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ind tar in a liquid, oil. This sand
- permeated with tar can be util
«d as material for pavements in the

The Desired Land.
1ore eertain and more enduring
iineral wealth anywhere are the
ontained in the surface oil anc
ng strata oi this region. Ther
wxhaustible agrieultural wealt]
e. In the Peace River district. alon
a beautiful park-like country of rar
natural  allurement—witnesses * testi
fied that here as much good agricul
iral land fit for settlement and ye
settled, as there has.yet been culti
ted in Manitoba, Saskatchewan- anc

erta.

ugh this magnificent regio
flows the Peace river, a superb stretcl
I water over which men rarely fail t«
grow enthusiastic. Like a broad, pla
cid ribbon dropped into the green valle,
In places dotted with green island:
is much heralded river is expecte
ake its place among the great anc
il rivers of the world. From it
urce in the Rockies to Fort Vermil
it runs over 500 miles, and from
I8 prosperous trading post and settle
it it runs almost as many mile
before it unites with the Slave
and together they empty thei
into the broad inland sea o.
Athabaska. Moreover it is nav
le for the greater part of its course
writer has said of it—“From
cre this river breaks through .the
mtinental divide (the Rockies) mak
I ga canyon which is destined to be
coine world-famous, and the botton
\ no living man has ever seen
‘ermilion, a distance of 550
its bed is a trough-like depres
ver-inereasing depth below the
the surrounding country rang
1,200 feet at the canyon™
about 50 feet at Fort Ver
erage width of this

ks

rec miles from rim

118 remarkable river with its steep

‘ cut banks, sometimes 1,200 feet
high, and great

clear

And placid breadth of abousi
miles is said to exercise a strong
HTluIl.‘ ver all who have geen it
together ] gh altitude
It has a sum
islands of Greece,” said
American traveller last year—and
Its  great agricultural wealth
It a veritable Land of the
Desire, and a possession ol
1e Province of Alberta is vers
© proud. :

; _ A Fertile Stretch.
Very interesting evidenee given at
f11s 1avestigation in Ottawa and whieb
rroborates the reports of traders, mis-
lonaries and breeds, was that of W.
etcher Bredin, M.P.P., who stated
at right from the ioot of the Rockies
about 800 mules,algng. the Peace River,
a fertile and most "@xdellent agricul
tural region extends. This vallev
ich he has traversed himself extends
at least 7 miles on either side of
Peace River and is alternating
rairie and light woodland on the
uth bank while the north is mostly

and deligl]

open prairie.  The soil on the wooded

tnd is equally good as the open
ctches. Mr. Bredin had never visit-
the country east of Fort Vermilion.
is not generally supposed to be the
ime agricultural value as the west-
n portion. Farther west than Ver-

milion, in the vieinity of Dunvegan,

H. A. Conroy, who has travelled un
/

alfbreeds, who made their living rais-
ng stock and in mixed farming. A.
A. Benanson, author of The Peace
Yiver Trail, saw two herds of wild

| rorses near. Fort St.- John that are

cver , stabled or fed in winter, yet

hey were in excellent condition. All

# that 900 miles of country will com-

well with any part- oi Canada.

would all be good for stock, Mr.

ited.  Both slough and up-

y is abundant. The pecavine

all the small fruits and flowers

grow anywhere else in the north-
grow luxuriantly there.

all this northern portion of Al-

1 still untraversed by railroads
nd little settled is quite as good -a
lace for men to eettle in as the Sas-
atchewan valley was 25 years ago,
hen it was a wilderness.

Mill With Electric Piant.

Up at Fort Vermilion in a latitude
Imost as far north as northern Lab-
wdor ,yet in a country of luxuriant
rowth and mild climate, there is a
nriving little froutier post of about
00 Indians and a dozen white famil-
s. Wheat has been grown here sue-
wessfully for thirty years, as have
lso oats, barley and vegetables. In
96, 30,000 buchels of wheat were
rown from about 1,000 acres. All the
vheat is ground at the local mills
nto flour, which is mostly consumed
1 the district, some being shipped up
o Mackenzie district. Eventually as
ettlement grows the Hudson Bay com-
vany hopes to supply all their more
iorthern posts with flour produced in
heir roller process mill here.

mill is a marvellous . thing,

as it is 700 miles from the
warest railway point, Edmonton.. It

s equipped with quite up-to-date ma-
hinery and has its own electric light-
ng plant. There is also a fine saw
nill at this point, at which local lum-
er is manufactured. All the lumber
or the H. B. Co.’s boat, Peace Rjver,
was prepared in this milll.

Three Years Settled Here.

The most* prominent residents at
‘ort Vermilion are the Lawrence fam-
ly—a Mr. Lawrence and his sons who
:ame from Montreal about thirty years
igo in connection with mission work.
dr. Lawrence soon set himself to work
n a practical manner to demonstrate
he worth of the ecountry and now has
1 very large tract of farm land there
wnd a fine ranch. His son, Fred Lawr-
nce, gave evidence before this latest
orthern commission at Ottawa, that
n his experiénce of farming at Ver-
nilion for over 20 vears, he had never
wad a failure in wheat, but one very
Iry season had reduced the yield to
3 12 bushels an acre. On the other
vand he had raised as high as 66 bush-
s1s of wheat to the acre, and without
wing any fertilizer. Not all of the
land was suitable for cultivation. There
vere small patches of swamp and
crub timber, but this was to be met
vith in any country and when cleared
wway made good farm land.

Monster Vegetables.

The growth of wild flowers. gmall |

‘ruits and vegetables is luxdriant in
his region. From early “spring to

tutumn there is a wonderful proces-|

sion of wild flowers, while small fruits
crow  in abundance. Garden seeds
nd fruit seeds obtained from the east
did well, only two varieties of flowers
yat of 28 failing to suceceed in the open
sarden. His cabbage and turnips have

siten weighed 18 pounds a head. Mr.

Bezdnson also relates seceing asters,
sansies, sweet peas and carnations

are several noted tracts of open prairie
to which settlement is already direct-
g its stream. These sections—the
Grand Prairie, Spirit River Prairie
and the Ponce Coupe Prairie—haye a
spil of rich black loam, ranging from
3 to 6 feel in depth. Some people sut-
mise that is less suitable, however, to
a northern climate rather than a lighter
and wore sandy soil. This is as vet
but a surmise because farming has
been attempted upon a sufficient scale
or scientifically enough by the few
halfbreed settlers to iully test this.

On the Grand Prairie there are 3,600
square miles of this rich land await-
ing the flow; the Ponce Coupe has
1,000 square miles and the Spirit River
v00 square miles.

A Wild Paradise.

The Ponce Coupe Prairie is called
by some the paradise of the mnorth-
west, because here the Chinooks dritt-
ing in through their mountain passes
make the winters very mild and melt
the snow so rapidly that horses here
have abdsolutely no difficulty in feed-
ing all winter on the native

IrASSes
It ol grasses.
L 1S aiso

a great game country, and
like all that portion of Northern Al-
berta lying along the mountain region
it affords to early settlers the oppor-
tunity of making a fair livelihood by
trapping fur-bearing animals in win-
ter,
The Athabasca District.

While the Peace. River region i
drawing the great stream of settlers
now and is much praised for its aori-
cultural value the Athabaseca :

- : is not
without its own wvirtues tco.

Accord-
ing to the many traders who navigate
the Athabasca river,, as well as W.
F. Bredin, M.P.P., for Athabasca. the
I{mtl on either side of the river is
thickly wooded with poplar and
spruce of no great distance inland.
The soil is. fairly gocd everywhere,
and in some places very good, while
oil, coal and  asphaltum are - found
along the banks. But from Fort Me-
Murray north to Lake Athabasca—a
distance of 200 miles—the country be-
comes a great alluvial plain with good
soil. Navigation on the river is also
clear throughout this distance.

Here again at Lake Athabasca the
country changes, North and east of
the lake the land lying mostly in
Muckenzie and Saskatchewan is  of
Laurentian formation, giving promise
of minerals. Quartz of various kinds
and asphaltum abound. But north
of the lake and west of Slave river
there is a wide tract of land south of
Fort Smith and lying within Alberta’s
boundary which is overlaid with a
rich alluvial soil similar to the prai-
rie and this, according to Klihu Stew
art, extends clear west to the Rockies,

Muskeg Can Be Farmer.

It is not a theory but a proud fact
with the men who are acquainted with
the North that the muskegs in the

{ Athabasca and Peace River countries

can be drained and cultivated some

{day when there iz less land lying

open for settlement than now. These
muskegs are timbered swamps made
of moss from a foot to three feet
deep. Below this is hard-pan. It
is the ecrub timber and moss which

‘km‘p- out the sun, and so causes the

muskeg to continue. But these con-
ditions can be remedied. At Fort
Chipewyan the Reman Catholic Mis-
sion has a fine farm on what was
cnce muskegz. They merely cut off
the &crub timber, let the sun act

‘on the moss until this died and the

»nd dry, so that one does net feel the
cpld so mueh at thirty degrees below
as he would in the Great Lakes coun-
try at zero.

“Though the northern portion of
the Peace Rivér “tountry does mot
kuow the chinook ‘ag - Calgary does, its
relative position to the mountains and
to the ocean is much the same,” says
cne traveller “and the chinook wind
whieh finds its way through the vari-
ous mountain passes, making such a
warm welcome for itself clear en up
to Peace River Landing retains enough
of its warmth to temper the cilinate
to some extent all through the Peace
River country clear.down to and be
yond Vermilion.”

The question of summer frosts in
the Peace River country has not yet
been fully investigated. The only re-
gular record has been kept at Dunve
gan, which is situated in a valley. As
a general rule, it is said, that in
October in northern Alberta frosts are
of daily oceurrence and somewhat se-
vere,

Transportation.

To thiz immense inland country
with its possibilities of vast tagricul-
tural produects the question of trans-
portation is one of very great import
anca, In the past it has boen met
by the overland trails and a wutiliza-
tion to some extent of the great net-
work of a water system. The near
future will se¢ not only good roads
built by the Provincial Government,
but several railroads which already
are planning an invasion of this de-
sired land. In addition to this it is
expected that .a large use may be
made of the rivers and lakes of this
region,

Interesting evidence concerning this
point was given by J. K. Cornwall at
the Commission in Ottawa. He is at
present engaged on northern waters
und he considers the waterways of the
Mackenzie watershed as among the
finest in America. The most southern
point reached by navigation on the
Mackenzie watershed is at Fort Me-
Murray at the junction of the Clear-
water ‘and Athabasca rivers, a point
about 270 miles north of Edmonton.
[he distance from ¥Fert McMurray to
the Arctic Ocean is about 1,600 miles.
In all this distance the connected
waterways are navigable for the
steamers now lying on them for twen-
ty years.

From McMurray up the Athabasea,
proceeding to Edmonton, the physical
features of the river for 100 miles are
such as to prevent navigation ,but
from this point, Grande Rapids to
Athabasca Landing, 165 miles distant,
the Northern Transportation Company

“operaté a steamer which also  runs

up Lesser Slave River to the rapias.
75 miles distant. Here the freight is
transferred by a portage to the head
of the rapids, where another steame:
carries it clear to the head of Lesser
Slave Lake, from whence it may be
freighted into the Peace River coun-
try.
Peace River Navigable.

Just as the Peace River valley is ex-
nected to play an important part in
the agricultural history of the west,
the Peace River itseli will be a not
able factor in transportation. For
1.000 mile$ from its mouth this splen-
did river is navigable, with but one
break in the rapids near Vermilion,
and here a tramway a mile and a half
long will be necessary, = Navigation

Presidential Candidate in Nomi-
nation Before Independence Party
Convention is Fiercely Denounced
By Delezates.

Chicazo, July 29.—Thomas L. Hi:-

gen, of Massachusetts, was nominated

by the Independence Party as candi-

late for President early ‘this morn-

ing on the thivd ballot. John Temple
Graves was nominated for vice-presi-

lent.

The name of William Jennings
Sryan. the  Democratic - Presidential
andidate, was drowned in a torrent
f hisses at the.dramatic last se=sion
of the convention of the National
Independence Party tonight, and John

[. Sheppard, of Kansas, who attempt-

ad to put Bryan’s name in nominat on

had to be given the protoction of the

antire force of the Independence Party

officials to save him from the infuri-

ated 1|\'L('L’.A’u'\.

Sheppard was escorted from the hall
by a detail of sergeants-at-arms, while
the crowd-of delegates surged behind
denouncing hvim as a traitor.” Shep
pard was the only Bryan man in the
eonvention. He stood alone in the

delegation from his state, which re-
fused to sit with him- when they be-

came aware of his purpese to name
Bryvan

Hisgen, the nominee of the party,
although a citizen of Massachuseits,
was born in Petersburg, Ind. He is
filtv vears old. When he was 16 his

faily moved to New York State, near

Albany, where he and his Dprothers
worked in a clothing store. A few
vears later they started a business,
which has since develop®d until His-
gen Brothers are the most successful
rivals of the Standard Oil Company
in New England.

A. SHORTAGE OF $10,000.

Is Discovered By Auditors In Books

of Toronto Fair Treasurer,

Toronto, Ont., July 28 —Excitement
was caused in civic cireles to-day by
the report of the auditors, recently
engaged to report on the methods of
book-keeping, that a shortage of near-
ly $10,000 existed in the books of Col.

J. K. Leslie, treasurer of the exhibi-

tion assoeiation. It seems that the
balance of 1907 was not carried over
to 1908. All the officials assert most
emphatically that it was only dn er-
ror in bookkeeping, and that the
money is in the bank. Meanwhile,
however, arrangements were made by
which Col. Leslie has signed over suf-
ficient property to cover the amount
named. He has been treasurer for
two years, receives twcelve hundred a
vear, and js bonded for $10,000. He

recently toured the West in the inter-

ests of the mext fair,

Thrown From Horse.

Calgary, July 28.—John MecHugh,
the twelve-year-old son of Felix Me-
Hugh, who was seriously injured yes-
terday by being thrown from a horse
on his father’’s ranch, was brought
to the city today in a very dangerous
condition.

Padded Montreal’s Pay List.
Montreal, July 28.—A warrant has
been issued for ex-assistant foreman
Charrest in a charge of padding the
civie pay lists.  The amount diverted
is said to be $1,486,

¥
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Rasidential and Day School for Boys. Wholly undenominational. Autumn term
begins Thursday, Sept. 10. Courses for Universitics and
equipment. 20 acres of grounds in the best residential part of the city. School
building accommodates 150 boys. Residence 75 boys. Five master with additional

Business. Modarn

instructors. Apply to Dr. A. O. MacRae, Principal.
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BINDER TWINE

Canadian Perfect 550 ft. $11.40
Canadian Medal 600 ft. 13.00
Barb Wire 2 or 4 pt. 4.25
Wire Nails 4.00
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NORTHERN HARDWARE CO.

J. R. HARPER, Manager.

DADBB

The Farmers I

For LUMBER, SHINGLES, DOORS, WIND-
OWS, or any other material you may re juire in
the building line, call and sce us, we can save
you money by giving you the lowest po:sible
prices for Cash.

D.R. FRASER CO., Ltd.

PHONES:
Mill 2038.
Yard and Offices 1630.

AMAYO AVENUE
Edmon ton.

WANTED
CITY PROPERTY TO SELL ON COMMISSION

CRAFTS, LEE & GALLINGER

236 Jasper, Kast.
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