«filth of the flesh ; but baptism is the answer of a good

stands before us tor baptism, should we be satisticd

go further, and forbid water to the infants of hus pre-
sent or his future amily, he appears to do so on a

siznified do not go together ? Yes, 1tis very wrong :
and let us shortly consider who they generally are

nified should precede the sign.
self tor baptism, he asks to be invested with the sign
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in the flesh,” says Paul ; *“ but circumcision is of the
heart ; in the spirit, and not in the letter.” I'hai s
not baptism, says Peter, which merely puts away the

conscience unto God.  If the baptism of intants otler
any violence to the vital and esseutial priuciples of
that ordinancé, the principles ot the ordinance gt cir-
cumeision are altogether the same. Circumcision is
the sign of an inward grace ; and upon Abrahaw, in
the previous possession of this grace, the Sigil Wil
impresscd. And, in the fuce of what might have been
alleged, that it was wrong when the sign and the
thing signitied did not go together, this sign ot cii-
cumecision was ncvertheless perpetuated in the tami-
ly of Abrahum, by being impressed ou the intuncy of
all his descendunts.  ln like manner, when an adult

that he has the washing of regeuerativn, then may
we put the question, ¢ Can any man Torbid water,
that he should not be baptized who hath received the
Holy Ghost as well as we 2" But should any man

principle which God hims:If did not recognisc ; aud,
while he seems to exalt faith over forms, by waiting
for the rise of this inward grace ere he will inipose
the outward ceremonial, he stamps a reflection on
that very procedure that was instituted tor hun who
is called the ¢ futher ol the fuithitul.”

But is it not wrong, when the sign and the thing

that are 1 the wrong when iuch a digjunction at any
tiine occurs,_ In the case of an adult, the thing sig-
When he offers him-

that he is a disciple, and he makes a credible appear-
ance and protession of’ his being-so.  Were it not'a
credible profession, then the administrator is in the
fault for having put the outward stumgaot” Christian-
itv on one whom he believed to. l)e‘t conntesteit,
Were it a profession rendercd credible by the arts of
hypocrisy, then the Minister is free ; and the whole
guilt that arises from an unworthy subject, standing
arrayed in the iusignin of cur faith, hes upon him
who wears them.  But in the case of an intant, the
sigzn precedes the thing signitied.  The former has
been impressed upon him by the will of his parent :
and the-latter remaiis to be wrougiat in him by they
care of his parect. 1t he do not put forth this care,!
he is in the tault, Detter that there had been no sign,
it there was to be no substauce j and he by whose |
applieation it was that the sizn wois imprinted, but |
by whose neglect itas that the substance 1s not infu-
sed, he s the anthor of this mockery upon ordinan-|
ce<. Heitis who hath made the symbohecal language
of Christyyanity the vehicle ot a falsehood. He is like
the steward whois entrusted by his superior with the
subzeription ol his name ta a space of blank paper,
on the understanding that 't was to be filled up in a
particular manner, agreeahle to the will of his l,,nnl ;
and, istead o doing o, has filled 1 up with matter of
a duterent import altogethizr. ‘T'he afant, with ity
mind untled and unfurni -hed, has been put by the
God of providence into his hands 5 and after the bap-
tisin w hich he himselt hatl craved, it has been u;:;nn'
made over to him with the signature of Christian |
diseipleship, and. by his ov 1 consent, impres sed .pon l
it; and he, by tailing to g ave the characte s ot dis-!
ci:.h-sh‘ip upon it, hath unv.orihily betrayed the trust !
that W&R reposed in him : and, hike the treacherous !
agent, who ‘iath prostitutes his master’s name to a
purpose dilerent trora his rwaster’s wiil, he hath so!
perverted the sign of Heaven's appoinunent, as to
frustrate the end of Heaven's ordination. The wor-
thies ot the Oll Testamen'. who, in obedience 1o
the God whom they served, circumncised their chil-
dren in infancy, never torgci that they were the chil-
dren of the circuu:cisiuz),r;‘ aud the wark of separa-!
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tion they had been enjoined to impose upon then pe.

minded them ot the duty under which they lay lu

rear them in all the virtues ot a holy anid 5(‘!'“,'“&
generation 5 and many a Hebrew parent was solem-
wized by this observance into the devotedness of Jo-
shua, who said that whatever others should do, je
with all kis house would iear the Lord : and lhis'\\as
the testimony ot the Scarcher of hearts i behalf of
one who had laid the great inidatory rite ol Judaism
upon his offspring, ** that He knew hin, (hmwhe
would bring up s children atter him inall his ways

and statutes, and ordinan-es that he had hin:m-]i‘
bccn_ taught 3 and it was tae commandment of Gad
to his seivants ot old, that they should teuch their
children diligeutly, and talk to thew as they rose up
and sat down, and walked by the way-side, of the
loyalty and gratiiude that should be reudered to the
God ot'lsrael. 'L hus was the matter ordered under the
old dispensution.  The sign was impressed upon the
intant, and it served tor o signal of duty and diection
to thie parent. [t pointed out to him the moral des-
uation of his child, and led himw guide it onward ac-
cordingly, ‘I'hicre ought to be a correspondence be-
tween the sign and the thing siguitied. At the very
outset of the child’s life:, did the parent fix unon its
person the oue termot'this corregpondernce, asa mark
ot his determination to fix upon its character the other
termot'it. It wasas good us his promissory declara
tion to that eftect : and it this be cnough 1o rational-
ize the infant circumcision ot the Jews, it is equal-
ly enou'él‘x to ravonalize the intant baptsm of Chriss
uans.  ‘T'he parent of our day, who feels as he ought,
will feel himselt' in conscicnée to be solemnly charg-
ed, that the infant whom be has held up to ‘the bap-
tsmot Christianity, he should bring up in the belief of
Christianity ; and it he fuil to do this, it is he who
has degrade:d this simple and impressive ceremonial
into a thing of nougnt 5 it is he who has dissolved the
alliance Letween the sign and the thing signified ; it
13 he who brings scandal upon ordinances, by strips
ping them of all their respect, and a!l their signifiean-
cy. Should the child live and die unchristian, there
willbe a proper and essential guilt attached to him
in consequence ; but it will at least not be the guiltof
having broken a vow which he was incapable of ma

king. And yet the vow was made by some one. It
was made by the parent ; and in as tar as the ruinof
the child may be resolved into the neglizence ol him
to whom he owes his birth, it is heowi?n moved the
baptism, and 1tis he who hath protuncd it.

‘This ordinance lays a responsilility on parcnts; the
sense of which has, we doubt not, gn-‘en a mighty i
pulse to the cause of Christian education.  Itis well
thut there should be one sacrunent in behalf of the
grown-up disciple, for the solemn avowal of bis
Chiristiairity betore men 5 and the very participation
of which binlis more closely about his conscience alt
the duties and all the consistencies of the Gospel. But
itis also well that there should be another sucrament,
(h'e place ot which in his history is, not at the period
ot his youth or manhood, but at the period of his in-
fancy ; a_lul the obligation of which is felt, not by
hn_s couscience still.iu cmbryo, but by the conscience
of hiin whose business is o develope, and 1o guard,
and o nurture itsyyet unawakened scnsibilities.
I'tis is like removing baptism upward on a higher

vantage ground. It s assigning for it a station of

command and of custody at the very fountain bead of
moral intlvence ; and we repeat it to b well that
Chnistianity should have here tixed one of its sacras
meuts ; that it should have reuared such a security
around the birth of every immortal ; that it should
have so constituied baptisin, as to render it a guide
and a guar.lian, whose post is by the cradle ct the
infant spirit ; and which, from coming into contact
\}'lth thq‘ﬁrst elements ot tuition, has, we doubt not,
.h'om this presiding eminence, done much to sustain
:{tld perpetuate the faith of the Gospel from generas
lion to generatjon.
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