-
ence them, they will have themselves to
blame. )

I’ bave talked with many old mine
workers, - many of whom contend that
they would prefer the ten-hour system,
and at the same time prefer toiling below
rather than above ground. They com-

.plain that in every properly worked mine’

the men go on at 7 o’clock, have an hour
at noon, leaving their work at 20 min-
utes before noon, returning at 1 and be-
ing allowed the time occupied in reach-
ing their work, each shift suspending
work for one hour in order that smoke
from powder may be got rid of and pure
air introduced into the mine.. On the
other hand, they claim that there is cer-
tainly great less of time during eight
hours in a big mine where immense
quantities of powder are mused, and the
air dense and impure, while, added to
this, it is an uowritten law that men on-
iy work eight hours where the bottom of
the shafts are damp or at times partially
flooded. Here, then, is certainly an is-
gue that might be considired, as it proves
that the mine owner cannot. in estimat-
ing loss under the eight-hour law, include
the above as chargeable to Jegislation.
'Then comes the guestion of contract la-
bor. Naturally enough a good miner can
make more money by contracting than by
day labor; but to accomplish this he must
enjoy the very best skilled industry, for
a miner who does not understand his
business will destroy more drills and ma-
chinery than u contract can stand, The
Rossland camp comprises huge beds of
hard rock; the danger is. net great, for
there is little rock broken, and few
masses to jeopardise life by falling, and
ence the machines are up, the air or
steam being turned on, e machinery
practically does’ its own work. On the
other hand, contract labor, say, for in-
stance, . throughout the Slocan country,
in many cases would not answer; less
powder is used, but on the other hand,
constant timbering is requisite in order
to protect the workmen from the falling
t upon loosening masses

) A score of other difficul-
ties present themselves, so far as the
system of contracting is concerned, each
district presenting peculiarities. The
questions are complex, but many more
serious than this have been settled by a
mutual desire to mainain harmony. This
will not be accomplished by mere politi-
cal interference, as whichever policy pre-
vails will leave its heartburning, its
grievances, its sores.. The eight-hour
law need not be repealed, but an under-
standing could be arrived at, expunging
fines and compulsory heurs, and protect-
ing miners, who desire to make contracts,
from any interference upon the part of
those who object to such being entered
into or prosecuted. At all events, it
does seem strange that the mine owners
should be kept at arm’s length, or. the
miners, anxious to work, be forced to re-
main idle. 1 have no interest in mine
working. 1 am neither a-mine worker
nor a mine owner in Rossland or Slocan
or the Boundary. I speak for myself
alone, and appeal to both parties inter-
ested, to exercise a modicum of reason-
able judgment in a crisis to be deplored
by all who have the welfare’of British
Golumbxa_ at heart.
I remain, dear sir. your obedient ser-

vant,
; C. H. MACKINTOSH.
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Are Champions.

Defeated the Sesttle Y. M.C. A.
* Team In International
Basket Ball Match.

Intermediate Association Foot-
ball Championship Goes
to Nanaimo Thistles. .

o, e

The great basket ball game between
the Seattle Y. M. C. A. and the J. B.
A. A. of this city, which was played in
the drill hall at the band concert lasg
night, resulted in a win for the Bays t.>y
87. 'The game was the best ever wit-
nessed in this city, being played -under
the latest rules, which prohibit all ropgh
play and make the game much‘more
interesting from the spectator’s point of
view. At the commencement of the
game the Seattle team made a grand
rush, and before ten minutes had
elapsed they had ‘scored three goals or
six points. The Bays then got a free
throw, which Stephen neatly converted.
Hnrd’play followed, which showed the
Bays superior in lasting powers an
combinution, and at last - Burns
secured from Lorimer and scored. This
was followed by a pass from Kinlaison,
and Burns again added two more points
to the Bays’ score.. For afew minutes
it was hard to hear anything, on ac-
count of the tremendous applause to}-
lowing the change in the home team's
favor.

After half time the Bays appeared
in. much better form, owing to their dili-
gent ‘practice and the hard work that
Prof. Foster had put in on the team.
Play was continued for ten minutes,
when the Bays had a free shot, and
Finlaison evened the score (6-6). The
game remained even but a short time,
for Temple soon converted a free shot
for Seattle, The Bays were ¢ then
thoroughly aroused, and seeing that
 time was short played accordingly.
Finlaison showed wup extremgly well,
and after a brief space of time he
-brought the ball through the press and
scored again for the Bays, making the
score 87 in their favor. Time was
called soon after this. .

Messrs, O'Sullivan and Lowe umpired
the game,- This win gives the Bays
the much-coveted title of champions of
the Pacific Northwest.

ASSOCIATIéN_ FOOTBALL.
Win by Nanaimo. i

The Columbias and Nanaimo Thistles
played the last game of the intermediate
cup series.yesterday, the game resulting
in a win for Nanaimo by a seore of 3-0.
This gives the Thistles the champion-
ship for the season. The game was
very evenly contested all through, the
Thistles playing very well together, but
several of the Columbias were off color.
The Thistles scored two goals in the
first half, both from free kicks. In the
second half Nesbit, of the Columbias,
accidentally scored for their rivals. For
the Columbias Lawson and Marshall
played a splendid game, being ably
assisted by Berkeley, Shahks and Fell
For 'Nanaj?:o, Hailstones, Nimmo,
Adams and ‘Lockhart played well, The
reagon for the Columbias’ defeat may
be summed up in the fact that their
shooting was not good, while every shot
of the Nanaimos was dead on the goal.

GOLF.
The Tournament Continued.

: The spring tourney at the Oak Bay
links was continued yesterday, under
very favorable weather conditions, a
number of the more important matches
being well advanced toward the finals.
These will be brought off to-morrow,
when ‘some strong and interesting play
is looked for.

THE ROD.
Great Fishing in the. Cowichan.

_If there isn’t a rush for the Cowichan

river to-day that will totally eclipse the
exodus of three years ago to the Klon-
dike or the present migration Nome-
wards, it will not be owing to the fact
that the fishing isn't better there than
in either of the Northern camps ' of
which 8o much has been said and
written. Gus Hartnagle, of the Driard,
bears witness—he also. produces divers
splendxdkeghibits, all secured in a single
day’s angling, marked exhibits 1 to 22,
They are all magnificent specimens of
tl_le‘royal trout, and no one who gets
similar luck will ever be forced to pre-
sent -a magnifying glass' with his fish
stories, nor yet- invest his catch with
telescopic attributes. .

e e

FROM NATURAL CAUSES.

Result of the Inqu.;;Into the Death of
the Infant Forrest.

The eoroner’s inquest yesterday after-
noon to enquire into the death of the
infant child, Violet Forrest, resulted in
a verdict of death from natural causes,
attributable to the negligence of the
mother and grandmother.

‘The mother of the child, Ellen For-
rest, & girl 16 years old, and the grand-
mother, Mary Fofrest, were in court,
and were visibly affected at the proceed-
ings. The evidence consisted chiefly in
establishing twe points—the cause of
death and the matter of the issuing of
the burial permit by the’ city.

Dr. Fraser testified t6 having made a
post-mortem examination of the body,
which was that of a very small female
hild,  two or three months eld. There
vere.no marks:of violence on the body,
nor any evidence of uigease. The cause
»f  death' was -evidently 'malnutrition.
The child’s person had not been 'kept
clean, causing excoriations. There was
10 evidence that the child had died from
the effects of any disease, Had proper
medical attendance been secured, the
child’s life might have been saved.

The next witness was Ellen Forrest,
the mother of the child. The child
had been sick one week before she died.
It had the whooping .ough, she thought.
No ‘doctor was ealled in. .

The Coroner—Why did you not call a
doctor? -

Witness—My mother did not
doctors. I do not know why.

Witness, continuing, said the baby
had been fed on oatmeal from a bottle.

The' grandmother of the dead infant
was then ‘called. She corroborated the
evidence  of ‘the. last witness. She did
n:]t believe in doctors, hence none were

¢ i

Undertaker Hanna told of héw he
had obtained  the - burial : certificate.
There being no physidian in attendance,

want

h«i hm!i] inquired at” dcity hal{ﬂgs to
what he. gho do,..and was t to
tihave the mmtr sign ‘as nurse in

attendance,  ‘which “de did. He then

¥ ZERE M

. haye ‘her: s as_ occupier of
honse wher meath took place, which
did.. '§el the permit was issued.

E. W. Bradley, assistant. city clerk,

rroborated the evidence of the last
witness, .

Coroner Hart in his instructions to
the jury said it was clear from the
medical evidence that the child’s death
was caused by neglect.  In regard to
the child being fed on oatmeal, an in-
fant at such an age could not possibly
-assimilate such food. So the question
arose, . Was the child neglected mali-
ciously or through ignorance? But in
any. event it was strange that medieal
advice was not sought. - A

In regard te the burial certificates, he
thought -the city authorities: showed ' &
good deal of looseness in.the system. of

-certificates, mot insisting
upon the. presentation of a doctor’s cer-
tlfélggte.

e

jury brought in a verdict as
above. et il ;

Letters to The Editor

THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUTRAGE
FURTHER CONSIDERED.

Sir:—In dealing with subjects that agi-
tate the public mind during periods of poli-
tical unrest, ' I hate often observed that
speakers as well as writers are apt to lash
themselves into. a state of excitement
amounting almost to phrenzy, and, forget-
ting the great prineiples at stake, and al-
lowing thelr better judgment to be blinded
by passion, permit invective to take the
place of argument and abuse to push rea-
son to the wall, I think it may be fairly
claimed that, in the present controversy
over the extraordinary condition of politi-
c¢al affairs, thefe has been a singular ab-
stention from personalities and demagogic
appeals to excite the popular ire. This ab-
stentiop 18 the more creditable when it is
reflected that ‘the provocation has been
great. The eauses from which the agita.
tion has sprung would be sufficlent in more
populous communities to lead to revolution.
-There are no 'people so sensitive as the An-
lo-Saxons when they have redson to belleve
that ‘their rights have been invaded—that
an attempt is being made to deprive them
of the political powers extorted by the bar-
ong from King John; later confirmed in the
striking off of a royal heud; strengthened
by the Bill of Rights, accepted by William
and Mary in: 1689, which stipulates that
“the levying of money for the use of the
crown by royal prerogative (speclal wae-
rant) without legislative enactment is ille-
gal,” and since enjoyed by the lords and
commoners for more than two centuries

| without an attempt being made to ignore

the popular will. In the letters which I
have addressed to the public through your
columns I can fairly claim that I have
dealt with thé serious questions in a spirit
devoid of passion, prejudice and personali-
ties I have mnot referred to either the
Lieutenant-Governor or the premier in
erms other than of respeetful remonstrance,
The temptation is great to do otherwise.
The outrage on the constitution is so gross
and. inexcusablé that were I to allow my
pen to run away with my discretion and
express my real feelings I should fail to
command thdt attention from the class
whom I labor to reach by the force of ar-
gument and calm discussion.

In previous letters I have said that His
Honor was not ‘blameable for calling on Mr.
Martin if he had reason to belleve that Mr,
Martin had a ‘good following in the house
and country. “His Honor's attack on the
constitution began ‘when, after a fair trial,
he found that-'the premier did not possess
the confidencei’of the country or the legis-
lature. . Hvery day that the premier is suf-
fered to remain’ in power without an ap-
peal to the people adds to the difficulty of
the situation, i the popular di
tent and brings the country nearer to a
political and financlal crisis, which may in-

fore :matters are allowed to resume their
constitutional ¢ourse.

The great neéd of the province to-day is
legislation—wholesome laws to correct the
evil work of the gession of 1899, and to in-
augurate other‘and necessary reforms. The
relations of la¥or and capital are of a most’|
unsatisfactory /inature. Experienced and’
able miners aré idle in every camp. Eng-
lish ‘capitalists no longer regard British Co-
lumbia as a safe field for investment and
much of the capital already Invested is
either earning nothing or realizing a loss.
It was estimated, two months ago, that
the shrinkage in values of Slocan proper-
ties since the Igbor agitation began was
$9,000,000, It is now asserted that the
shrinkage represents $12,000,000. This is
an enormous sum. It is sufficlent In
amount to-build Mr. Martin’s government
railway from the Coast to Kootenay.  Dew
velopment has practically closed in Koot-
enay and prospécting for new flelds is at a
standstill. - Offielal figures show that ‘“for
the seven months, from June 1st to Decem-
ber 31st, the shipments in the riding of
Kaslo- alone had: fallen from 20,660 tons,
valued at $1,675,222, during the correspond-
ing period in 1898, to 4,904 toms, worth
$363,954 in 1809, and that one thousand men
less are employed at Kaslo than in 1808,
The effeet upon business, manufactures,
banking and transportation interests, and
on miners themselves cannot be estimated
in dellars and cents. It is incalculable, The
withdrawal . of capital from Kootenay,
which followed closely on the heels of the
labor troubles, has cast a'blight over every
Interest. Credit is dead. “Pay to-day and
I'll trust to-morrow,” is the motto of the
prudent shopkeeper. The banks refuse to
discount ‘paper that before the strike was
welcomed. Notes are either protested or
renewed that: few months ago would
have been met at maturity. The merchants
of Victoria: and Vancouver are declining or-
ders; from dealers in the interior who were
always before regarded as “good,”” These
are bare facts, I produce them on the very
best authority, When I say that the pros-
pect is alarming I do not overdraw the
picture. ‘“Oh! the pity of 1t.”” A year ago
things looked so bringt and promising. To-
day all is gloom and- uncertainty. The
Lieutenant-Governor had the opportunity of
his life, Dissolntion should have followed
prorogation. - At this moment the elections
should have been well-nigh over and the
‘house could have been got together by the
1st of May. Even now, if the Lieutenant-
Governor should take a firm stand and in-
sist upon an early appeal the country might
be saved from disaster.. If he-should de-
eline to take advantage of the opportunity
'we might as well erase 1900 from the cal-
endar. It will be a dead year, indeed, for
British -Columbia and one to whic¢h we can
never refer but with feelings of pain. 'If
the Governor has been.advised that a full
vote ean only be had after a revision of
the lists, he is wrongly advised. ‘The pro-’
bability is that if thepolung should be put
off till June fewer votes will be east than:
if the elections were held ip Mar Already
the population of the coast citles is being
depleted by every departure for the north-
ern gold mines. ' Nome, Atlin and Yukon
are claiming many British Columbians thus
early in the season, In another month or
two there will be a “rush’” of hundreds of
voters to those fields and a comparatively
small vote will be cast in June, /

The situation bristles wicu difficulties,
which one sweep of the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor's pen would remove. . The power re-
sides in him. He mnst have seen that It
is impossible for Mr. Martin to form a
government.  Whatever delusion he may
haye labored under before with respect to

the ' premier's ' popularity should now be
dispelled. Whatever chance Mr. Martin
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nt to the registrar’s office and asked | may
Jif_that was spfiicient, and was direett‘e‘g ‘

vove many of our citizens in great loss be- |

‘ he has none ‘now. ;
thig'statement—if the fallure

of this assertion—he has meang at his com-
mand to verify it. The country is crying
out for legislation. Every interest in lan-
guishing for want of it. The future of the
province for years hangs upon it. Aection
by Mr. McInnes is anxiously awaited. Wil
he respond to the almost unanimous de-
mand of the people of the province and by
ordering an early election restore to them
those constitutional privileges of which
they have been deprived? Or will he
cling to his idol and go down with him to
a political grave from which there will be
no resurréction. Mr. Martin may ‘‘bob up
serenely’’ at some foture time; but for the
Lieutenant-Governor there will be reserved
the fate of poor Sir Oharles Darling, the
Australian governor, who, thinking that
he was a' greater man than the Colonial
Secretary tore the constitution of the col-
ony into tatters at the bidding of a cabinet
of demagogues and was dismissed.
D. W. HIGGINS.

A PROVINCIAL PARTY.

Bir: This is not a time when British
Columbia can afford to throw herself blind-
Iv into the arms of either of the political
varties recognized in federal affairs.

At present this province is in a most un-
fortunate political condition, and there is
apparently but one hope for the country,

That hope ig in the selection of a thor-
oughly trustworthy.and patriotic man as
leader of the government—that is to be.

Now !s the time for a provincial party
to arise, having at its head some well
known and respected son of British Co'um-
bla, who can be depended upon by men
who have in the past voted Liberal, and
by men who have voted Conservative. As
England in the time of her need called
upon the idol of the army, ‘Little Bobs,’”
to lead her.soldiers to victory, so British
Columbia In this the time of her sore dis-
tress, must geek as the leader of her gov-
ernment—some local “Little Bobs.”

It is altogether to be deplored that during
the period when capital has been barred
from the most promising field available for
speculative investment by the South Afri-
can war, the abundant natural resources of
British Columbia have failed to attract the
idle eapital of Great Britain,

We have not far to search for reasons
why this province has falled to profit by
such a great opportunity.

o 1§l before he issued his Femark-§
His

mier t6 form a ministry has not:§
convinced him of the correctness::

No doubt the chief reasons are to be
found in the non-progressive and penuri-
ous policy of the late provinclal govern-
ment, and in the ‘“wet blanket” that was
thrown over the struggling industries of the
province by a law which shortened the
working day and thereby reduced—or en-
tirely removed—the profits of mining com-
panies.

At the present juncture, the people of
British Columbia can well afford to sink
petty personal considerations and select as
thelr representatives in the legislature men
who will pledge themselves to honestly en-
deavor to assist the legitimate develop-
ment of all the great natural resources of
the province, and epact such laws as will
protect allke the interests of labor and
capital.

Once again I say—let us have a provin-
cial party.

’ ONLOOKER.
Victoria, March 22.

F e

7 PROVINOCIAL UNIONISTS,.

Sir; If it is not an impertinence on my
part, I 'would euggest to “Oplooker”’ and
others, that a party should be forthwith
formed under the title of Provincial Union-
ists. I think this would be an apt and ap-
propriate title at the present time.

Secondly. That: measures, not men, as
formerly suggested by the Colonist, should
be the battle-ery.

Thirdly. That the leaders and advocates
of the Unionist psrty should be governed
as nearly as possible in the discussion of
political measures, and the conduct of pub-
lic men, by the use of what is known as
parliamentary language.

Fourthly. That an endeavor should be
made to give provincial polities or the dis-
cussion thereof, a better. tone than has
hitherto prevailed.

Affirmative action is required, whereas to
hesitate because of opposition, sneers and
guerilla attacks, by invisible opponents or
otherwise, is an attitude of negation. Go
ahead, sir; *Be just and fear not.”

In conclusion, allow me to remind you
of a remark of Sir James Fitzjames Steph-
en, as follows: ‘‘The man who can sweep
up the greatest number of fragments of
political power into ene ‘heap will govern

rest.”
3 8. PERRY MILLS.

B
WHO CAN ANSWER THIS?

Sir:—Could you kindly oblige me by
letting me know through the columns
of your valﬁablehpaper, t'h_e vdalg: l%t 25&
1V British sovereign, da 3
e COIN COLLECTOR.
Victoria, March 23. :

R

Severed His Connection.—Mr. L. W
Seymour has severed his connection with
Van Anda, where he has been editor of
the local paper, the Coast Miner, justice
of the peace, license commissioner, etc.
Mr. Seymour also handled the real estate
and building operations of the Van:Anda
Copper & Gold Company, insurance and
other incidental business, in which he
has been very successful.
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Offer the following seaso

¢
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f;_gblf ioods

“Planet Jr.”
Seed Drills,
Cultivators, Etc..

4

Garden Tools; all kinds,Lawn Mov)ers,Hose

Hose Reels, Lawn Sprinklers, Etc.

“ALSO A FULL LINEOF —— .

HARDWARE, IRON, STEEL, FARM MACHINERY, VEHICLES, ETC..

3%

COFFEES | DISCRINRATING BUYERS

will find it profitable to

STEMLER & EARLE,

«Hbandle only the best in...

 SPICES
>E < ‘

CCFFEES PURE SPICES .-a' PURE BAKIKG POWDLR.

HIGHEST STANDARD GUARANTEED

IMPORTERS AND

wrcrzess VICTORIA

HEAD OFFICE:—Thomas Earle, 02, 94 ard ¢7. Wharf £t, Victoria, E.C.

S,

‘The Coumbia Elouring Mills ‘Company

ENDERBY AND VERNON.

Premier, Three Star, Superfine, Gahame

and Whole Wheat Flour..

\

R. P. Fithet & Co., Proprietors, Victoria:

LEA &

PERRINS’

Observe the
Signature

n Blye Inn
iz, i""’«"«f the Cuts'C®
“per of eyery BOH®

ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE

AGENTS: J. M. Douglas & Go., and E. G. Golson & Son, Montrea*,

——

Like a Searchlight

Our quest for the latest and best of everything per-

taining to a complete stock of Groceries is unequalled. -

The trophies of recent researches in the best mar-

kets are now disptayed on our shelves and it will pay you to
inspeet them, : e

Prices. ~ Correspondence solicited. '+

When in need of anything be sure to write for

T. & B. Tobacco, thick plugs. .. 25cts.
Pearline...... ...... .2 pkgs. 26cts.
White Beans..............4cts. pound.
Brown Beans...... .. ....4cts. pound.
Smoked Bacon..........18cts. pound.
Dry Salt Bacon .... .... 12jcts. pound
Corn Starch............Bcts. package
Lager Beer...... ......2 bottles 28cts
Port Wine.... .... ........60cts. bottle

Complete Assortment of Flower Seeds.

4
“nm

.

Ross

o

Co.

T

F(;RTY SECOND YE

Roberts’ Move
Near at

Suach Now the Impressid
‘Boer Force Two We
March Distant.

Free State Towns Garg
and Civil Governmen
Belng Planned.

.
Londoa, March 29.—5:15 a.

‘. “Roberts has sent 10,000 troops

ten miles north of’ Bloemfo

the railway. This is a preli

the gemeral advance.

Immense quantities of storg
now been accumulated at Bloe
and Lord Roberts’ infantry is s
about to move. An impr
can be traced to the war office, i
that the advance will begin ne
day.

Boer observation parties are
near Bloemfontein, but Lord
has 180 miles to cover before
the great‘position which the B
preparing at Kroonstadt. Mo
miles a day is probably the bes
«do with his field transports. T
he can hardly engage the Boers
far two weeks. z

The reconstruction of the rail
hind him may even delay an inv|
the Transvaal until May.

Meanwhile all the :mportant
the Free State within Lord
reach are being garrisone
Nichu, Philoppolis, Faures
Jagersfontein are thus held.

Sir Alfred Milner is touring in
turbed newly acquired territory,
gating conditions and arranging
ministration. He is understoog
getting materials for a report
Chamberlain concerning a plan
government.

The foreign office, according
Daily Chronicle, is ‘acranging w
tugal for some thousands of
troops to be landed at Beira a
by the Rhodesia railway from
Hesso to Umla.

T P

MAFEKING'S ORDEAIL

News Brought Up to Few Da
Showing Heavy Bombardm
in Progress.

London, March 29.—A Preto
spateh to the Daily Mail, dated
saya: “An official despatch
heayy bombardment of Mafekin
gress on Monday, March 26, wi
et with a spirited response.”

-

INDIA’S STARVING MIL

Colessal Expense of the F
Relief—A Great Schem
of Irrigation.

Caleutta, March 28 —The
Lord Curzon of Kedlestone, ad
the council on the budget to-d
that nearly 5,000,000 persons
receipt of regular relief and
cost for the ensuing year was ¢
at, 225 laes of rupees. The
revenne for one year had been
of rupees. The government,
hoped during the forthcoming
spend 100 laes of rupees in i
but he ceuld see no chance o
down the military estimates.

iere are two duties of
statesmanship,” said the Vicero
i8 to“*make these millions hay
the other is to keep them ga
the sake of the one we must n¢
the other.”
L A e TR Y,

LIBERAL LEADER'S VI

Would Have Prese:t‘Geners,tio

‘War—Union of the Colonies
the Empire.

.London, March 28 —Sir Edw:
« Liberal member of Parliament]
Berwick-onTweed division of
berland was the principal speal
mass meeting of five thousand
held at Nottingham this evenin

A letter was received from §
Campbell-Bannerman, the Libe:
in which the writer expressed }
at not being able to attend th
owing to illness. He expressed
that the government would p
cost of the war on the: presen
tion. 'He believed the war ws
interests of the KEmpire, buf]
shonld be allowed to think thaf
cheap. “I do not share with
€xclaimed, “their dislike of the
Derialism. It does not mean
thing to all, but everybody rd
the extraordinary union of th
Wwith ourselves; and after the
Derial paramountey will have t
ed into Imperial control. I loo
to a South African Federatid
the British flag.”

B

GOLD, COMMANDEER

Pretoria, Monday, March
government has eommandeered
of the gold reserve of all ban
has been given as security to tH
of nearly £300,000.

N | VU

GEN. MOUNTAIN'S DH

Danville, Que., March 28—\
Thomas L. Mountain is dead
He served through th
mutiny and had as one of his
Sir George White, the defende
smith., He retired from acti
‘many years ago and settled b
(RS S

THE KENTUCKY ASSA
Frankfort, Ky., March
were no developments in the
tion ease to-day, although the 3
with rumors of more arrests
phases. Tt was reported thaf

_ment man who was supposed

“Winehester wonld be arrested
sputehes from Winehester sa;
Ruspoeted mar ‘s not there an
arrests have been made at tha




