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PUBLIC OWNERSHIP IN CANADA
From Northwestern Miller, (Minneapolis)

The people of Western Canada will be
well advised if they persist in their em-

hatic demand that the railway to Hudson
qu pow under parliamentary consider-
ation be built and owned and operated by
the government at Ottawa. This under-
taking is one that does not promise any

advantage %0 the country if carried on as |

a private enterprise.

Many years ago a charter was granted to
a private company, which charter was
afterwards bought by the Canadian
Northern Railway. It carried with it &
land grant of 6,400 acres of farming land
for every mile ¢f railway built in Manitoba
and 12,800 acres per mile for the other
portion of the road. Under this charter
the new owners built a portion of the
proposed road and got several million

acres of land on the bonus arrangement, |

the proceeds from the sale of which have
since returned vastly more than the eatire
cost of construction

Fortunately the charter lapsed before
any more construction work was done,
and the government refused to renew
the grant. Had it dose so, the amount
of land involved would have been over
5,000,000 acres; worth more than twice
the estimated cost of work. Now the
Canadian Northern is carrying on an
active lobby st Ottaws looking to the
granting of a cash bonus and guarsatee
of bonds for the building of the line

Upen no coasideration should Canada
consent to any bargain of this kind, The
time for private ownership of the pro-
posed railway is past and the nature of the
undertaking is such that nothing short of
public ownership and control will render
the road the factor in the making of rates
that it ought to be. Any company con-
struction or ownership will mean a cheap
road st enhanced cost to the country and
the elimination of all competition with
existing channels of transport in the
making of rates

The farmers of the Westera provinces
have already proscunced positively
against anything bul goverament owner.
ship and control of this road and so has
the Winnipeg board of trade. It now
remains for the West to see that its
wishes in the matter are carried out

FAMINE IN CHINA

New York, Dec. #5.—Private advices
received here state that the famine in
Ching has so far alfected 3,000,000 per
sons, and that 91000000 is urgeatly
needed for their aid

Rev. Dr. Arthur J. Browsn, chairmas
of the commitiee oa reflerence, repre
senting the boards and societios of loreign
missions in the United States and Canada
made public here to-night the lollowing
cablegram from the chairman of the inter
jenominstional committee of foreign
misssons in Shangha:

* Famise prevails Lo a great extest over
the northern part of Kiang Su, and As
Rui provisces. Three million people
are affected The Chinese goversmest
snd people are generousty » buling
reliel. According ‘o reports of mission

aries in the district affected, the relicl s not
suficient. ) laternational mmitlees of
ganised id Shanghai proposc Lhal mismios
airies ghroperale with graerous Lliness
to raife funds and asist in distinbuling
A million dellars is needed. Help must
be carried on uatil May. Flease -
municate this o missonatly soctelion

church papers and

urgestly requesting atribuet
The mbined populet { the iw

provinges named is 37,630,549

Crops » Fallure

Rev. Edwin Loben, a FPresbylenas
missionary on the spel fescribes he
conditions in & letter in part as follows

We are passing through anolber famine

here. The Past years have bees marked

by repeated Soods, and s yoar both the
spring and (all crops have been an almost
total failure in large sections. A reglon
of 33 miles wide by nearly 67 miles long
has been swept by the worst food withia
the memory of man. The people lost
everything. The imperial goverament
voted 40,000 tacks for the twelve devastal
od cousties, but this is & mere drop in the
basket Taking Ch s whole, the

flooded district s ae, bul Lhers

are Boods in
the impenal govers

cinl straits that it s to
cannotl be given At the best it will be
oaly temporsry. It s bard to preach »
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gospel of love to who are
unless at the ime one can help
physical need.”
__ BIG STRIKE AVERTED

Chicago, I, Dee. 25.—The wage
dispute between the Brotherhood of
Locomotive Engineers and 61 railroads
west, north and south of Chi was
settled here yesterday. There will be
no strike

Instead, the cngineers get an average
increase in wages of 10 1.3 per cent. of
their 1910 wage scale, giving them »
Christmas present of an » of
spproximately 8192 for each the
33,000 men involved, for cach subsequent
year. Specifically, the agreement pro-
vides for & raise of 40 cents & day for all
engineers with a differeatial in additi
of 25 cents for 215,000 pound engines,
a0 added differential of 75 cents & day for
the smaller Mallet 1 and & differ-
ential of §1 & day for the heaviest mallets.

In & letter to United States Commission-
er Neil, who as mediator under the Erdman
sct, brought the settlement out of what
scemed & sure disagreement, chiel
engineer Warren 5. Stone of the brother-
hood gave as the reason lor sccepting the
terms offered, the suffering and loss which
would sttend & general Western strike.

Nu )

died

! P fic working
are improved by the agreement formally
signed late yesterday. Engineers are

| increase of 50 cents & day in present wages.

Hostlers under the protection of the
» get an of 25 cents a day.
‘th bew :l‘nhh-n- effective with
1 " t ;
The Brotherbood of
snd the Order of Rallway Conductors
have asked for an incresse for 75,000
wembers o8 the same lines, and it s
understood the railroads are -ﬂ:"‘h
grant an advance aggregating
$5,000000. This contrev will i‘:

REPORTS TO BE CHANGED
Washington, Dec. #4.—To enable v
voe interested in the department of
culture’s monthly reports to
the full meaning of o et
wates d-uqlhs scason
Olmstend, chief of buresu of statistics,
snd chairman of the crop reporting

Vascouver, Dec. #7.~The late of the
ltthe stenmer 50 Denis, o famibiar vessnl
o this port during the past twe yoam, b
we longer in doubl.  Semewhere off Cape
Flattery, in the Seron gales that prevalled
Lo weeks y ahe was lost

strews the graveyard of dend
wosl conel of Yaneouver
more than twe weeks an

i
i

st Cape Scott has barbored »ll that s
left of the old S0 Denia, her pilet house,
wrechage and miscellaneous oats carrying
un].ml": evidence of thelr m'“
he wing e reewd
by the € Wmmd




