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AN IMPORTANT CIVIC PROBLEM,

TYHE objections to level crossings are

. becoming constantly more appar-
ent, and it was an irreparable mistake
(except'at great expense) when anything
wzis allowed to stand in the way of the
elévation-of the Grand Trunk tracks.
That error will be & very expensive one
in. the future.

Important as the railway problem in
the south part of the city is, one equally
iniportant is threatened in the north part
ol} the city and demands immediate at-

teption.
g’actories are very important and the
For@ factory is welcome, but will it
not be at too great an expense to the
owners of fine residences north of the
Calnadian Pacific? Both north and south
of the Canadian Pacific there are fine
" residences, which have not yet experienc-
ed the real inconvenience of level cross-
ings, because there are not so many
tracks to cross, no shunting and generally
nothing but a passing train to wait for.
The building of the Ford factory at
the corner of Waterloo street and the
Canadian Paecific will be the commence-
meht of the sam® objections as apply to
thé level crossings of the Grand Trunk
in ‘the south, and the assessable value of
real estate north of the track will be de-
creased by a very large amount, so large
that any revenue derived from the fac-
tory will be very inadequate compensa-
tiop. :
Phe city authorities should take im-
mediate action, looking towards the pre-
vex}tion of a similar state of affairs in
thé north as now exists in the south.
The best arrangément would be to have
& union station at the Grand Trunk and
have as little traffic as possible go over
the present tracks of the Canadian Paci-
fic, thus preserving the north part of tlie
clty for residences. It igimaking splen-
did progress im ‘that way™now, and it i8
the duty of all who can to save “the
north part of the city, and in doing so
it Is not necessary to lose a single fac-
tory. London wants the Ford factory
and all other factories possible, but they
ought not to be located where so many
residences would be injured and the
safety the lives of the public en-
dangered.
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WANTED: A MODERN ADMINISTRA-
TION.

T is worth the attention of our legis-

lators that the good times in Great
Britain, combined with and partly caused
by advanced social legislation in the in-
terest of the masses, may have an ef-
fect on the number and: quality of the
PBritish emigration to this country.

A capable and educated British work-
ingnian, protected by modern laws, mini-
mum wage schedules, sickness insurance,
employment bureau, housing regulations,
etc., will think twice before he comes to
live wunder the _eighteenth century rule
of the Whitney's and Hanna's.

As soon as Mr. Asquith has home rule
out of the way, there is going to be
some startling land legislation over there,
also, in the interest of tenant farmers
and agricultural laborers. Great Britain
will try to keep theepeople on the land
88 France and Germany succeed in do-
ing to a very considerable extent. The
democratic educational system and ad-
vanced liquor legislation, net long ago
throttled by the Lords but promised for
the mear future, must be expected.

We need modern men to govern Ontario
if.we ave to attract not the unemploy-
ables but the ambitious to our land. On-
tario ought to be & paradise for the
farmer and the artisan. We have both
Australasia and the Old Country showing
us the way, but our Government is a
balky animal, too dull and stubborn to
learn.

COMPENSATION FOR LiQUOR
DEALERS,
HE. new Quebec license act, which
came into force on the 1st of May,
has among ofher features one which is
novel in Canada, and which may have an
. effect more Afar-reaching than at first
appears. Provision is made for reduc-
ing licenses in the municipalities, but
any dicense-holder who in consequence
. of such reduction is put out of business,
i will be entitled to an indemnity, not ex-
i ceeding $5,000, and in certain cases not
! more than $3,000. This, however, is net
| pald by the municipality or the Gov-
| ernment, but from a fund made up by
charging . the remaining license-holders
i #n increased fee.
" It the principle of compensation is to
. be acknowledged then this would seem
to be a fair proposition. It is stated by
those who claim to know that one of the
. results of a reduction in the number of
 Meenses is a material increase in the
_business of the rem:ining license-hold-
" ers. If that be true, then theres is jus-
tice in making them contribute a little
towards compensating their less fortun-
‘ate brother. If the man who loses &
~ Dlicease deserves any indemnity then it Is.
~ouly right for It to come out of the

‘WW;

liguor-user.
The same principle might be held to

censes were Withdrawn. = A proportionate
fncrease in license fees all over the
oV provide the mnecessary
funds. But suppose some day the prov-
ince went a step further, and enacted
provincial prohibition. Then nobedy
would be left in the business to be taxed
for purpeses _of compensation? The

be necessary to pay all who have”been
law-abiding license-holders.  Two alter-
natives would seem to follow. The Pro-
vincial Government will have to begin at
once to cellect money from those in the
liquor trade to form a reserve fund from
which cuvsmspeusation shall be paid; that
is, it will have to insure the business of
Hcense-holders. If this is not done then
the province will have to put up the
money, whenever it undertakes to emnact
prohibition,

The matter of indemnity for the loss of -
a license is not, therefore,as simple as it
looks. There has been in Quebec, as
in all the other provinces, a growing
sentiment in i.vor of prohibition. Many
of the ¢ :holic clergy, especially the
high dignitaries of the church, have been
active in the temperance movement. It
is bound to become stronger with every
passing year; and it is quite within the
bounds of probability that Quebec may
be the first provinece to adopt prohibition.
The present Government has doubtless
gone as far ag it considers the public will
indorss it. - But once started in any di-
rection the people sometimes , move
rapidly, and ¢ ~nments, ‘if they are
wise, will not lag beh:nd.  Whether or
not the Quebec Government in recogniz-
ing the principle of compensation is act-
ing wisely, t° .6 alone can decide,

COMMISSION GOVERNMENT.

ORONTO has a hydro-electric

dispute. The provincial commis-
sion has ordered the rateg for elec-
tricity to be reduced. The local author-
ities say it cannot be done without loss
to the city. There are improvements
that' should be made in order to pro-
tect the service in cases of possible ac-
cidents which the local commission
considers imperative. But this will be
impossible if rates are to be reduced.
Of course, both the provincial and the
local commissions base their views
very largely on the advice of their ex-
pert. So the dispute involves a dif-
ference of opinion between men, who
are equally entitled to speak with
authority. When experts disagree it
is not easy for laymen to decide. And
vet the decison rests with the layman
after all. Neither the provincial, nor
the local commission is composed of
experts, and yet the decision in a dis-
puted case must rest with either one
of them. Which shall it be?

It does not seem either improper or
unjust that the decision should be with
the party that pays the bills. The en-
tire cost of the hydro-electric system
has to be pald by the municipalities.
The Government advances money,
constructs the work, supplies the elec-
tricity. But, after all, the municipality
has to provide the cash in the end. It
must eventually pay for construction
and maintenance in full, and for gov-
ernment supervision as well. It is quite
possible that by the government as-
suming the initial respensibility and
constructing and supervising the lines,
the work can be facilitated, and car-
ried on more economically. But the
fact remains that the municipality
must pay.

Now, while the general object in
view by both Government and muni-
cipality is the same, namely, to supply
heat and light as cheaply and as ef-
fectively as possible, yet there are
some things which bulk more largely in
the view of one than of the other. It
is quite natural that to the provincial
commission the best evidence of suc-
cess is the extension of the system by
cheapening the supply to consumers.
They want to.keep the rates charged
as low as possible. On the other hand
the municipal authorities have to con-
sider not only the consumer, but the
general taxpdayer. They are,_looking
out for low taxes as well as low
charges for the people who use hydro.
It is a good thing to provide our fac-
tories with cheap power, and our
houses with cheap light. But there
is no advantage if the tax rate has to
go up. Even the consumer of elec-
tricity does not profit if he has to pay
more taxes. While the non-consumers
—and these are not few ‘in number—
not only have to bear an increased
burden, but get no benefit from low
rates for ‘electricity. .

So far as the Toronto dispute 1s con
cerned we have nething to say. But
the point we wish to emphasize is that
while the municipality has to foot all

{the bills, the Government’s commis-

sion fixes the rate to be charged to
consumers. ‘That is but a thinly veiled
form of despotism. Now, in ‘the case
of Toronto—or any similar case—the
despot may be the wiser, and the des-
potism may be in the best interests of
the partsy governed. But it is despot-
ism all the same. We have an idea
that if our municipal/council and all
our muncipal boards were abolished,
and- a first-class business man given
absolute control of the city for the
next ten years, there would be a de-
cided improvemént in the manage-
ment of our affairs, both as to economy
in cost and efficiency in work. But
who wants to surrender all self-gov-
ernment, and place ourselves at the
mercy and‘ under the control of the
most benevolent despot on the face of
the earth? If we govern durselvés un-
‘wisely we are to blame, and suffer
justly. Self-government with all its
defects 1s better for the community
than the rule of a_ despot, no matter
how upright, or how wise he may be.
Under the provincial hydro-electrie
system self-government is reduced.
Once a municipality enters the system

apply where In any municipality all H- |

precedent having been established 1t will |

poem of the liquor-seller and the |
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the business, the providing of a
revenue to meet the costs it incurs.
The same thing will be involved in a
system of hydro-radials, operated by
government commission. The rule of
the commission may be wise and Just
in the highest degree, or it may not.
But the principle. is that of the sur-
render of self-government, and the ac-
ceptance of government by a provin-
cial commission. Men have labored,
and suffered, and died, under the ban-
ner of ‘“no taxation without repre-
sentation.” And it was thought they
had succeeded in the fight for self-
government. But there are indications
of the recrudescence of* anclent pol-
icies thought to be dead and buried.
PARCEIL post is one of those things
for whioh neither political party
can take great credit . It was not
the inspiration of any Canadian states-
man; it was an adaptation from England
and the United States. But Canadians
of either shade of politics should do their
utmost to make the parcel post system
a success. Liberals wiH be narrow-
minded who criticizo it because it was
inaugurated by the Conser\'atives, and
Conservatives who regard it as a Gov-
ernment achievement will do well to re-
main qulfet in order to make the whole
country friendly to it. It should be abovs

politics.
I F Toronto has a hydro power deficit

28 a result of lowering the rates,
as the local management claims, the
whole province will have to pay the
amount. Mr. Beck has given his word
that the provincial commission will be
wholly responsible in the case of a Tor-
onto deficit, and 1f the predictions of
Mayor Hocken and others were realized,
London, Brantford, Hamilton and aill the
other municipalities would have to pay
the piper. Assuming there will be no de-
ficit, is this a safe principle to lay down?

‘PARCEL POST,

IS THIS FAIR?

IMPERIAL CITIZENSHIP,
HE bill introduced into the Dominion
Parliament by the Government pro-
riding for a uniform system of naturaliza-
tion throughout the Empire is the result
of a conference between the Governments
of Great Britain and of the over-seas do-
minions. The object is & good one; and it
is to be presumed that the provisions of
the bill appeared to the consulting parties
the best they could devise. There are,
however, some features which look ques-
tionable, and should be well considered
before adoption.
In general terms it will be necessary
for a foreigner seeking naturalization to
have resided in the Emplre five years. The
first four can Le spent anywhere, but the
fifth must be in that part of the Empire
where he applies for naturalization. This
will repeal the present law in Canada by
which one can obtain full citizenship after
three years’ residence. The synopsis of
the bill telegraphed to the press does not
say whether an applicant must give a pre-
Hminary notice of his intentions.
. The method of obtaining naturalization
does not seem at first sight to be the best.
The applicant comes before a court—in
Ontario it will be the county court—satis-
fy the court of his good character and of
the possession of an ‘“adequate knowl-
edge’ of English and French, and take the
‘oath of allegiance. This, however, does
not eéntitle him to naturalization. The ap-
plication goes to the Secretary of State,
with the report of the court, but the sec-
retary acts on his own discretion, and his
decision would appear to be final. In other
words the head of one of the political de-
partments of the Government of the day
will have full control over the naturaliza-
tion of any alien. The court before which
he first appears, and which may be pre-
sumed to have the opportunities of com-
ing to a wise decision which personal ob-
servation gives, may be quite satisfied.
But a political leader, hundreds of miles
away from the applicant, can reject or
approve as he sees fit.
to take the decision out of the hands of
an impartial judge and transfen it to a
partisan chief. This may work all right,

considerations to control the process of
naturalization. It is not necessary to as-

it surrenders control of the most fm-
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sume that the Secretary of State will al-
jueyn_ be infueuied

This would seem -

but it leaves the way open for political |

from his party friends, but it certalnly
gives opportunity for that sort of thing,
and it affords a chance for temptation
which might very well be avoided. Natur-
ally when a person appiles for naturaliza-
tion, the two political parties in the local-
ity will be on the watch, will want to have
some idea of his politics, or what party
he is likely to support, and they wouid
be more than human if they did not try
to bring some influence to bear to secure
his acceptance or rejection. That influ-
ence would be of little effect on an im-
partial court. It is just within the bounds
of possibility it would have some effect on
a political chief vested with full power,
and whose decision would be final. Wb
would rather trust the judge than the pol-
iticlan.

Canada has 698 students In American
universities. China is next, with 504,
and Japan has 336.

Sclentists declare that the desire of
many women to clean up is a species of
mental disease, Too bad it is not in- |
fectious.

Never judge an auto by its honk. The
one that screams like a tenor can hit you
just as hard as the one that carries a
basso bugle.

Huerta has demanded control of the
water works near Vera Cruz, but we
have not heard of his calling for the
water wagon.

It has been discovered that the house
fly of two million years ago was four
feet long. How did it manage to get
into the sugar bowl?

Green - colorations belonging to the
lower animals, says John Burroughs, the
naturalist. This may account for the
recent fad for green wigs.

We now learn that the German royal
family goes in strong for the democratic
sausage. Pretty soon we will cease to
believe that wild yarn that the Kaiser
has ice cream three times a day.

If Mrs. Wood,, who slashed Henry
James’ picture, had been the well-known
novelist, Mrs. Henry Wood, there would
be some understanding her act. Mr.
James has been sizing up the novelists
for the London Times, and very possibly
omitted to mention her immortal works.
But there is no use looking for a reason
in the doings of the militants. They are
a wild force of nature, making no dis-
criminations. One day it is a picture of
Venus, then comes a portrait of Henry
James to judgment. An unmarried fe-
male saint may just as likely be the next
victim,

WOMEN WILL WIN.
(Pittsburg Gazette-Times)
English women eager to be phy-
sicians encountered the same opposi-
tion that is delaying those who want
to be lawyers, But they finally won
and now possess all the rights and
privileges of their brother practition-
ers. And so it will be with the Portias
now knocking at the door.

SHOO!
(Chicago News)
Considering the shapes of shoes to
which it is required to conform, the
civilized human foot is not so dis-
graceful as it appears.

WAGES.
(Cleveland Plain Dealer)
The Boston Globe asks for
original of the word salary.
everybody knows that salary
merely wages veneered and gilded.

AVIATIONAL.
(Pittsburg Dispatch.)

The benefits to humanity obtained
from aviation have net vet equaled
the loss of life. But perhaps if the
aviators would cut out the “show
stunts” the account might be nearer
a balance,

the
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NATURE.
[Lippincott’s Magazine]

He was enraptured with the scenery.
His fair companion at the country rasert
sat, upon the stone wall beside him.

“Behold that exquisite sunset!” he
exclaimed. “Note the delicate flesh-
tints, the cream shades, the long dashes
of vermilion, and the almost living fire
that leaps up from the sinking Sun as
from a fountain. MBehold the frame-
work of darkening skies and of deep
8reen. Isn't it wonderful?” ~

His fair companion sighed heavily.

“You just bet it is!” she exclaimed.

“It looks just like a great big lobster

by

‘considerable extent.
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' MORE MEN HAVE ATTAINED FORTUNE

- IN WESTERN CANADA
WITH PRACTICALLY NO

IN ANY OTHER COUNTRY ON THE GLOBE.

- Vermilion is the first

‘point town, east of Edmon‘i:on, on the main line
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tions ? Could you not stand greater prosperity?
If you are a merchant, are you making as much
profit as you ought to? Can you not see the
opportunity which is yours? Come to Vermilion
and throw in your lot with one of the richest
sections of the West, and one from which you
will be able to draw an ever-increasing trade.

Get out of the rut: Come and make a for-

Town-Site Realties
Limited

Suite 32, 14 St. John Street, Montreal, Que.

Sign and send this coupon
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CAPITAL, THAN

Alberta divisional

your present condi-

homes.

children as  others

ollege Park

College Park is Vermilion’s best
buy. This beautiful piece of property
lies about one mile
the railroad station and postoffice,
immediately adjoining the
stration Farm on which is erected the
new Agricultural College.

College Park lots are guaranteed
high and dry and comparatively level,
with an inspiring view of the town,
college buildings and splendid modern
Home building is rapidly ad-
vancing towards College Park.

College Park will yield quick re-
turns to the investor. Opening prices,
$100 to $250. Size of lots, 25x130.
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Town-Site Realties, Limited
MON';'REAL, QUEBEC.

Gentlemen,—P1 ~se furnish me with partic-
ulars of College Park, Vermilion, Alta.

JOHN STREET,
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| POEMS WORTH READING

NIGHTFALL.

The day dies,

The last faint ember of the.setting sun

Goes out: and long, dark Night comes
on apace,

A stillness wraps the world in selemn
thought,

Neo song of bird, no rustle of the breezs

Disturbs the sacred silence of the hour.

On rapild wing, a solitary dove

Pursues her lonely and belated flight

To eastern skies o’ercast with leaden
clouds,

Se white, 80 sad, so. lost in such a skyl

Her course is straight and swift as
arrow’'s flight—

And darkness swallows wup the white-
winged bird.

A star peeps out—and Night is on the
world.

—Edward M. Carney.

THE YELLOW PERIL

[From the New York Globe.]

A schoolmaster, wishing to impress
upon his class the great population of
China said: ‘“The population of China
is so great that two Chinamen die every
time you take a breath.”

This information made a deep impres-
sion upon his young pupils, particularly
one small boy at tha foot of the class.
His face flushed and he was puffing fur-
iously.

“What is the matter,” inquired
schoolmaster with alarm. “What
earth are you doing, Tommy?"’

“Killing Chinamen, sir,” was the an-
swer.

the
on

USELESS QUESTION NO. 41144,

[Cleveland Leader]
A theatrical journal propounds the
question: ‘‘Should actresses wed?””’ But
why ask? Most of them do, to a very

SAFETY FIRSTI

[Chicago Record-Herald]

‘A glass eye exploded the other day
while a man In Pennsylvania was trying
to read the war news with it, and a lit-
tle later a peanut wagon exploded in
Chicago. People who use glass eyes and

beanut wagons ought to Join the safety
first movement.

RARE, BUT SWEET

[Louisville Courier-Journal]

Mrs. Charlotte Perkins Gilman says
there are six kinds of love, and the first
is the gratitude felt by a child for the
benefits conferred on it by parents. First
because rarest.

WHAT THE AUDIENCE WANTED.
[Exchange.]-

With hisses and groans the audience
greeted the new musical comedy, Al
hope, then, was at an end.

“It’s hard to tell just what the publie
wants!” murmured ithe heartbroken
author.

“It's easy enough to tell in this case,”
said the manager, grimly. “It wants its
money back.”

SHOULD BE PREVENTABLE. v«
[Hamilton Herald.] :

Controller Morris’ propesal
business manager be appointed for
all the civic departments is more sen-
sible than Mayor Allan’s suggestion
that a layman be made . supreme ex-
ecutive head of the works depart-
ment. But both propesitions are open
to objection as attempts to relieve
the board of control of labor and re-
sponsibility,

{From Wester OntarioPress

WEATHER WASHING UP. amy
[Stratford Herald.]

.The weather man evidently thinks a :

wash a mnecessary

part of
week.””

“clean up

CIVIC PUBLICITY.
[Chatham News.}

All is well 'with the wmunicipal ship
of state so long as there is a healthy
interest in public affairs. The ‘only oce
casion for alarm is when a spirit of apa-
thy is manifest and the people take the
attitude that they don’t care what hap-
pens. Complaint is sometimes made that
the newspapers should not publish cer-
tain things in respect to the city’s busi-
ness, but the newspapers have a duty to
the eommunity they serve, and one of
the most important functions performed
by the press is the dissemination of fair
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Manufacturers of Trunks,

ONE-MINUTE WALK NORTH ON
TALBOT STREET FROM DUNDAS.

( BUY IT WHOLESALE simpsonLondon

FROM FACTORY TO HOME.

Trunks, Leather Goods, Suit Cases.

All
special work given careful and
prompt attention..

Club Bags ........ $3 to $20

Suit Cases ....... 50¢ to $15
Trunks

SIMPSON COMPANY, LONDON

LIMITED

\ “Your Money’s Worth or Your Money Back.”

FROM

LET US SAVE YOU 25%

kinds of repairing and

RS

Club Bags and Suit Cases.

447 TALBOT STREET
Phone 1856 J
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193 KING STREET.

Have You Seen thﬂ |
New Cut Glass ?

We are receiving new lines each day from the
best factories, cutting the newest and best designs.
We carry the largest variety of articles in Ontario,
and sell at prices that the regular dealer cannot
compete with. The large quantity we buy secures
for us exceptionally low prices and you have the

Try Our Line and Prices.

New Bronzes, Brass Goods, Statuary, ete.; Pots
and Pedestals, Minton China, Haviland China, Eng-

THE LARGEST STOCK; ‘THE LOWEST
PRICES ON EVERYTHING IN CROCK- !
ERY IN THE TRADE IN CANADA. ;%

Johnson &.Barbour

LONDON, CANADA.
b
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THROUAHOUT CANADA

HEAD OFFICE AND
MNINK BRAMCHES IN TORONTO

ANADA §

JAMES MABOR
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ATTENTION, PLEASE!

(Mlilwaukee Sentinel.)
Uplifting i8 highly creditable, of
course;” but do not overlook the army
of good souls who by their own manly
and womanly efforts keep ou the right
way. Stop, now and then, to touch

and aecurate knowiedge conceraing the

-

£4

¥

your hat to them and say a word of { dttended receptions
ommendation.

There are many hundreds of substantial savings accounts
with the Home Bank that were started years ago with
deposit of one dollar. ~ Your dollar is always welc

Full compound interest paid. '

London Branch—394 Richmond St. W. J. Hill, Manager.

&
ome.

Branches in Middlesex—London, liderton, Thorndale, ‘Melbourne,
Delaware, Komoka, Lawrenceg Station.

" QUITE A FUNCTION,
[Kansas City Journal.}
“Then you didn't meet with any dis-

;o:rtesy at the polls? inquired the first
¥,

~ “No,” said the other lady.. “I hava
, that were less en-

Joyable.”




