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3 THE “GREY DEMOISELLE.” }

b

The Romance of a Chtlstnu.s Ghost.
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| EXPERIENCE 1. =

The scene of my next erperience
'was Touraine, lovely Tourzine, “the
Garden of France.”

I was spending Christmns in a
‘beautiful old chateau, the tempor-
ary home of my old and charming
friend, Madame de Polinlere, who
had rented it for a season, while
her “hotel,” in the javenue dew Champs
Elysee was undergoing repairs.
flhere was only one other guest
there for Christmas, Yvonnedu Bols,
& gud-child of the Baronne, a bright,
merry. creature, who kept us all
 allve’ with her chatter and her
charming voice. We all looked for-
ward to the evenings in the old red
salon, where the host and his wife
played picquet, and Yvonne trilled
the fascinating “Chansons” of Paul
Delmet, Chaminade, and other fav-
orite composers. ‘Lhey suited the
timbre of her light fiexible voice,
true and birdlike, and exquisitely

rained withal. One evening, when
the ‘music was over, we gathered
round the tall, old-fashioned stove,
A0 open fires in those parts; and
began discussing ghosts, or rather

he others did, while I listened sil-
lently ; my one experience, told else-
where, was too recent, and my feel-
ng' about it still too sad to discuss
pnd when any mention was made

f that spirit-world, between which
pnd ourselves there is such a thin
yet impenetrable veil, I could only
be silent, and think, and wonder,
and try to have faith in Him who
rules both worlds, “theirs” and ours.

lhat day the Baron had gone over
on his automobile to a neighbor-
ing chateau, an historic old place,
in which lived the widow and daugn-
ters of an'old armv friend of his.
ihey had not come across each

they for many long years, in fact,
he women-kind had never met.

I heard a curious thing to-day,”
Falughe Baron. “I wonder how much
truth fhere is in it. Madame Des-
brueres and her daughters declare
that Chatean la Reine is haunted,
that the servants ,as well as the
family have seen the fair ghost,
for it secms she is a lady and both
‘Young and lovely into the bargain.”

Yvonne was wild with excitement.

“Tell me everything you heard,”
she gaid; “quick! quick! What is
she like? When does she appear?
Have other people seen her ?”

“Well, yes; it seems that a man
iwho was there in September for
"the shooting, had the pleasure of an
ntroduction, and he was so elo-
wuent in his admiration that he got
dreadfully chaffed for his love at
Sirst sight, and his impatience to
again behold the lovely spook. He
was an Englishman, too, spending his
longg vacation over here, the Des-
brueres had come across him at
Monte Carlo and asked him to come

o them some time. He continued

rave over the lovely transparent
shadowy figure till the end of
visit. There is nothing alarm-
pbout her, they all declare.
are auite fond f the ‘little
Pemoiselle,” as they call her,
ould miss her, if she should

ake her departure.”
e grew more and more curi-
hnd excited, asked more ques-
B in five minutes than her uncle
id answer In fifteen. To quiet her,
fr Maraine suggested that she
fhould go to bed and drcam of the
“haunt,” and if she were very good
whe should be taken to Chateau La
Relne and find out some more about

‘her.

I think we were all somewhat scep-
tical, thoaght madame and her
od us out, as he was disentangling
my cloak, which was on the wheel,
I caught @ most curious expression
an his face, half alarm, half aston-
fishment, he w=s staring fixedly at
Xvonne, not with the admiration
which would have been expected—she
was so pretty, in her dainty Pari-
slan attire, but with real stupefac-
tion and bewilderment. At the same
moment, Yvonne, who had been gaz-
#ng about her excitedly, exclaimed,
gith her eyes fixed on the old castle,

“hy, Maraine, Miss Denbow, it's my

N  Dream House, I know every

e of it, I have been here often
oiten before, I can describe ev-
Ring to you; yes! everything. I
not understand it at first, but
know why it is all so fgmil-

at an Imaginative child it is,”
madame, as we went into the

hall.
found the ladies as charming
riendly as the Baron had de-
them. In 2 short time they
ed for Yvonne, whom they
W to be staying with the De Pol-
eres. On hearing that she was in
e carriage, Rene, the only daugh-
r at home, volunteered to go and
ing her in to have coffce and
eyrop.” From where [ was sitting I
ould see straight across the hall to
he open door and portico. I noticed
that Reue went hastily forward, then
paused milway, and I distinctly
wrgbt a littie startled exelamation,
“Mon Dieu !” She then went on, and
presently the two girls entered the
salon, Rene pale and unnerved, lead-
ing Yvonne to the hostess. The lat-
jheld out both hands with a
ning gesture of welcome; then
iters might be imaginative or

t to “migraine”; the servants
their mistresses’ |
sheep-like |
fashion. The sporting man’s experi- |

bly followed
supernatural visions in

ence? Well! that was more of a

r certainly.“a touch of liver, per. |
i from a chill caught while #hoot-

ng.",.was the Baron's unromantic so-
tion of the problem.

e xt morning Yvonne began again,

) pacify her, Madame said we

drive over after dejeuner and

jr respects to the famille Des-

A lovely afternoon, and as
into the fine old park. with
ot avenue and drove up

hateau with its gleaming

cade amd picturesque ‘tur-
terraees bathed in sunshine,
wers everywhere, it did not
ail the hhrunted house of one’s
ot The lawn was s'ill
pven at -this season, and an
at one of the windows was
concert hall. the birdlings
nz us with all their little
d voices a8 we drove up to

pe and I got out, but it was
{ best that, for the moment,

Yvorme should wait in the carriage,
ag two were enough to go in and
pay a Tirst call. The old butler help-
she hastily drew back, and looked

| startled ; with difficuity she regained

sufficlent composure to say how glad
she was to see Yvonne. The girl, how-
ever, had noticed none of this by-
play, not eveu the enquiring glances
exchanged between her godmother
and myself. She was looking in a be-
wildered, fascinated manner round
the room. = ]

“You don’t know me,” she said, in
her pretty, impulsive fashion, “why,
of course you don’t, because you've
never seen me before, but I know all
about your lovely house. There is a
door in that panel over there, and
behind it is an old, old staircase go-
ing up to some bed-rooms in the. tur-
rets. Why, I have often been up and
down those stairs. They are very
dusty, you know, lots of cobwebs,
and funny little twists and turns.
Then, thit door leads into an old lib-
rary, hung with tapestry, one panel
has a piec? cut out of it, and it
rather spoils the picture; the
stitches look ragged, of course. There
are wonderful books. too, old, old

" N—— - o
quence, of unwonled Lmportance, ToF
the time being.. : 5
The ball. was in full swing, w
@ tall, dark man entered the ball-
room ng a pause between the
dances. He was a good specimen of
Englishman, clean limbed, with spare,
athlatio ff and honest dark eyes.
He looked a “good all-round” man,
and so he wns. He rowed in his col-
lege boat, was good at cricket. and
“looter,” and 4 crack shot. There

were many lamentations at Christ
Chure

h because he was about to
take his degree and go down.
He was looking about him now for
a chance of partners, when lLis eyes
were abeolutely rivetted on a girl
who was standing by the door lead-
ing into the illuminated quad. She
was wonderfully pretty, slender and
graceful, with pretty foreign ges-
tures, and a bewlitching French ball
gown of satin and chiffon, bedecked
with pearl embroideries, all white,
ont o gesture of color, except in her
her sunny chestnut hair and rose-leaf
complexion.

Paul Lonsdale (did Iteli you his
name ?) could not take his eyes off
her, but his expression was not so
much one of admiration as of puzzled
bewilderment, followed by excite-
ment and surprise. She was chat-
ting unconsciously and brightly to a
knot of undergraduates, and she cer-
tainly made a pretty picture, leaning
against the old doecrway, the Japan-
ese lanterns outside throwing A soft
glow over her animated little figure
and gleaming draperies. Paul quick-
ly turned on his heel and With a
muttered exclamation :

‘She. Was Wonderlully Pretty, Slender and Graceful.”

booksw\witll such funny pictures,"n,ll 3

in old French, I expect, for I know
I could not read them.”

“Yvonne is a quaint mortal,” said
my old friend ; “forgive her for rat-
tling on. I think in a former world
she must-have been a pixie, who
came down the chimney to tease peo-
ple. Well! I don’t know that she is
80 very different in her second life.”

“Will you come and sce my giass-
houses ?” said Madame Desbrueres in
an agitated tone. “Rene, take Mlle.
Yvonne to the tennis-lawn ; perhaps
she would fike to have a game with
you.”

‘“As soon as the two girls left the
salon, Madame exclaimed :

“You said, when you came in, that
the Baron had told you of our ghost;
that is she! Your little Yvonne ‘is
the ghost, there is no mistake ; but
what can be the meaning of the mys-
tery 17 A

She went on to say that Yvonne’s
description of the unseen rooms (she
had wandered on more volubly and at
greater length than I have told you)
was accurate in every particcular;
in one case, she was wrong indeed,
but a few yecars after the Desbru-
eres had come to the house an al-
teration had been made, .and the
description given was -of the room
at its earlier date.

It was all very curious, very im-
pressive, but we agreed that Yvonne
stiould never be enlightened for fear
of making her nervous. We coafided
in the Baron ounly, and swore Lim to
secrecy. The strange part is that
having seen their little grey Demoi-
selle in the flesh, she never again
appeared to the family in spirit form.

Soon afterwards my friends, with
Yvonne returned to Paris and the
ghost story was buricd in oblivion
ay wo had arranged it should be for
Yvonne’s good.

- - - - -

Now comeos the sequel, the happy
sequel, for if you have thought my
little story wcird and fantastic, I
think you will approve of its good
old-fashioned ending, romantic, ’'tis
true.

A ycar ¢ a hs er 1l host !
A yecar and a half aft the ghost | i Pk

story epizode, Yvoune was taken up
10 Oxford for commemoration by her

“spo ling’ godmother. They were the!

guests of a Jearned but geninl (the
iwo qualities do not always go to-
gether in the University) Dou, pro-
verbial for his kindly way of opening
hiy hospitable doors to strangers and
pilgrims of all nationaliti:s. Yvonne
an espeeial pet of his, had a very
geod time, her easy manner -and
bright nature made her a great fa-
vorite.

She was full of engagemonts of
all sorts and thoroughly cnjoyed
everything which came in her way. al-
though dancirg was perhaps to her
th» greatest pleasure of all.

One of the first balls she went to
was at Christ Church. It was a b au-
tifully arranged affalr, and evgryone
was kren on getting an invitation to
it. The lucky men of the *“house”
who had tickets to give away re-
celved an unusual amoint of atéen-

“It is the grey demolselle, I'll
take my oath on that,” marched
straight up to cne of the ball com-
mittee, saying in an agitated volce:

“ Who is she—I mean that girl in
white over there by the door ?”

* Oh, che is a foreigner,” was ‘the
reply ; “her name is Mademoiselle Du
Bois. I believe she hzils from Paris.
Anyway, she is here with the M. M's.,
and a Mme. De Poliniere Is chaperon-
ing her, an aunt, 1 believe. Care for
an introduction? I expect, though,
ler card is full up by now.” .

“Thank you, yes,” answered Paul.

“In luck’s ‘way for once,” he
thought, finding she had two dances
left, and that one was coming off
immediately.

Yvonne spoke English fairly well
and Psul, French—a little, but never-
theless the conversation was scme-
what commonplace; that is to say,
Paul felt utterly at a loss as to how
he should broach the subject which
barished all others from his mind.
Suddenly a brilliant thought struck
him. Yvonrie had mentioned her god-
mother, in fact had pointed her out
to Paul as she sat on a sort of dals
with a circle of select and learned
souls.

* Will you not introducr me to
Madame Poliniere ?” he asked. “You
don’t know how fénd I am of the
French.”

Yvonne was only ‘oo nl-ased %o
comply, and at the end of the dance
they went over to tho charm~d
circle. Another partner immicdinteiy
claimad Yvonne, and1 madam~ in her
pretty, graclous fashion arsked Paul
to take her out to see the gardens,
which were truly like fairyland with
thelr illuminations. When they were
outside Paul could no longer conceall
his imnatlence, and dashed impetn-
ously into the subject uppermost in
his mind.

“I have seen mademoiselle before,”
he cried, “that is I can’t tell yon
where exnetly, of eonrse’ I know
where it was, but I don’t know how
to tell yon; you would think me a
lunatie.”

Then he went on jerkily : “You live
Do you know Touraine
at all?”

“Yes,” madame answered, wonderp-
ingly, “I was there about ecighteen
months ago;”

we took a chatean!

there for threc months, et vous, you !

know the country 2"

“Ah! now we're getting to it,”
thought ‘Paal’, “Why, I was there
a4 month or two earlier,” he exclaim-

[

!

ed. “T went to the Desbrueres for :

the shooting. Charming people. Did
You come across them by chance?
Lovely old chateau, you know,
haunted, and all that sort of thing.
Jv the way, an awfally funny thing
nappened to me. I rpaw—I mean—
we!l! T really hardly know how to
te!l von

“Then,” said madame, over whose
face a light had ben creeping, “per-
haps I ean tell yon!” laying a slim
white hand with a caressing little
gosture on the young man’s arm—

thon, and felt themselves, in conse- ' “Did you not come across some one

ma 'véi-'y unusual fashlon, and. does

not. some one here remind you of

that uther some one ?" {

Her sympathetic expression invited
confidence, -and then it all came out,

“Msile, Du Bois, was she the grey
demoiselle? Oh! what does it ali
wean f i

“Ah! that I cannot tell yru, mon-
sieur, it is too p for a mere war-
tal to explain away; but I will tes
You all that happened after you jeft,
and when we visited Chateau La
Reine, only—promise faithfully, sure-
Iy you will never mention ‘la demoi-
selle' to my god-daughter. She
knows nothing of it.”

He readily agreed, and when he
said good-night to the French ladies
he had secured an invitation to the
house of the professor, their host.
They met often during that festive
commemoration week, and the end of
it all was that Paul proposed, and
was accepted.

He assured himself that he had
really been in love with her for maay
long months, but this he kept a
secret ‘in his own heart. When he
went out to take up his appodint-
ment in the Indian Civil Service, he
tock with him—not his little “grey
demoiselle” bat her far more satis-
factury human counterpart.
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The Archbishop of Toronto conduct-
ed the service of blessing the new
Parkdale Catholic Church. 3

Wm. Priest, a Brandon bootblack,
has inherited a fortune of $1,000,000
by the death of an uncle in Cali-
fornia.

Mr. Jomes Maitland, aged 94 years,
died at Belleville from injuries re-
ceived by being run over by a lady
cyclist.

It is reported at Ottawa that Lord
Milper, Governor of the Transvaal,
will be the next Governor-General of
Canada.

Wiliam Rebura, of Woodstock, was
fined $10 and costs for shooting
within the corporation. His gun wiil
be destroyed.

A memorial  to the late Waller
Massey has been presented by Mrs.
Massey to the Central Mecthodist
Church, Toronto.

The Canadian Freight Agents’ As-
Bociation is expected to raise the
rate on Ontario flour from interior
pointa to the seaboard, 2% cents per
100 pounds.

Edward Murphy and William Bur-
ton, accused of attempting to per-
sonate voters at Kingston, were
fined $350 and costs each or six
months in jail.

A plan has been proposed to the
AMlipister of Education for a Szhool
of Forestry in connection with the
Coiversity of Toronto and the On-
tarlo Agricultural College.

During ten montiis of the current
liscal year 64,035 immigrants have
registered at Winp)peg, and, accord-
ing to reports issued by the Domin-
ion Immigration Burcau, the popula-
tion of the Wesl svill be increased
by about 1007000 during the year.

The Mun‘_((zfm Department of Agri-
culture has/issued a report on the
total yicld of grain for the crop year
of 1902. The total yicld in Manitoba
of all grains is put at 100,052,343
bushels, 53,077,267 of this amount
being wheat, against 50,502,085 bush-
els for the previous year.

The Department of Crown Lands
ha®s made an estimate that 884,500,-
000 fcet of pire sawings and square
timber will be cut oa licensed terri-
tory thios year.

Carroll and Wenig, charged with
impersonation at London, are said to
hive jomped their ba l. It is said that
they have left for their alleged

homes in B. flalo. Four hoicimen went '

bai. of $i00 each.

At Sintaiuta, Assa., C. P. R. Agent
Benoit was convicted of a charge of
discriminating against a farmer in
the distribution of ears and. was
lined $50 and costs. An appeal will
b2 taken to the Supreme Court.

The: C. P. R, new pension fund, it is
announced, will go into force on Jan.
1. The trustees of the fund, Sir Thos.
Shuughnessy and Mr. D. M e..dcoll, will
issue a eircular this weex rotifying
the employees of the rales and regu-
lationgs. [

A Varcouver despatch to a Winni-
peg paper says: “The rumor is cur-
rent 1a the city that Promier Irior

inteands to rejuest the Lieut.-Goveng-

nor to grant him a dissolution and
an appcal to the country on party
lines.”

Wajyden Durchereau, of St. Vineent
De Paul Penitentiary, is aboat to
ask for superamnuation. e was ap-
pointed by the Mackenzie Government
in 1875, but dismissed in 1881 for
rolitical reacsons. He was reappoint-
ed in 188, butdately was givea leave
of absence on account of ill-health.

Archibald Cockburn, aged 20 years,
con ol Mr. George Cockbarn, far-
mer, London township, while en-
gaged chopping wood in the bush,
was struck by a falling tree and
pinned to the ground. He was re-
leass® as quickly as possible, but
the young maa  was quite dead.
Death had becen instantaneous.

BRITISH AND FOREIGN.

The new
sworn in.

Spanish Cabinet was

Mr. John Dillon, the Irish leader, !

who was taken ill at Chicago, has
fuilly recovered.

For the month ‘of November Brit-
ish exports inereased $9,074,000,
and imports decreased $8,146,300.

The Assouan dam, on
completed at a cost of nearly £23,-
060,000, will be formally opened by
the Duke of Connaught to-day.

Thomas Nast, the noted cortoonist,
who in May last was appointed Jon-
sul-General at Guayaquil, has died
there.

It s understood that Premier Bal-
four will appoint a royal commir-
sion to inquire into the subject of
munieipal trading.

Hon. Arthur Elot, M. P,, =states
that o far as ho is aware there is
no foundation for the ‘teport in cir-
culation in Lon .on thit his
brotikr. Lor | Minto, is abowt to re-
sign the Govcernor Gceperalship of
Canada. ~

the Nile, |

SLAIN BY SPEAR THRUST.

Assassin Kiiled
Was in Act

‘Him While He
of Prayer.

News Brought to Adzn by a Runner From Garroro—Dead Man Had a Greag

Influence——Von Buelow on the

German Tarifl—Says Goveroment

Will Not Consent to Fixing Minimum Duties on Meats—Greeted With
Applause and Laughter by the House.

Aden, Arabia, de pit h: Rumor has
reached here of the assassination of
the Mad Mullah in Somaiiland. The
report was brought to the coast by
2 native ruuner {from Garroro, via|
Berbera. The Mullah is said to have@
been killed by o spear thrust in the!
stomach, fufliicted avhile ha VAN
praying. ; |

Haji Muhammed Abdullah, the Mad |
Mullah, so-called, belonged to the |
Habi Sulieman Ozaden tribe, of So-!

make a statement regarding Ven-
ezuela, and the House was filled. He

not refer to intermational poli-
tics. He dwelt on the tariff bill and
sakd that if the reduction of duty on
agricultural machinery and imple-
ments, as provided for in the Kar-
orfi amendment, were adopted the
federated governments .would tako
the changes into serious considera-
tion. They would not consent, how-
ever, to fixing minimum duties on
meats. The Government, in making
the new commodities, would then
guarantee to the domestic animal in-

maliland. He was in the prime of life ' dustry protection enough to ensure

and only recently became a dominaut |
factor in the military and political |
situation of the protectorate of
Somatiland, by foreing the neighbor-
ing tribes into allegiance.
Von Buelow on the Tarriff.

Berlin de:patch: Chancellor Von
Buelow’s presence in the Reiclmtagl
caused expectation that he would

its prospérous developmefit, and
would* accept no provisions in trea-
ties which would render it impossible
to adopt the .necessary veterinary
measures to prevent animal disease
coming into Germany from abroad.
The Chancellor’s statement was
greeted with applause from the
right party with derisive laughter
from members of the lelt party.

SETTLED [HE ARGUMENT

Deputy Sheriff in ‘Chicago
Used His Revolver.

THE WOUNDED MAN MAY DIE.

Chicago, despatch: Deputy Sheriff
Samuer O'Neill, who aiready bhad
“knled his mun,” emphas.zed a ‘poii-
tical” argument yesterday afternoon
by shooung and probably fatally
woundlng Charles Slater, a Criminal
Court bal.iff. The *“‘debate” took place
in the vestibule of M. J. Qurk's
szloon, 120 Clark street, hali a block
irom the county Court-house. Beiore
O’Neill became a deputy sheriff he
had been a detective sergeant at the
central station. His earlier escapade,
for whicn he escaped punishment,
was the killing of M.ehacl McNamara
at Jefferson and Forquer streets in
1822, At that tmie he was exonerat-
ed by a Coroner s jary, on the plea
that he thougnt McNamara was rob-
bing o man atc the time he shot him.
Slater and O'Neiil, withi Joseph Coi-
fey, a clerk 1n the county bLuildiug,
and Charles Ahearn, another bailiff,
had been 1n the saloon for some time.
The conversation turned to the re-
cent Iastaiment of Sheriff Barret,
and the probable discharge of a num-
ber of the deputies now in that off.ce
who had served under - ex-Sheriif :
Magerstadt. *“You people won't last
as long as the snow,” laughed Slater.
O'Neili insisted that he would be in
his positoin long after all the bailiffs
were gone. Oune word followed ans
other, until both the men became
angry. They were separated, how-
ever, and O'Neill was forced out into
the slley at the side entrance. Slater
wag led to the front vestibule and
seated behind the cigar case. In a
minute O°Neill appeared at the front
entrance. He burst through the door,
ang, leaning over the showecase,
pressed the revolver against Slater’s
body and pulled the trigger. Slater
fell unconscious.

The report of the. shot attracted
the attention of the crowd in the
saloon, while many men rushed in
from the street. As they thronged
through the door O'Neili took advan-
tage of the excitement and escaped.
When the crossing patromen at
Washington and Clark strcets reachs
ed the saloon the fugitive had disap-
peared.

Both O’Neill and Slater are mem-
bers of the Ninetcenth Ward Repub-
lican organization. It was through
this eclub that O’Neill secured the
backing; that 1anded him in the Sher-
iff’s offee. e is a powerful man, six
feet tall. Slater is much smaller and
about the s"me age, 42. O’'Nelll drinks
heavily at times. ;

RUMOR WAS FALSE.

No Case of Foot and Mouth Disease in
the Dominion.

An Ottawa de patch says: Lord
Stratheona cabled to the Department
of Agriculture, stating that a des-
pateh from Doston said that a casc
of foot and mouth discase had been ;
discovered near Toronto, it being
carried there by an empty car from
the affected district. Hon. Sydney
Fisher was in Toronto when the|
despateh was reccived, and the in-
formation was conveyed to him
there. The Minister of Agricalture
had the matter inquired into, and !
found there was no case of disease
in Toronto or anywhere else in
Canada.

The story aiose over a telegram
from Dr. Salmon, the head of the
Veterinary Department in the United
States, who was at DBoston, to ‘the
department here, asking that an
empty ear, which had escaped the
rotice of his men, which had econ-

, tained stoek, had found its wy into

Canada. The car was at once traced,
located and disinfected. This is the
only justification for the Boston
story. The department has assured |
Your correspondent that no ecase of
any kind of discase has been reported
in this counrtry.

It Is anderstood Ottawa is to he !
created a mi'itary «'striet, with
Licut.-Col. Hodrins 28 D. O C.. With
a viewt to this step maps of the dis-
trict for Aty m'loe around Ottawa
aro beilng prepared in order that the
oficers of the Ot'nwn di-t el mry
e made throuzhly acquainted avith
the surrounding country.

i

LUMBER CUT OF SEASON.

Nearly Nine Hundred Million Feet to
be Taken Out.

The Department of Crown Lands
has made an estimate of the pro-
bable cut of pine sawlogs and square
timber during the present season on
territory held under timber license
from the Crown. The quantities
which are based upon the reports of
the respective agencies are as fol-
lows, in feet, board measure:
Sudbury 121,000,000
Parry Sound 171,000,000
Biscotasing ... 40.000,000
Whitney ... . 5
Webbwood ... ... ... ...
Sault Ste. Marie ...
Port Arthur
Arnprior
Pembroke ... .
Peterboro’ ...

Ral Portage

Total ... ... cue cocvenene.. 8844500,000

In addition to this quantity, there
wilt be a large number of rallway
ties, probably 1,500,000 taken out,
as well as telegraph poles and fence
posts, hardwood, ete., and a consid-
erable cut of hemlock and hara
woods, the last mentioned lor fuel
and charcocal purposes, as well as
for use In furniture making, ete.

The quantity of pine cut during
the winter of 1900-01' under authore
ity of timber license was 658,000,-
000 feet, and during 1last winter
850,000,000 feet.

From the reports of the timber
agents it is apparent that the chief
difficulty the lumbering firms are
eXperiencing is scarcity of labor,
men being hard to get ana wages
high. Provisions and other supplies
aré also dear, and the expenses of
operating are correspondingly great-
er. The cut during the present win-
ter will be a heavy one, as the de-
mand for timber is good and prices
rule high. The only thing that will
tend to keép down the cut is the dit-
ficulty in obtaining labor.

THEASSOUM DAM OPENE

In the Presence of the Duke
and Duchess of Con::aught.

A GREAT WORK FGR EGYPT,

Cal:o, De:. 16.—The great A souan
dam was opened to-day in the pres-
ence of the Duke and Duchess of Cog-
naught, the Khedive, Ear] Crower,
the British Agent in Egypt, and Coun-
tess Cromer, and var.ous Co.isuls-Gen-
er.l. The Khedive turned the key,
which by an ingenious contrivance
§el 1nmotion the elcetrie mucainery.
Several sluice gates gradually op~-
cneds anc a volume oo water rushed
oui. On the Invitat.on of the Khedive,
the Duchess  of Counaught  luid a
stone commemoruiive o1 the event.
A8 10-duy was Lama.an, the great
annual Mohammcdan feasi, the cere-
mony dul not take p.auece until jour
O cluck 1 the aftcrioon, consequently
the proceedings were scm.owhat cur-
tailed. ‘

This great work, which has cogt
Diwees £20.0005,000 o) of £25,000,-
L0), wili Bysiem .t ze irviZition, im-
p.rt sceurity to crops, and stability
to harvests, and wiien the area of
the Nilo lands under cultivation. The
annual fleod, with the ferdil z « «ilt

| and sol, has alrcady pas ed, and the

suices of the Assou.n dum are now
closod rfor the siorage of water until
Miren 1. The sluices will then he op-
€ned gradually, and for four months
there will be 2 good head of water
in the imigati g canal, for the use
of evltivators. The scare'ty of water
cusedi by a low Nie w 1l bo avoided
and a great increas: in the agricul-
tural resources, of Egypt will be
brouzht about.

Princess Chimay IRRobbed.

Parls, Dec. 16.—The Princscs (hi-
may, who obtainad considerabhle no-
toricty four years ago by eloping
with & gypsy musician nam-d Janos
tigo, has boen roblio 2.000
worth of jewelry. thief is
Rigo’s Hindoo servant Aimik who
fled, taking the jewe!ry swith him.
The. theft includes a diamonad chajn
with ormaments of rubics and pearle.
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