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MR. BLAKE'S VIEWS.

The Policy of the Government
Vigorously Attacked.

Williey’s Bungling in FPinance—The Tory
Exedus—Qur Migh Commissioner-The
Gerrymander and the Franchise Bill.

I'he following are the opening remarks
of Hon, BEdward Blake, at the Londou
banquet :-

I thank you, from the bottom oi my
heart I thank you, for the warmth and
cordiality of your reception. I know it
to be far beyond any poor deserts of
mine ; but it is another and most marked
expression of that continuous, abiding
and unbounded kindness and confidence
which have been showed me by the
Liberal party for these many years, and
especially during those dark and trying
times which have passed since I took the
lead. Will you allow me to use this my
first opportunity available to congratulate
the Liberals of Ontarioc on the activity
they are now displaying; and particalarly
to express my joy at the energetic con-

read in their record the falfiiment of

onr predigtion.
she flour milling industry to

own conclusions, >
and the laborer, remember their prom-

ted
agricpltoral interest, in

They have

As to the

whose Jeading branehies we were produc-

attempts to cull the farmers ; their de-
clarations thw, could improve prices

z.n Sopulssién 44 every farmer's door.

duties 3 to bring a
Réemember during & brief period of bigh
prices, their claim that it was all ‘their
doinr. Reémwember also our declaration

that their policy would hurt and could?

not help the farmer. Look at later
rices for wool and barley, wheat and

f, and other products, and draw your
As to the operative

ises to them. and our argument that tke
free competition in labor between Can-

ada and foreign States would tend to
regulate wages, and that for labor there

was no protection. It has since been

admitted by them that the condition of
labor in the States it a main factor.

Need I say anything of the balance of

trade—of the Minister's sage declarations
that he was going to reduce importe, of
his joy when ene year they balanced
exports, of his announcement that they
were going to improve even on this ; of
the condition of the balances shortly
atter, and of the anxiety now entertain-

duct and successful organization of the od that we may 1mport largely 80 a8 $0

Young Liberals—(Hear, hear)—and my
grateful thanks for the honor done me
by my election to the honorary presi-
dency of their great convention, a gather-
ing from which I expect the best results.
T declare, Sir, that it would be as impos-
sible for my friends and supporters
in and out of Parliament to surpass, as
it is for me to repay their goodness. It
has cheered and sustained me through
many gloomy and some stormy hours,
and I can never forget it while 1 live.
You know, gentlemen, 1 have never cen-
cealed it from you, that it was with re.
Ructance I accepted the lead. High and
honorable as that post is, I never coveted
it ; it smts me in no one of its rvelations
2o my life. 1 am deeply conscious how
inadequately I fill it, and I grow each
year more anxious to return to the ranks.
{am told by some Ministerial organs,
which, of course, have very confidential
relations with the Opposition, that my
wishes are seconded by » considerable
number of my friends. (No, no.) Iam
glad to know it, and I wish that our
community of sentiment in this matter
might lead that contigent to so far con-
fide in me as to concert measures to ac-
complish our common end. 1f they
would gccept me as their leader for this
purpose only, perhaps we might, so unit-
ed, make more progress towards the de-
sired end than we have done hitherto. I
am not in the habit ot offering myself
for office, .but I make an exception in
their favor, and shall expect their reply.
Meantime, as this is'a question, not of
measures, but cf men, they and I as good
party men must try and subordinate cur
views for the moment to those of the
majority, in the hope that by continuous
pressure we may convert them in goed
time to our opinions.

To be serious, gentlemen, T trust that
at no distant day you will relieve me,
and meantime I will do my best, so far
=8 health and abilities allow, to serve you
in the place you impose upon me. (Loud
and prolonged applause. ) {

During the last few years many great |
struggles have taken place, and the op-
posimg parties have developed their views
on various important public questions.
Let me run rapidly over the roll and
recall to you some of these issues, so that
you may judge of the claims of each side
to public confidence and support. Try
the Government, as I often told you, by
their promises and their performances.
There caw’be no fairer test.

Let us look at the fiscal and financial
policy. They declared Mr, Mackenzie's
expenditures too high, and promised to
reduce it. They have increased it about
60 per cent. They declared his taxation
burdensome, and promised not to raise
it. They have raiced it about 50 per
cent. They condemned his taxation as
unequal, and promised to readjust it.
They have redressed the inequality by
imposing great sectional taxes, enormous
burdens on prime necessaries of life, and
rates of duty on important staples used
by the poor about twice as high as that
Jaid on the rich. They declared his
deficits scandalous and disastrous, but
notwithstanding the vast increase in
taxes they have produced magmficent
deficits of their own. (Hear, hear.)
And think for a moment what these de-
ficits would be, had you still the mis-
fortune to be taxed as lightly as in Mr.
Mackenzie's time.  Think of it, and
measure the failure of these men in
finance ! They blamed Mr. Mackenzie
for proposing a modest surplus of $500,
000, and declared that he had no right
to levy that large sum in excess of the
actual demands of Government, and
ehould reduce the taxes at once. They
by their great added duties collected
surpluses of 820,000,000, of which they
boasted as evidence of statesmauship ;
and they refused to reduce the taxes,
though we warned them of the result.
Tae result is before you—a recklass in-
crease of the public charge, until it hu'
reached and passcd the capacities of the
enlarged revenue, and you are face to
face with enhauced obligations, vast
taxation and an empty exchequer. They
complained of Mr. Mackenzie's increase
to the public debt, created in fultiliment

They have

conjectures of 3878 or even 1882, aud
have thus, apart from the heavy charge

pay more taxes.

(Applause.)

After a period of distress which cul-
minated in 1879 there came, as was
natural and inevitable, in spite of mis-

government, a gleam of prosperity to
Canada. They claimed it all for them-
selves. They had done it with their little
acts— (laughter)—and what they had
done they would continue to do. They

promised us ten years of prospertty.
They advised us to clap on al) sail. All

over Canada they promoted the boom and

encouraged the expansion.
clared that it was but the foretaste of

They de-

good things to come ; we had had but
tho first inkling of the joys prepared for
us. (Lauoghter.) .
Having dissolved in '82 at the top of
the wave, a year before the time, ‘‘Re-
turn us,” they said, **and we will make
the good times better still. What we
have done, we will do tenfold.” Do you
remember the hundreds of new manufac-
tories and the millions of new capital
wnich the verdict of 82 was to introduce
mto Canada? Many believed them.
They got their majority. Many acted
on their advice, and launched into ad-
ventures, clapping on all sail for the ten
years’ prosperons voyage. We warned

you that it was a delusion fostered by

the crime or the folly of the Ministers.
Some sensible men in the walks of com-
merce and finance soon after raised their
warning voices too. Much mischief was
done, ‘but much was thus averted. A
crisis was avcided. DBut a period of
severe distress and depression is what
you have undergone, instead of the pro-
mised ten years’ voyage under uncloud-
ed skies, with sails swelling before a
favoring breeze. In truth, instead of
helping they had hurt you. T e-
tarded the arrival, they deminished the
extent, they shortened the duration of
your prosperity, and they intensilied
the following depression. (Loud ap-
plause.)

Look, I pray you, everywhere and ‘at
everything. Contrast predictions and
promises with events and results, and
say whether our rulers are to be trusted
moce ! Alas, their removal will not
undo all the evil they have wrought.
Their works will live after them. (Laugh-
ter.) They have brought the country
into such a state that we must abandon
for years to come the hope of dispensing
with very burdensome taxation, though
I believe our condition may be greatly
bettered by wise readjustments and ju-
dicious relaxations, and by honesty,
economy and retrenchment in govern-
ment. They promised to create a mu-
tually beneficial interprovincial trade.
They have, indeed, forced some of our
Western products and trade upon the
East, but they have failed to give the
East a Western market, and they have
produced in the Maritime Provinces a
condition of irritation and ill-feeling so
marked, a sense of injustice at the vio
lation of pre-confederation promises so
great, that is is my beliet that the senti-
ment as to Confederation is less favera-
ble, the link of union is less etrong, to-
day than it was ten years ago. I rezret
that many in the East blame Confeder-
ation rather than misgovernment for the
unhappy results.

They promised that their tariff policy
would secure a reciprocity treaty in two
years. Reciprocity was their goal ; and
it was to be reached by creat Canada
puttihg pressure on our little neighbors
to the south. (Laughter.) They have
not secured reciprocity. They have hardly
tried. They have told usforseven years
that 1t was useless to try, and unpatriotic
to talk of it; and so faras they dared
their press have discouraged the idea.
This is for us as well as for those of the
United States near us on the south,though
of course not for those more remote, the
greatest aterial question. There is
none so important on either side of the
line to the neighboring popu'stions, But
it seems to me for many long vears they
have minimized the chances of a treaty,
In 1872 they declined the United States
offer of trade privileges in connection
with the fishery relations ; they accepted

the principle of a monev compensation

for the fisheries ; they left the headland

question in abeyance ; thev abandoned
the Fenian raid claims ; they gave away
the free navigation of the 8t, Lawrence,

of redemption, ahsorbed all the benetit jand having thus seriously damaged and

derivable from the lowest rate ot interest
over the world. They have drawn from
the people in duties and deposits, and
permanently sunk, enormous sums which
would otherwise have gone into circula-

complicated our interests, they refused,
towarls the expiration of the treaty,
though pressed as well by us s by the
Imperial Government to act with regard
to the new conditions shortly tof arise.

tion ; and they have thus increased the | They tock no step in time, but after
stringencv and clugged the wheeis of | Congress had adjourned, and when, as

trade. They promised by a system of
restriction and taxation to legislate into
great and permanent prosperity the

manuiacturing and agricaltural indus- |to the Ainerican Secretary,

tries. We predicted that their system |}

everyone but themselves knew, it was
impossible to procure a mutuzl extansion,
they proposed it in languace maost useful

They gave

1im an easy task. He blandly adopted

would result, as to manufactures, in the , their views as to the inexpediency of

abstraction for a varying period

i wn |shutting out the American fishermen,

ordinate profits from the ;.c:“p!e, and | but, to their great surprise, he-told these
then in au unwholesome stimulus and an ’ﬂuhermr diplumatists that under the con-

unwise applicatien of
our small population a
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ensue ; and that thare would follow de-

ital ; that with | stitution of the Republic Congress alone
glut would soon | eonld extend the ireedom of the trade,
and thus he .used our pogitiop as the

«moralization of trades and distress' alike |means of obtaining a one-sided exten-

10 manufacturer and operative,

Dook t‘."nion by which we gave upall and gbt|and have zbused the power,

the main L{|'_}l‘ir8 of their policy. the cot. ‘ nothing.

ee. the woolen indu
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and !
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Our wisé men, informad at last of the
nstitution of the” Umted States. au”

- by their own argument,
i L Witk results to the Canadian
tichexmist we can easily understand. Our
Government does not seem to have
thought about—at any rate, they made
no effort to prolong—the transit arrange-
‘ments, which soon after ended to the
detriment of important Canadian inter
ests, A promise was, however, given\
that Congress should be recommended to
create a commmssion to consider the fish-
ery and trdde questions, and negotiations
are said to be expected, let us hope to
have a more prosperous {u\n than our
past experience of the statesmanship of
our representatives would warrant us in
expecting. (Hear, hear.)

he Tories mourned with bitter tears
over the exodus from Canade in Mr.
Mackenzie’s time, and the slow erowth
of population in town and country.
They promised to change all that. and
largely at the expense of the C P. R. to
introduce fresh numbers to our soil.
But the exodus was greater than before,
and the general progress of urban and
rural population has been slower than
before, while they have expended
enormous sums on immigration. to &
considerable extent on persons who come
into competition with classes already
bard pressed, and on others who were
but transient visitors to Canada. They
complained of our restristed foreign
trade, and promised by treaties of com-
merce tqopen up to us new markets,

To achieve these triumphs they ap-
pointed a High Commissioner, with a
magnificent furnished mansion and large
salary and allowances, aggregating, I
believe, something near the salary of the
U. 8. Miuister at London. Mssivns to
France and Spain bacame the order of
the day. In Spain we decided to stop,
because for some incomprehensible
reason it was supposed our alvance
might interfere with English negotations,
which have come to nothing. In France
we lost a treaty by the delays incident
to references to the Imperial authorities.
The Ministers have labored, and have
not even brought forth a mouse. (Laugh-
ter.)

But I forget. There are mysterious
rumors about a second French treaty,
which is said to have perished untimely
before its birth, which has been buried
in sesret, and which we must try some
day to exhume for a coroner’s inquest.
They declared that the new office would
save the cost and inconvenience of Eng-
lish Ministerial missions, but the mis-
1 sions have heen more cestly and numer-
| ons than before. In fact, a Minister or
'twu generally crosses every year. But
to make up, the High Commissioner
spends a good dea! of his time in Canada.
(Laughter.) Notwithstanding the com-
plete failure of their system, they reject
the steps of securing to Canada the right
to make commercial treaties ; the only
step which will relieve us from the en-
tanglements inseparable from the present
plan, and give us a chance to advanca in
this direction our materal interest. (Ap-
plause.) They have failed to secure the
xtension of extradition arrangemnuents
the United States, which arein a
condjtion scandaluus to both countries,
makjing each the refuge of the other's
rogugs, and which could be amended
easily and very soon were we in direct
communication ‘with oor neighbors
through an agent at Washington, as I
have luong since recommended They
have always professed themselves the
only successful adjusters of our relations
with the Provinces.

1 have spoken of their trade and taxa-
tion policy. I will speak hereafter of
their centralization policy, As to the
money relations theira has been a hand-
tosmouth policy — (Hear, hear) — not
based on general principles ; bad for all
the Provinees, productive of local oper-
ations, demands and expectations of the
most serious character. They have
brought the question,at best one of great
difficulty, and touching a very grave, I
hope not a fatal, defect in the Confeder-
ation scheme, into still greater difficul
ties. At this moment the situation of
Nova Scotia is serious. That Province
hes made representations to Ottawa
which have perhaps got into the North-
west pigeon-holes— (laughter)—and dis-
content and irritation*are aroused. The
settlement with Quebec did not take into
account the claims of the other Provin-
ces, and is said not to be final for Que-
bec itself, v hrich is claimed to be stili in
a distressed ‘financial condition. Other
Provinces are coming forward, and the
whole questicn Las reached anacute con-
dition.

While refusing to entertain the ides
of reforming the Senate, the Governinent
have, by their appointments, their va.
cancies, and by their management of
Parliamentary business, impaired its
modest possibilities of usefulness and its
modest share of pnplic confidence. That
body is now pretty generally recognized
for what it is, 8 convenient reserve for
Tory patrouage when in office, and a
powerful weapon in Tory hands after
they are defeated at the pol's. (Ap-
plause.) They have two chances. If
you support them at the polls they have
both legislative chambers, but if you
deteat them they have the Senate still,
and can use it te thwart the popular
will. Wae believe that it is inconsistent
with the modern democratic views of free
institutions that the Executive should
have power to nominate legislators for
life. (Applause.) We believe that the
legislative bodies should be elective and
responsible to the people for whom they
make the laws. (Hear, hear.)

Talk of the Senate as a revisinz body.
Read the record of ifs sittings and of its
revisory aetion on the great bills, and
discard that notion forever. (Hear,
hear,) The Senate contains some good
meu, some able and upright men, but
its constitution is vicious, and should be
changed, The Government was gradual-
ly forced, in part to make, in part to
accept improvements in the election
laws, To aur lung-continued efforts you
owe the one day and simultaneous poll-
ing. and the trial by judges. (Hear,
hear )

When the Reformers came in they
gave up the right to name the returning-
officers, and provided that responsible
public officials should fill the posts. But
the Tories, waking advantage of the
chauge while their opponeuts were in
office, the moment thev returned to power
repealed the law, and seized into their
hands the appointments. :They took
(Hear,

bear. )
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This Province was within

Aunswer — ‘It all depends upon the

dull, tough, languid feeling. Br. Chase's
They have systematically gerrymander | Liver Cure gives health and buoyancy. | G046

e
one of an-equal division at the polls ‘m
1882. But the ger from
us eight - seats, endangered many

more, so that we are in a decided minor-
ity in Parliament, and the change of a
fow votes would have almost swept us
out of the Hoase, stih austained
ha!f the electorate. This was &
eful and shameless act; a bigh-
; an act of despotism
of free institutions.
(Hear, hear.) It was an act which saps
the fourdations of free and constitutional
government, and outrages every notion
of fair play. It 1s an act which we must
never forget. till its perpetrators are
punished and its wrongs undone.
(Cheers.) .

The Gorernment has since taken from
the Provinces the power which each
Province had vp till lately exerised of
settling the Domioion franchise. Itisa
power which,as the aeighboriag Republic
proves, it 18 more consistent with the
federal spirit to leave with the Provinces.
They have thus created a double fran-
chise, a double registration, double
trouble and expense. Their franchise
is less liberal than that of the late On-
tario Act, and they retaiu the plural vote,
They have conferred on the unenfran-
chised Indians, of whom the bulk are
shown by their own official reports to be
uneducated and dependent, who have
not yet got, are declared unfit for, and

responsibilities of citizenship, who are
the wards of the First Minister and
Chief Superintendent, the right of yoting
for their guardian's candidate if they
choose and against him if they dare.
They have taken from the municipal
officers the preparation of the lists, and,
contrary to the English system, have
seized the appointment of makers and
revisers into their own hands. Their use
of the power has been moderated for the
time by the vigorous opposition and the
foree of public opinion ; but they have
in some cases greatly abused the power
by the choice of partizans whose names
figure in the records of election petitions
and are embalmed in the judgements on
the triats, This act should have an end.

They have, besides these indirect
means of affecting the people’s choice,
themselves elected members of Parlia-
ment. They made Sir Charles Tupper
membe: for Cumberland by act of Par-
liament. By resolution they turned off
the choice—th2 admitted choice—of the
majority of the electors of Kings ; they
refused to take the opinion of the ceurt ;
they refused to take the opinion of the
people ; they seated in Parliament the
man whom Kings had rejected, and he
now represerts the pecple, forsooth, by
grace not of the people’s votes, but of
the Conservative majority in Parlia-
ment ! ;

Ne Disappeintment.

Disappointments of one kind and
another crop up all aleng life's pathway,
for unfortunately it is the unexpected
that always happens. There is at least
one article of acknowledged merit that
never disappoints. 1’utnam’s Painless
Corn Extractor i1s sure to remove the
worst corns in a few days, and as no
claim is made that it will cure anything
else, 1t cannot disappoint. If you -have
hard or soft corns just try it. Beware
of the article ‘‘just. as good.” N. C.
Polson & Co., proprietors, Kingston.

West Wawanosh.

Covxcir Meerine.—Council met to- |
day (Jan. 16th) according to statufe.
The following gentleémen tuok the decla«
ration of office and qualification as mem-
bers of the board : Reeve, Chas. Girvin;
deputy reeve, Chas, Durnin ; councillors,
Jas. Gibson, Thos. Todd, Robt. Lock-
hart. Moved by R. Lockhart, seconded
by J. Gibson, that John Webster be
auditor for year-—Carried. The reeve
appointed Alex.- Pentland as the other
auditor. Moved by deputy reeve, sec-
onded R. Lockhart, that the officers’
salaries for year be as follows: Clerk,
$110; assessor, $75; treasurer, $80; col-
lector, $65. Moved by deputy reeve,
seconded by R. Lockhart, R.-K. Miller
be clerk—Carried. Moved by deputy
reeve, seconded by J. Gibson, that Alex.
Stewart be assessor— Carried. Moved
by T. Todd, seconded by J.Gibson, that
Wm. Durnin be treasurer — Carried.
The clerk was instructed to draft a by-
law confirming the appointment of the
officers as the salaries stated. James
Parks, S.hf. 15, con. 5, asked for com-
pensation for damage done to his pro-
perty by giving roadway to N j 15 on
same coh., the side road not being open-

ed by J. Gibson, that $20 be granted
for damage done during past three years
—Carried. Moved by deputy reeve,
seconded ty R. Lockhart, that clerk’s
and treasurer’s boends be presented for
approval at next mecting—Carried. The
following accounts were ordered to be
paid :—J. Park, roadway, $20; E. Bro-
phy, gravel, $3; J. Brophy, posts, $1.35;
J. Flynn, damage to road, $2; T. Taylor,
gravelling, $26.40; Dr. Case, attanding
J. Barron, $45; P. Thompaon, wire
fonce, $14.25; J. Brooks, culvert; $5:
W. H. Harrison, 2 culverts, $5.50; R.
K. Miller, election expenses, $3b.20;
A. McLean, gravel, $2.40; Wm. Durnin,
salary and stationery, 84, trip to Gode-
rich, $3; R. Handerson, salary, ' $65.
Council adjourned to meet Feb, 13th.
R. K. MILLER, clerk.
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Paralysis, Deafness, Running Sores,
Salt Rheam, Neuralgia, Diseased Liver,
Bright’s Disease of the Kidneys, Diabet-
18, Discharges of all kinds ; cure guaran-
teed. QGiles’ Liniment of Iodide: Am-
monia and Gi'es’ Pills, Sold by F.

do not want the other privileges and |
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McGILLICUDDY BROS,

GODERICH, ONT.

Runciman Bros., Proprietors.
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CONTRACTS TAKEN FOR STEAM ENGINES, FLOURIKG MILLS, AND OTHER MACHINERY WANTED.

Flouring Mills Changed to the Gradual Reduction System.”

Horse Powers, Grain Crushers, Straw Cutters, Agriculiural Furnaces,
Btoves, etc., etc., at Low Prices.

All Kinds of Castings-Made to Order.

J. B. RuxciMax,
Goderich, Nov. 20, 1884
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Wails for $2.55 per 100 g

CASE.

Best Hot-Cat Iron

HEAP HARDWARE.

ed up. Moved by deputy reeve :ecnnd@'PRICES LOWER THAN EVER

Best Barb Wire 8%c.lb. ..

CASH.

of 1616 1bs. strain, in the N
RATING ALL c«?xfxab;'rpn‘r&rl%‘.cm o0 85 Do i, Toedinto

T have imported a larlﬁ shipment of GLASS from Germany, very fine quality, and having

mported direct, I can se

0 per cent. cheaper than ever sold

ere before.

All my SHELF AND HEAVY HARDW ARE is sold on the same cheap basis as shove '
PAINTS and OILS sold nowhere so cheap as 1 am selling them.
Get your BUILDING HARDW ARE from me and save money.

R. W. MCKENZIE

Goderich, Oct. 8tn, 1835,

Jordan, Goderich,

o e . g
The London Telegraph says it is, undee
niable that Russia is preparing for a
campaign in the Balkans for her own
nds.

Hoarseness and Loss of Volce.

A Living Question,
Question—**Is this life worth living 7”

liver ¥’ If torpid or inactive it causes a

Sold by Jas. Wilson, sole agent,

BOOTS & SHOES

owning & Weddup

to give the Public the benefit,

»#Please call aud examine o

7#~None bat the hest of matérial used and first
ne b first-class workmen
78 Repairifig neatly done an the shortest notice i

rich, Mach 9 ' 1682, D@WN!NG &WEDDUP

Puablic speakers and singers ara often | Beg t, announce to the Public that they have opened busi :

distressed with hoaseness, and dauger 1s | in the store lately occupied by Horace pened business in the above Stor-
lurking in the bronchial pipes. _ Hag-| well assorted stock of Spring and Summer Good L
gard’s Pectoral Baleam is a prompt.'reme- SPOUNE clore ﬁgnres, AR AL detemme‘
dy for the irritation, and cares all throat

w24 Yo difltios. » | (UICK SALES, SMALL PROFITS WILL BE CUR MC™TO
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28 Remember the place, next door to J. Wuson'. Drug E‘::‘r:llﬂe‘
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Meanwhile, the boy,
seeted, by the senteno
‘ovet himself, and was s!

with the policeman.
Q"

prison for it ; I didn'ts'
other bpy, not me. L
! Vg

> He struck out  wildly
It took two strong me
into subjection, and to
the Macistrate addres:
words to him. He di
was said, poor boy ; thi
cars, the violent beati
readered him deaf to t!
trate’s exhortation. !
from the policeman’s r
wards that he had, as !
«:got snother month’ fi
condact. He was drag
led, out of the police
testing, and struggling
sanely eager to make b
understoed. It was ju
he uttered one cry that
laied’s heart. He got
silencing band away fr
a moment and ocalle
father !” And then he
through the outer door
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