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THE MAN ON THE MAST,

Concluded.

When they got to the head of the pier, the
boat was not more than fifty or sixty yards be-
yood it. The small progress they
which
lorce of Lhe sho, eward sea, as well by the vio-

ce of the storm, which rendered il a matter
f difliculty for those mland to keep their feet

here they stood, afforded matter of considera
‘e anxiety to the physician, as he thought o
he short Yeady accomplished &

at labour, and caiculated on the time i
ould take to make a mile of way to wind-
aid under the circumstances, But he was
ill more ala | when, in cons nee of an
bservation from of the byst s, he
boked ahead of the boat, agd observed th
et of the bar, which exgended all acrc

thor, ot a litile distance from th
as terriffic,. The sea seemed to rag
hite chain of foam, of an hundred y
adth, to offer an insurmcuntable |
either entrance or exit, presenting
jous and heavy a surf as that which roll

der the lime-kiln. At this tir fthe t

jere were but a few feet of water over ity and

dependent of the violence of the waves, it

fas '~ be feared thatin (e tiough of the sea
boat woul.. but too inevitably touch the
dy bottom.

An old sailor edged up tothe physician—

% Doctor, these lobster-n.n will have a wet
ket in the gut, if they don’t feel the groand
their keel. Three Louts hence they wonld
Rind o better chance, but the tide’s ebbing

, and by the time they get the there’ll

little water y7h for them, even if it
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©Oh, the men know v, hat they ure dotng,
prapted the woman, who had been anxic
istenin e obs s fo ¢
patage them ; “they look so determined
must succeed, There—you see they’re
apon it now, and are getting on quite stea-
» L haow iU’s casy,” as she saw a smil
jeredulity on the. - faces, ¢« I've often seen
ts in 2 greater storm than this, I assure
3 and the poor woman endeavoured to
fle with an air of cheerfulness and hope, the
owness of which was but too elearly shown
the agomzed expression of anxicly into
h the features relapsed the n-xt moment,
re are few things more tonching than the
of the distressed to gain comfort from
hy assuming confidence themselves,and
jask (ueir feelings unler a veil of hope,
they should see despair written in the
from which they s:ek to read their fate.
was plain, indeed, that the main difficulty
et (0 be encountered. As the yawl fore-
way over the landward boundary of the
he made two or tiree short pitches at
and then fought manfully on for some
3 till @ mass of foam heavier than the rest
bove her like a clond, and swept over
renching every one in her through and
b, besides lodging a considerale gnantity
er in her bottom' A murmur was heard
pier, and every eye was instantly fixed
adventarers.
sun, which now showed ity broad disc
the horizon, played bright on the spray,
from the tarred sides of the boat ;
m birds glanced and skimmed close
it—their wild screams sounding omi-
In the ears of the superstitious spectators
came fitfully to land, mixed with the
the winds and the waters. Gallantly
boatmen atrain, and skilfully did they
bark through this labyrinth of wa-
hich once passed, and there was little
hey could be able to surmount the long
the deeper sea. The individual for
event was a matter af hope or des-
d jost raised her clasped hands for the
towards heaven, when a sea more
n the rest threw the bows of the boat
etely up out of the water, Luat, as she
il again, both the larboard cars were

had made,
was accounted for by the tremendous |
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was whipped round, and before they had time
to bring her head to, another wave had broke
over, and nearly water-logged her, the men
made every effort tobring her up \gain, butin
vain—she was rolled back upen . ne surf, and
speedily filled ; and at last a dead blow the
sand burst hier open, and shivered her to pie
ces, casting out her ctew into the midst of the
breakers. A cry of horror was raised. ¢ Save
them ! save them ! »* was shouted by an bun-
ces 3 & rush was made off the pier to
the rocks at the harbor’s moutl ; n a few
moments there me |
phycisian, holdin
form of her wi

extinguisiied for ever

an
| vas no
|

| ed to be
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such, that althc w of the sk
boat wero a ¢
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to reach a nook on the sonthe
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-~ shore,

greater injury than a few trifling
bruise:

This
fraught with fate
Five human ¢
of wives, and uncons-
cions of what had been attempted—w!
earthly chance for deliverance seemea
for ever by this accident.

At the lime-kiln the chief officer of the
const-guard, who had never quitted the spot,
nd still continued to keep a narrow look-out
! for any goods which might be washed ashore

yith a view to sal

event, discouraging in
1l consequences to o
wings there
the winds and

were— alore in the
midst
uly

<ut off

uonet
V 1 indiv
riosi

who 1

ame down to enjoy the interesting sf
acle of the death-agonics of five fellow-crea-
tures. In town there sre executions; in the
country, people who love the terrible, have to
depend on sach accidents as this for their gra

Lification.

Amongst those who arrived on the shore
about this time—nine o’clock—were the male
wose, consisting of the
If, his white-waistcoaled
guests, d the juvenile crew already made
known tomy r They weie loud and
nimuted, of course, in theirinquiries concern-
ing the

him
aders,

business, and were strenuous o see
the woman, of whom the officer had given a
sufliciently flourishing unt. ‘The caron-
sals had been kept up 0 late the night b
that it i ~eded ali their hereism and generosity
to tum at such an early hour in the morn-
ing ; and, as it was, there were some of the
party who were rather dragged down to the
shores by their shame, than impelled by their
benevolence. During their festivities the pre-
ant vessel had been
foundering within a mile or two of them, and
the cry of more than one wretch who had
foun in the stormy scas his fate and his grave,
had been uttered almost close enough to min-
gle with the cadences of the convivial song.
But such thonghts did not scem to weigh by
any means heavily on the satisfied consciences
of the wassailersthey had not exceeded that
night—that is, they had not exceeded their
allowance, for it was usually measured by the
capacity of their girdle. Comfortless it was
to see them then, standing on the yet oozy
bank, looking out to seaward with their faces
drawn up as if with a running string, their
eyes watering and nearly closed, their well-
brushed teeth grinning in the wind, and their
hands burried in the profoundest depths of their
great coats, in which, and in their own dis-
comfort, they seemed far more wrapped up
than in the distress of the unfortanate wretches
they were looking at.
ne of the young men whispered another—
¢ Edward !
“ Well, George 1
¢ Ask Mr, —— whether he his reconciled
to Chloe this morning, Thesight of the water

acec

ceding evening a gall

16rn

unskipped from the rullocks; in an instant she | will bring on the fit of *
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ydrophobia again,
suspect,”’

“ But it was awfal,
thing it, that rigmarole about .oy
while the horrible reality was enacting so ea
us.  Look at his face!™ I vow I think be ha
of the kind in his mind this instant
See ! his month is dow, st the ¢
first time, I belicve, in his |

“ You’re rizght, Edward

ly jokers foceed into seri
able sight All the muscles
wrong wa Buty 1 say, L
the doctor has tak
self. Ih

somerhing

ar e never |
to conso!

drowned lover—ay, and wil
T'hat’s the way of all t
I'he vacancy i

ready, pay
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apply

w i
15 in to

Look ou
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~-and he drew his young friend
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The r colored, clenched his hand, an
id nothing, but gave
his eompanion mutter

a nod of assent, while
“ Well, when the

e comes we’ll try, at least.”

As the 4

lighite

tide rose, each hour saw the mas!
ned of its human burthen, One sou
more wa: swept into eternity—boly after body
was washe ) Y
who had veturned to the cliff, and now watch

ed them drifted successively in, was still sa-

tisfied that each, though well-known, was no
that of her beloved. The day, as it advanced
enabled her o see him distinctly—to mark hi
effort 10 preserve himself and his comp
~his lashing the boy Lo the mast by a piee
loose rope, suspended to which, however, he

expired early-—his apparent sufferings fron

sal v himanxious and imploring )aok
rhore -M'Ww\nw
he o So Whet Mifting o Bl lin 2 o
A R

towards

from the station #he had resumed at the ficae~
kiln, and much of it she gained by report froir

the officer, whose glass seemod the wterpre-

ter of her destinies. She looked more dead
than olive—her air was wild and haggard
her face and figure had shrunk supernaturally
sinee the t—<her limbs were benumbe
with cold, and shook as in palsy, beneath her
ill-dried and showily colored garments—and
yether energy was unabated ; she refused a
s of relreshment of any kind, nor wenld

she stir from the spot, but seated herself down
e the lime-kiln, with her hands ecrosed
over her knees, and said not a word, but looked

hesid

steadlastly and tearlessly at the mast

She hadl ne Y
deg, of the Fiench poodle breed, was seei
struggling up the steep cliff, oceasionally stoy
ping to shake the water frem its long corly
hair 5 and as soon as it had reached
ran directly to where the woman was sitling

and began to jump upon her with the most ex-

travagant marks of delight.  She sprung up

seized the little animul in her arms, and cover~

ed it with caresses, and at length burst inte

agony of tears. It had evidently called he

istress, and had probably floated ashore o
some piece of the wreck, without having been
observed by the persons on shore, and now re
joiced one of its owners with its safety. Bu
the force of instinct told the animal that in it
rejoicing it had a duty to perform ;
sooner did its mistress put it down from he
arms, than it began to jump round her, to pul
at her dress, to run to ‘fl" brink of the cliff an(
look out to sea, and then ran back with a

greater show of eagerness, and go through the

same energetic damb-show again.

She had watched the struggles and agony
of the ship-wrecked man himself, and retain-

ed some possession of berself in the midst of
her despair ; but this was too much for her

She rushed frantically towards the precipitous
pathway which led to the beach, and would
dprnlmbilily have huried down and

ay, bad
ders an

in all

plunged into the breakers in her fren
she not been laid hold of by the b

oiners, for the

ashore, and the wretched creature
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long been placed thus, when a

I the top, it

and no
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Before mid-day, but one human being re-
ned on the mast; and that was he to whom
clung. He appeared nearly worn
ie rising tide iinmersed him still wore fre-

quently and fearfully beneath the waves, and
s | 1t was plain to see that he could not hold out
| About this time the officer be-

I
I

ontyt
»

. | much lon ger.
guit o look towards the point of the Chapel
Head, and then at the country people around
s if some thought was laboring in his
; and when one of the young party from
- house questioned Yim, he replie’ thet
et ight, pert aps. be achance of a

uilt boat liviug now over the bar, sinesy
though the wind had freshened, the waterhisd
so much deeper as to render the surf
less dangerous than b-fore. The
poor woman became almost frantic when she
lieard these words. The crowd gathered round,
nd she implored the pe)ple “y every moving
argu.aent and entreaty to save the man on the
She offered them any thing—they
alas! she had lest all that witn

e could have made her promises
rood ! The owner of house, being mo~
1| ved with compassion, went so far as to offera
1ands reward to any boat’s crew which
should save the surviving in/ividual ; bat it
was piain that the fishermen on the coass were
t | not only appalled by the fate of the first ad-
| | tempt, but, moever, a little dubiuns about
the relation of the parties ; and it was consie

too desperste un undertaking for the
guard to be justified in engaging in, par-
cularly as the officer had siatcd it as his opi-
nion that the chances were agawmst sny but a
, { life=hoat getting safe over the bar. The tide
aving risen, moreover, would render it less
easy for.the crew to reach the shore in case of
any disaster happemng.
o | The crowd stood around in moody consub
tation—the officer and the gentlemen in the
midst—the more adventurous weighing chan~

s and shaking their heads—the timid tall-
W grevt dewigl wh%l)‘ would do under
#her chieumstanees; A0l the
<) ffom e w
rnlehhenhon.

{he mournful conclave had just decided that
the subject of their debate must be left to his
fate, all hwman aid being out of the question,
when one of the coast-gnard ) atmen, who
yad been looking out to the northward, sud-
denly exclai I

“ Look there, sir !—as I’m a living man, a
i | hoat!?® and he pointed towards the Chapel
Head, which lay sbout a mile and a quarter
rom them in all that direction.

All eyes were tumed to the point in ques-
tion—and there, tiue enough, was to be seen
along, dark streak, occasionally visible bet-
veen the waves, and just clear of the head-
land.

“ A boat! a boat! by heavens!” exclaim-
ed the gentlemen, and a tremendous cheer
nroke from the multitude, accompanied by a
rush, which was evidently perceived by the
wretch on the mast, who, almoest dropping in-
to the water, now seized a rope convulsively,
and seemed to look on shore and around for
the cause of the movement.

“« Whatisit?7" « Who are they 77 ex-
1 | claimed an hundred voices, and all eyes were
1 | directed to the coast guard officer, who raised
hi« glass with more expedition than usual, the
poor woman watching his countenance with
clasped hands, and an expression of such ago-
nised hope, as once more drew the sympathy
t | of the bystanders towards her,
1| « Why—1 can’t believe my eyes !’ he
| | exclaimed, after an attentive survey—=* sure-
a|ly itisimpossible ! As I live, though,” after
another look, ¢ it is that cockle-shell, the
Kitty-wake, with those hair-bi. aed young
g in her ! ?

Another shout, lengthened and renewed,
showed that the common people were read
to do justice to the generous heroism of their
superiors.  Who, indeed, could withhold st
such a moment hig tribute of heartfelt admira-
tion at the conduct of those noble young spi-
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forced back 1o her old place, and the dog se~

cured-in the hands of one of the coast-gaard

rits, who, when the stoutest heart quailed,
and the st it boat was deemed inh&clen,
had manned their slight and fragile craft, and
braved in her the fate which the more expe




