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ight of which it cannot well be deprived. How 
those citizens who most strongly

«t rProminent Topics would it suit 
criticize all proposed terms of settlement, if the 
comiany were now to take the attitude of not 
treating for a franchise, but were instead to deal 
direct with consumers -and escape paying any 
annual amount to the city, or having its charges

A delegation of citizens visited 
yuetx-c Tuesday, to present Pre­
mier Gouin with a petition ask­
ing that a general law be passed 
enacting that all public utility 

duration

Montrrel Gas 

>nd Electric 

Light Quectlen.

fixed by it ?
According to an amendment introduced in the 

Lower House, if the city builds the conduits and 
that the M. L. H. & P. Co. pay a rental

franchises granted for over ten years

r,Dlv Stated that what had happened in Montreal 
Jgh, lx- repeated in other cities of the province.

- question to interfere with the 
city, and rather than incur the 

charge of a hasty decision, he asked leave to ex- 
,nunc the petition at leisure, and promised to give 
„ full consideration. The general impression 

t,, I* that the government, while adverse to 
referring franchises to the Licutcnant-Govornor- 
in.C, nncil, is willing that there should lx- rat.fica- 
ti« -n by the electorate.

arranges
toi using them, the company will he entitled to 
receive compensation for removal of the present

this proposal wouldwires and poles. Of 
have also to pass the l egislative Council before 
coming into force.

course

But it was a grave 
of aautonomy All companies should bear their 

fair share of municipal taxation, 
but more than this no company 
should be asked to do. If a 

city enforces high taxes industries will lie discour­
aged from establishing themselves And in the 
case of companies serving the general public, it is 
to be reckoned with, that taxation unduly heavy 
means that the consumers themselves suffer through 
an increase in prices

The Taxing of 
Industriel.

We have from time to time 
to anPublic uillltlee ore made suggestions as

Necessities- equitable and business-like so- 
of the above mooted 

of them being that the 
franchise of reasonable dura- 
fixed minimum annual i>ay- 

together with a stipulated proportion of net 
profits. One fact is to Vie kept in mind by this 
otv as by all towns and cities that public ut.li- 

nccessity of progress and growth, and 
undesirable that such 

difficult and

Public Incidentally, the aroused in- 
Civte Administration terest of the citizens regard-

and electricity
lution

question the substance 
city should grant a 
tion in 
ment

ing the gas
matter is a hopeful sign that 

day they will arise in their might and de- 
the conducting of civic affairs by some 

administrative body that will take from
It is after

by Commission.

return for a
some
clare for
form of ,
the alderman all but legislative duties, 
all scarcely fair that the aldermen should be ex­
isted to devote nearly all their time for th 
paltry sum they receive -or, putting it another 
way, it is perhaps less fair to the city s own inter­
ests to provide that its administration be conduct­
ed by those ... receipt of so trifling remuneration. 
President Eliot, of Harvard, well remarked at the 
Canadian Club luncheon last Friday, that present- 
day forms of Municipal Government on this con­
tinent are an illustration of the "tendency of 
archaic theories to linger beyond their day.

ties arc a
that it is, therefore, most 
undertakings should he rendered so 
uncertain for capitalists that they will hesitate to 
expend what is necessary for most efficient service. 
Without the granting of some privileges, iminici- 
palities can scarcely hope that capital will be read­
ily invested. But, of course, tins does not mean 
that the giving of such privileges should not be 
carefully safeguarded, nor that the citizens should 
not lie assured of moderate prices and a fair share 
of the profits that will increase with the city s own 
growth and progress.

1
'

Well and honourably known in 
well as in lumbering 

the Hon.
Lt.-Oex«reor public life, as

and railroad affairs, was 
1 aliez Bunting Snowball, late l.ieu- 

of New Brunswick. IBs sud- 
Sunday

which waited onThe delegation 
TV Building (he Premier of Queliec laid spe-

thc building of 
the city Montreal 

be in a

Snowball.

of Conduits. cial stress upon STr-its.'-jr atftsrA-.t
his home province

conduits by
m.o or may not at the present juncture 
position to make the large outlay necessary to 
such an undertaking And there is this fact to 
I, kept in view, that the M 1- H. & P <-o already 
ha, the right to construct conduits in Montreal -

den


