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1. PEDOBAPTIST TESTIMONY.

Uontroversinlists who advocate that
there is no baptism without dipping, and
who teach that infants should not be bap-
tized, fretiuently, when no other resource
is left in the argument, flee to pedobaptist
testimony, as they call it, for refuge. That
is, Baptist’s desire to make it appear, that
certain supposed authorities, in the chnrf:h
or elsewhere, who do not believe Baptist
doctrines, bave “ admitted,” or “ confess-
ed,” that the Baptist doctrines are true.
Such testimony is, like that of the lexi-
cons, guly the testimony of fallible man ;
and f when compared with the teachings
of the Bible, of inferior quality, and more
or less erroneous. It is possible to select
pahsagcs. either “with or without ﬂaqrant
garbling, from the writings of theo!ogmns,
and encyclopedists, which will misrepre-
gsent the author and mislead the reader;
and thus make the author appear to teach
doctrines he- mever believed, and with
which be never bad any sympathy.

In the estimation of some classes of
minds 1t seems to be a fine thing to be able
to say, that the] Rev. Dr. So-and-so; and
“all NOTE-WORTHY divines;” and “all
the great scholars ;” and * all the profound
lexicographers ;” and all the ministers
*¢ of note” of all denominations; have al-
ways “admitted ;” and admit now; and
always must admit; and never can do
anytbing else but admit—that is, if they
are persons * of note”—that, though they
believe in infant baptism and practice it,
and believe in sprinkling and teach it, and
were never immersed nor immersed others
yet the Baptists are right, and all others
are wrong. (See Graves, Cox, Campbell,
Cramp, and yourself.) Do you think,
brother Brown, that if you had pedobap-
tist testimony enough to make a library,
as extensive as the Pope’s library in the
Vatican, that you could trereby prove
the Bible to be,wrong? The testimony

of ten thousand inconsistent or mistaken
men can not make putting a person under
water an essential part of baptism, if the
Bible does not make it so. What you call

1 by immersion.

says:
case, first complete religious instruction,
' then baptize, is incorrect
tural and unscriptural to treat children as
if they were adults
and make disciples of all nations, baptiz-
them,’ etc. Or, more correctly, according | tian work ; you practically and logically
to the reading—‘make disciples of all,
and having baptized (baptizantes) them,
teach,’ etc
our Lord’s words, as in the church, the
process of ordinary discipleship is from
baptism to instruction, that is, is admiss-
ion in infancy to the covenant and grow-
ing up into all things.”
in his notes on Acts 16: 15;
tice of infant baptism does not rest on
inference, but on the continuity and iden-
ity of the covenant of grace to Jew and
Chiristian, the sign only of admission be-

posed o the spirit of the apostolic age, asd
to the PUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES of
the New Testament.”

capitals are given as they appear in the

The italics and

Visitor. Dr. Lange never published any-
thing like that. He taught, over and over
again, views of baptism directly opposite
to those attributed to bim in the Visitor.

As Wesley and Lange are * note-wor-
thy”’ divines; and bave been put upon
the stand by Baptists to testify in the in-
terest of immersionist dogmas ; let me
give a quotation or two from each of

them :

Wesley says, Works, vol. 6, p.12: “1It
can not be certainly proven from Secrip-
fure that even John’s (baptism) was per-
formed by dipping Nor can it be
proved that the baptism of our Saviour,
or that administered by his disciples, was
No, nor that of the eun-
uch baptized by Philip The words
baptize and baptism do not necessarily im-
ply dipping, but are used in other senses

That washing or cleansing is the true
meaning of the word baptizo is testified
by the greatest scholars and most proper

"judges in this matter.”

Lange, in his notes on Matthew 28 : 19,
“ The Baptist exegesis—in every

1t is unna-

* Go ye, therefore,

It will be observed that in

Lange also says,
“ The prac-

ng altered.” Many passages might be

quoted from Wesley’s Works, and from
Lange’s Works, to show that they never
could have said anything like what Bap-
tist publications attribute to them.

So it is with many of the * testi-

think they are Qhristians, and have not
been immersed in ism, are in gross
error. Hence it follows, that, if Baptists
hold the truth on the baptismal question,
Christ bas no Chiireh on the earth but the
Baptist Church, and has no disciples in
this world but the people who have been

' immersed.

If your theory be right, how few com-
paratively are the people of God ; and how
manifest and lamentable bas been. the
failure of Christiadlty! H)ow vast the
grand army of other churches who be-
lieved on Jesus, and who loved the Sa-
viour,—a multitude indeed whom no man
can number, some of whom suffered at
the martyr’s stake, gnd others of whom
passed away in the g¢riumpbs of the faith :
—and yet, if the Baptist theory of bap-
tism be correct, al]l those, because they
were mever immersed, were never “bap-
tized into Jesus Christ;” and, therefore,
must bave gone out, into the outer dark-
| ;msa, where the weeping and tear._liabide
| forever.

Please excuse me, brother Brown, if I
express my astonishment that you do not
see the unscripturalness, and inconsisten-
cy, and narrowness of your creed. There
are breathings of better things among
| your brethren. = When you meet on

Christian platforms with ministers of
another belief, and call them brethren ;
when you advocate “open communion ;”
' and when you unite with others in Cbris-

| break away from the trammels of immer-
sionist dogmas, and show that you have
outgrown your creed:

I trust, dear brother, that both of us
shall be permitted, successfully and joy-
fully, to finish the work our Master has
given s to do; and that when ready to
enter into the “better country,’, where all
his people see eye to_eye, we, both, and
those to whom we niinister, shall bear
Him say: “ Well done, good and faith-
ful servant ; thou hast been faithful over
a few things, I will make thee ruler over
many things : enter thou into the joy of
thy Lord.”

Yours, &c.
D. D. Currik.

A CHARGE

! lives, and you bave observed I have mo
doubt that their eminent piefy was the
grand secret of their success. Living
near to God, enjoying constant communion
with the Father of spirits, God abundaunt-
ly owned their labors, and crowned their
ministry with marvellous success. We
trust dear brethremn you will be true suc-
cessors of such men df God, and that the
Divine blessing may attend your minis-
trations as it attended theirs. But all
this should be done so as to obtain the
Divine approval. We are to study to show
ourselves approved unto God. If we study
to do this with any other motive or intent,
that moment we fail in our endeavors to
please God. All we do is to be done as
unto the Lord. As servants of God we are
no longer to please ourselves, to gratify our
desires, or to seek the applause of men, but
we are to do all with a single eye to God’s
glory, and to the fuitherance of His cauee
in the earth. Do not think wmy dear
brethren that this will be easy in its ac-
complishment. You will find that such
is the selfishness of gour nature, such your
desire to have the praise and honor of men,
that it will only be the result of “ LivING
VERY NEAR TO GobD,” that you will be
able to overcome such feelings, and give
the honor and glory to Him to whom it
belongs. You must see to it that you are
go filled with God’s love that all self-love
may be eradicated from your hearts. You
must be watchful of the praise that man
bestoweth, lest it rob you of God’s approv-
ing smile, Whatever else you have or have
not you may lay it down a fized principle
that the approbation of God is that with-
out which 'you can never succeed, in so
sacred and kigh a calling. Do we not
perceive dear brethren therefore the wis.
dom of such an exhortation as that now
under consideration. You know how men
who take very little thought about their
own ways are very watchful indeed over
the acts of the ministers of Christ. Things
which are deemed small offences in the
sight of God, and which 1n His great
mercy he often overlooks or pardons, are
by some men looked upon as enormities
in a Christian minister,and on no account
forgived. Hence as servants of God we
should avoid the very appearance of evil,
that we give the enemies of Christ none

quently it deserves the most anxious con-
sideration of all who eagage in it. In other
works men may consult their own interests,
their own welfare, their own ease; but in
this we must not do our own will but God’s,
we must not think of our own praise and
honor, but the glory and praise of Chrisi,
we must labor for the salvation of souls and
to have as I bave said the approbation of
God. And this work must be done faith-
fully, nor must we think of relaxing our
efforts until the time come when we shall
be released from the church militant to
join the service of the church triumphant.
In the prosecution of this work we shall
often have to combat with adverse influ.
ences. Our blessed Lord and Master had
much to contend with when working the
wcrks of him that sent him. But like
him we must continue to do our duty un-
til our work is dome, even though it be
through poverty, distress, pain and perse-
cution. Such being the work to which
you are called you will at once perceive
with what holy caution and Christian
prudence it should be undertaken. To
| engage in such a work as this we should
bhave the solemn and settled conviction
that we are “ called to it” and that ““ woe
wsme if I preach not the gospel.” That to
shirk it would be displeasing to Christ,
and that it would grieve the good Spirit
of our God. No doubt you have thus
looked upon this great work and are pree
pared to engage i it trusting that God
would graciously assist you in the perfor-
mance of the same. But in order that
you may the more fully comprehend the
importance of this great work we will con-
sider 1t under the different names by
which the servants of Christ are called in
God’s Holy Word. We notice that they
are called

“ TEACHERS.”
Our blessed Lord said to his disciples just
before his ascension “ Go ye and TEACH
all nations.”” You are to be feachers then.
As such it will be expected that you have
been instructed, It would be folly on the
part of any to teach that which they
know not. Oar Lord sent those who were
duly qualified, to impart instruction. And .
we see the aptness of the disciples for this
office from the manner in which they spake -
and preached after the descent of the -

occasion to blaspbeme. Holy Ghost. Your duty then is to teach, .
For let them that is taught in the word
communicate. The text book you are to -
use in the school of Christ is the infali--
ible wordgf Divine truth. From it§ sa-
red pages’ you are to olgain matter for
our instruction.®You arfe not toobtrude
pon your pupils your own mnotions in- -
dependent of the teachings-of God’s holy

pedobaptist testimony, does not prove
your doetrines ; it only proves that, if
what you say be trae, those pedubaptists
are, or were, either weak-minded, or dis
honest, or both.

The testimony which Baptists quote,
and represent as baving culled from pedo-
baptist divines and echolars ““of note,””
may ve divided into three classes :

monies” which Baptists publish as ex-
tracts from persons who hold and teach
opposite views. It is surprising that Bap-
tist writers give so large an amount of
space in theiwr publications to those muti-
lated, fictiious, garbled testimonies from.
P t scholars “of wote.”" ‘It is
probable that the frequent reiteration of

DELIVERED BY REV. JOHN GOODISON, EX
PRESIDENT OF THE NEWFOUNDLAND
CONFERENCE, ON OCCASION OF
THE ORDINATION OF NINE YOUNG MIN-
ISTERS, AT
PRINTED :—

(Continued from odr last.)
L. To show hiniself approved unto God,

And are we not aware brethren that to
bave the approbation of God it will be
necessary for us to be fully employed for
him. Is the work to which you have
called of so little importance that part
your time. mty be devoted to other ptr-
suits and callings ? Nay, but we think it

1. Some writers, without baving exam-
ined, critically, the many connections in
which the Greek word baptizo, and its
root bapto, are found in Greek literature ;
and without baving given very much at-
tention to the sinuosities of the baptismal
controversy ; have made ill-advised and

erroneous admissions. Those admissions
prove only that they are not competent to
speak, authoritatively, on the question at
issue. /

2. Other writers are made to speak,and
quotations are given, which are partially
correct; but which are put in such a
light as to misrepresent the person
quoted, and mislead the reader. If the
testimony of such persons were, as Bap-
‘tists represent it to be, it would prove,
not that Baptist pgjnciples are sound, but
that those pedobaptists “of note,” who
make such confessions, were about as dis-

those testimonies has led many persons to
believe them. Many excellent men have
contributed, doubtless, to the circulation
of such spurious coin because they found
it in a Baptist store-house. And, probably,
large numbers of persons, who were not
able to discriminate, have been deceived,

and caught, by chaff like tbat,

- Now, brother Brown, please tell me if

you do mot think that the “ Pedobaptist
Testimony” argumient, as urged by your
co-religionists, is rather too thin? There
are many persons, perhaps, who can not
discern the fallacy, and absurdity, and
quackery, involved in your bhandling of
Pedobaptist Testimony ; but you ought to
be able to see these defects in your argu-
ments, if others do not. Of course, you
will remember that it is only a few cen-
turies since Copernicus and Galileo dis-
covered and demonstrated, that the sun

honest as it is possible for such nien to be.
They are made to appear as men who sub-
scribed to one creed and believed a differ-

ent one;—whoZtaught the doctrines of
their ¢hurch in their pulpits, but confess-
ed in the press that those doctrines were
not true ;—who, through all their minis-
try, baptized adults and infants by sprink.
ling, but admitted that such practices are
unscriptural and wrong. No jury, in any
court, would accept testimony from wit-
nesses who wouid appear as inconsistent,
as Baptists nake their witnesses to be.
If pedobaptists should accuse their Bap-
tist brethren of “ admitting ” and “con.
fessing ” ‘that the doctrines they preach
were erroneous, and their mode 0f bap-
tism unecriptural ; those baptists might
call them “accusers of the brethren i
and yet our Baptist brethren appear not
to see that they are really accusers of the
brethren, and uncharitable in the ex-
treme.

3. There i a third class of this testi.
mony, where pretended quotations are
given which are either instances of flag-
rant garbling, or are utterly without
foundation. Dr. Cramp, 1n the Christian
Messenger, Feb. 22, 1865, says: “ Every
record of brptism in that book (the New
Testauent) is an instance of dipping, as
Joba Wesley, and ministers of all Chris-
tian denominations, have again and again
confeséed.”  Of course, John Wesley
never made such an untrathful and ab.
surd “ confession.” The Christian Visitor
of Jan. 5, 1871, aud of other dates about
that time, vrepresents Dr. Lange, the emi-
nent commentator, as saying : -““All at. +
tempts to make out infunt baptism from
the New Testament fail. It is totally op-

does not roll around the earth each four-
and twenty-hours ; and that the sun is the
centre of our material system. Previous
to their day “all the learning of the

world,” and “ all the note-worthy scholars
that ever lived,” as you say, would have

“ testified,” and * confessed,” and ‘¢ ad.

mitted,” that the prevailing astronomical
opinions, of former times were correct,
and yet those opinions would have been
entirely erroneous.
would have proved nothing but their own
ignorance.
who have testified concerning the mean-
ing of baptiz), and the genuineness of
Baptist doctrines generally. I can give
you the names of scores of men, whomn
your writers have called ** scholars of note,”’
who never knew, all put together, one
half as much about the baptismal contro.
versy as you do. There united testimony
if put into the balances would weigh no
more than yours alone.
whot a thousand such men, or ten thou-
sand mutilated lexicons may say. Let us
prove all things, not by the vain teachings

Their testimony

It is precisely 8o with many

It matters not

of lexicons, or other books, that repeated-
ly need revision and correction, but by
the word of the living God that changeth
not.

XVIII. PARTING SALUTATION.

In replying s I have done to your let-
ter of inquiry, I bave referred to points
not directly raised therein ; but which be.
lobg, “nevertheless, to the same great
theme. Through well-conducted discus-
sions of this subject, mists, and- dopbts,

and errors; are dispelled. There is one

poit wpon which we. can. thoroughly
agree, .snd that is this :—If the Baptist
creed is a sound creed, all persons who

1t 18 expected that every minister of the
Gospel will be “a man of God,” and that
he will constantly have God’s approving
smile resting upon him. But this is not
all that is required of him in this text. It
is required here that he will show himself
approved unto God and that before all
How, we are led to ask is the min-
ister of Christ to do this? We ans.er by
constantly exhibiting to others that true
and genuine piety which so eminently
characterizes the servants of God in all
ages of the world. The elements of true
piety are ever found in the souls of the
regenerated. This change has been pro-
nouuced by Ckrist as indispensable to the
Christian character. You have eutered
the ministry of that section of the church
of Christ which on its very threshold ask
the important question, Have you been
born again 7 And you know dear breth-
ren that an answer in the negative would
exclude you from engaging in any position
of trust in the church of your choice.
Brethren, this is as it should be. These
are not the days for the church to admit
unconverted unregenerate men into her
ranks. .t is the glory of the evangelical
christendom that they have a regenerated
ministry, and never may that glory de-
part. Itis this that makes the memory
of our fathers in the ministry so fragrant
to us. It is this that is the hope of the
charch in the future. But it is also ex-
pected that the ministers will be eminent-
ly pious. This expectstion arises from
the very ezalted position they occupy.
The teacber is naturally expected to know
more than the scholar. The man who
has for several years béeen master of his
trade is expected to know more than the
mere apprentice. And the minister whose
whole time is or ought tv be, occupied
with holy things, is expected to know more
of the deep things of God, to be more holy;
more pious than those of his congregation
who bave so much to contend with, and
who bave so little time to devote tospiritual
matters. Hence it is tuat persons look up
to their ministers as exaumples in word, in
conversation, in charily, in faith, in purity.
If this is the case brethren, what manner
of persons ought ye to be in all holy
conversation and godliness. How blame-

men.

less ‘your lives. How devoted to. Christ

Into that ministry into which you have
been called toexercise your talents, we
can:boast of some of the holiest men that
have ever breatbed the bresth of life. Did
time permit we might name them by scores
if not by bundreds. You bavé in the
course of study read many of the saintly

is the duty of every minister of Christ to
see that he is altogether unencumbered
with every other service which would hinder
him from faithfully serving his Lord and
Master. We cannot think, nor do we be-
lieve that any mioister of Christ who is
encumbered with unnecessary cares of a
worldly nature can have the full approba-
tion of God. I put it to yourselves. What
would you think of your servant, did you
employ one, spending any portion of his
time in serving another, or in using that
time to which you had a lawful right in
benefitting bimself in any way? Would
such a course of conduct commend that
servant to you 7 Would yesu approve of
such ways P Then if you could not do so
how much less your Muster 7 Besides,
dear brethrean you will find that such is
the importance of the position you are to
occupy that it will take up all your time
in the faithful discharge of the duties de-
volving upon you. So wmaultifarious are
the duties of the minister of Christ that
he need not be unemployed for one mo-
ment, As Methodist ministers you are
urged upon by your veanerable founder,
¢ Always be employed, never be triflingly
"employed,”® and I say that if yom still ad-
here to such sage advice given by one of
the most successful preachers of the Gospel
since the days of the apostles, you will see
that you profit materially from so acting.
Let me urge upon you then to devote
yourselves, your time, your talents, your
all to the entire service of Him whom you
call “ Lord and Master.”” By so doing
you will bave (od’s apprubation here and
his welcome hereafter. Yea, dear breth.-
ren it is to THIS you must be continually
look.ng. You may not always receive ap-
probation from men. You may not al-
ways have the approval of your brethren
"in the ministry. But always see to if that
you bave the approval and smile of God.
and look forward to that time when your
Master will come in the cloud of heaven,
and when attended by his angels you will
stand at his bar, I truet we all shall hear
him say to each one of us, “ Well done good
and faithful servant enter thou into the joy
of thy Lord.” .
II. We are tonotice that the apostle
wishes him to become “ 4 workman that
weedeth not lo be ashamed.”” There is my
dear brethren no work on earth compara-
ble with that work in which a Christian
| mimistér is engaged, inasmuch as it has to

{dv! with the highest concerns of the souls

kind'both for time and eternity. There
is 0 work that can surpass it, and cons -

word, but only those which are derivable
from that sacred source. Never was
there need to be more careful in handling
the word of God than at presemnt. Let
the word of God then be your guide, your
great book of reference, your chief source
of knowledge. Let this be your green pas-
ture into which you shall lead you: flock. .
From this sacred treasury you must draw
things both new and old. From this mine
of truth you must endeavor to enrich all
who set at your feet. I trust tkat the
great Teacher himself may so instruct you
that you may by his help be made a last-
ing blessing to others. We notice also
that they are called

PasTors.
Christ Jesus our Lord claims_to be the
Good Shepherd, and as proof of that claim .
be hath given his life for the sheep. Your
duty, as under shepherds, or pastors, is to
feed the flock of Christ which he hath pur-
chased with his own blood. Our dear
Lord in charging Peter said, “ Feed my
sheep,” * Feed my lambs,” and what Christ
said to Feter he says to all his servants. .
Tis theduty of the shepherd to look well
after the flock. To see they have good
_pasturage, and are properly secure within
the fold. Alas how many of the sheep -
and lambs once in the fold of Christ bave
been lost by the negligence of those who
bave promised to care for them. How
great the responsibility attached to the
office of a pastor. Let it be yours dear
brethren with intense anziety to watch
over, and with constant care and tender-
ness to look after those sheep and lambs
of Christ’s flock that the good Shepherd
shall place you over. If eme of these
should be 1ost through your negligence
how great will be the sin in the sight of
God. Again they are called
“ GUIDES.”

Your example is to be such as shall ena-

ble you to say with the apostle Paul, “ Be

ye followers of me as I also am of Chr.st.””
The duty devolving upon you as guides is

such as will require you to be very cau-

tious indeed of your own steps lest yom
should lead others astray. It will also be

necessary for you to be well acquainted

with the way or you will be unable to

direct aright. The way of prayer, of trust

in God, of holy living, of upright con-

versation should be such in yourselves
as at all times to command the attention

aad willing obedience of those who place

themselves under your care. Let 1t be

seen then during the whole course of your

winisterial career that you are frue and
Jaithful guides, and tbat through your in-

strumentality many, very many are helped.
on their way to heaven.

(Conclusion next week.)




