OBEDIENCE — THE SAINTS'
LIBERTY.

Hesrews xu. 17-25,

The spirit of obedience is the secret of all godli.
nees. The spring of ali ovil from the beginning
has been independence of will. Obedience is the
only rightful state of the creature, or God would
cease to be supreme—would cease to be God,
Wherever there is independence, there is always
sin.

This rule, if always remembered, would w0nder-
fully help us in guiding our conduet,

There is no case whatever in which we ought to
do our own will; for then we have not the capacity
either of judging rightly about our conduect, or of
bringing it before God. '

I may be called upon to act independently of the
| highest authority in the world, but it ought never
to be on the principle that I am doing my own
will, which is the principle of eternal death. The
libarty of the saint is not license to do his own
N will,

An entiro sclf-renunciation (and this goes very
far when we know the subtlety of the heart) is tho
only means of walking with the full blessing that
belongs to our happy position of service to God,
our brethren and mankind.

If anything could have taken away the liberty of
the Lord Jesus, it would have been the hindering




