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in the flesh,” says Paul ; “ hut circumcision is of theJ 11 MI'i 11 Vv-3 «« ) OUJ J a. J —   - .

heart ; in the spirit, and not in the letter.” Thai isj rnimled them of the duty under which tiny lay ^
not baptism, says Peter, which merely puts away the ....... "M - *■■■>........... *

.filth of the flesh ; hut baptism is the answer of n good 
conscience unto God. if the baptism of infants oiler 
any violence to the vital ani essential principles of 
that ordinance, the principles of the ordinance qf cir
cumcision are altogether the same. Circumcision is 
the sign of an inward grace ; and upon Abraham, in 
the previous possession of this grace, the sign was 
impressed. And, in the face of w hat might have been 
alleged, that it was wrong when the sign and the 
thing signified did not go together, this sign of cir
cumcision was nevertheless perpetuated in the fami
ly of Abralmin, by lieing impressed on the infancy of 
all his descendants. In like manner, when an adult 
stands before ns for baptism, should we be satisfied 
that he has the washing of regeneration, then may 
wc put the question, “ Can any man tin hid water, 
that lie should not be baptized who hath received the 
Holy Ghost as well us we f” But should any man 
go further, and forbid water to the infants of his pre
sent or his future family, ho appears to do so on a 
principle which God himself did not recognise ; and, 
while he sccmsyto exalt faith over forms, by waiting 
(or the rise of this inward grace ere he will impose 
the outward ceremonial, lie stamps a reflection on 
that very procedure that was instituted for him who 
is called the “ father of the faithful.”

But is it not wrong, when the sign and the thing 
signified do not go together ? Yes, it is very wrong : 
and let us shortly consider who they generally are 
that are in the wrong when such a disjunction at any 
time occurs,^ In the case of*an adult, the thing sig
nified should precede the sign. When he offers him
self for baptism, he asks to be invested with the sign 
that he is a disciple, and lie makes a credible appear
ance and profession of his lieing- so. Were it not' a 
credible profession, then the administrator is in the 
fault for having put the outward stamiacif Christian
ity on ame whom he believed to belt counterfeit.
Were it a profession rendered credible by-the arts of 
hypocrisy, then the Minister is free ; ami the whole

tion they had been enjoined to impose upon them re-

guilt tb it arises from an unworthy subject, standing 
arrayed in the insignia of our faith, lies upon him 
who wears them. But in the case of an infant, the 
sign precedes the thing signified. Tile former has
been impressed upon him by the will of his parent ;, 0
and the-latter remains to be wrought in him by the j |l> tv.101,1 *ie ,,wcs his birth, it is he who moved the 
care of his parent. If he do not put forth this care, j baptism, and it is he who hath prohuicd it.

I his ordinance lays a responsibility on parents; the

rt ir them m all the v irtues of a holy ami separate 
generation ; ami many n Hebrew parent was solem
nized by tins observance into the duvotedness of Jo
shua, who said that whatever others should do, he 
w ith all his house w ould fear the Lord : and this was 
the testimony of the Searcher of hearts in behalf of 
one who had laid the great initiatory rile til" Judaism 
upon his ollspring, “that He knew him, that he 
would bring up Ins children after him in all his ways, 
and statutes, and urdimtn -cs that he had himself 
been taught audit was lac commandment of Gmt 
to Ins servants of old, that they should teach their 
children diligently, ami talk to them as they rose up 
and sat down, and walked by the way-side, of the 
loyally and gratitude that should be rendered to the 
God of Israel. ’1 bus was the matter ordered under the 
old dispensation. The sign was impressed upon the 
infant, ami it served lor a signal of duty and duectioii 
to the parent. It pointed out to him the moral desti
nation of his child, and led him to guide it onward ac
cordingly. There ought to be a correspondence be
tween the sign and the thing signified. At the very 
outset of the child’s life, did the parent fix upon its 
person the one term of this correspondence, as a mark 
of Ins determination to fix upon its character the other 
term of it. It was ns good as his- promissory declara
tion to that effect: and if this be enough to rational
ize the infant circumcision of the Jews, it is equal
ly enough to rationalize the infant baptism of Chris
tians. The parent of our day, who feels us he ought, 
will feel himself in conscience to be solemnly charg
ed, that the infant whom lie has held up to the bap- 
tisinuf Christianity, he should bring up in the belief of 
Christianity ; ami if he fail to do this, it is he who 
has degraded this simple and impressive ceremonial 
into a thing uf nought ; it is he who has dissolved the 
alliance between the sign and the thing signified ", it 
is tie who brings scandal upon ordinances, by strip
ping them of all their respect, and all their significant 
cy. Should the child live and die unchristian, there 
will he a proper and essential guilt attached to him 
in consequence ; hut it will at least not be the guilt of 
having broken a vow which he was incapable of ma 
king. And yet the vow was made by some one. It 
was made by the parent ; and in as tar ns the ruin of 
the child may be resolved into the negligence of him
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he is i:i the fault. Better that there had been no sign, 
if there was to lie no substance ; and be by whose 
application it was that the sign was imprinted, but 
by whose neglect it is that the substance is not infu
sed, lie is the author of this mockery upon ordinan
ces. He it is w l.o hath made the symbolical language 
of Clinsijnniiy the vehicle of a falsehood. He is like 
the steward who is entrusted by his superior with the 
subscription of his name tj n space of blank paper, 
on the understanding that t was to lie filled uq in a

sense of w hicli has, we doubt nut, given a mighty ins* 
ptdse to the cause of Christian education. It is well 
that there should be one sacrament in behalf of the 
grown-up disciple, for the solemn avowal of his 
Chnstiaimy belore men ; and the very participation 
o " ic bin is more closely about his conscience all 
t.ie dtil.es and nil the consistencies of the Gospel. But 
\ 1S u. 1 Vlf «here ahoultl be another sacrament,

particular manner, agreeable to the will of his Aonl* I ..fViVyouth or mànïood hm aZt/T’ V'f Pdf
and. instead ol doing so, has filled it up w ith matter of fanev ; and the ol.lurotinn f l'u‘|,";l 10‘ ot h,s 
u did', re,,' import altogether. The infant, with its1, . obligation of which is Mr, not by

mind unfilled and uulurni hed, has been put by the 
God of providence into his hands ; and after the bap- 
h-m which lie himself hall craved, it lias been again 
made over to him will) t ie signature of Christian

liis conscience still in embry o, but by the conscience 
ol" him w hose business is to develope, and to guard, 
nml to nurture its^yet unawakened sensibilities. 
This is like removing baptism upward on a higher 
vantage ground. It is assigning for it a station ofd;2pi::,;:p:;;,;::'by i;;;'ôw w^ënirunp^i;:;;;;;;1 ;m;m^„r^,d ofcM.rm'f.m? ,v,r u ,tt sturv„fit ; and be, by lading to g ave the characte s of 11,,-1 mural iiilloencV », w e

cip'cship upon it, hath u„w ortlnly betrayed the trust j Christian,t:; should have bereaved one of itslcre-
and, like the treacherous j meets 
his master’s name to

that Wht's reputed in him 
agent, who 'nuh prostitute 
purpose di.forent 1’ror.i 
perverted the sign of Heaven 
frustrate the end of Heaven’s ordination. The wor
thies of the Ulil Te^umeii'. w ho, in obedience lo 
the God whom they served circumcised their chil
dren m infancy, never forge : that they were the chil
dren of the eircumcision/f tyid the mark of sépara

S ’kat it should have reared such a security
hit matter’s will he Imih ,the birth ol every immortal ; that it should 
h ’ lle ha,h 80 1 l,avc 80 constituted baptism, ns to render it a guide

appointment, as lo| ami a guardian, whose post is by the cradle uf .be 
m.ant sptrit ; and w hich, from coming into contact 
with the first elements of tuition, has, we doubt not, 
loin this presiding eminence, done much to sustain 

PcrPciuste the faith of the Gospel from genera- 
-;tion to generation.


