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CHAPTER L

pED As THE Foor, DT,

Over the waters of Newport Harbor one still
pight in June, the tadisnce of a foll moon was
streaming, Fhe bay was erowded with vachts,
ated when the g Sontd steateer on its way from
Fall River to New York had artived off the Tor-
pedo Stattaa, it had been obdiged slow v to teel
s wan to s pier, among the pretty dittle crat
with thcir kufe-like bows, a good deal as a
ponderous whale mght savigate amonga school
ol sw fisdi, Festisitios atloat and ashore were
Bow 4l ant ever o1 the evetiing, and the brilliane
Blaze from the cabins of the yachts began to be
dimmied,

O board one of the steam vachts—the Sea
Gl two men in natty vachimng costine were
pacing the deck The vounger of the two, Jolin
Henton, was a frank-'aced fellow of pleasiig
appearatice, the other, Ceotge Oakes, was a
heavy, thick-set man, whose face was already
mottied with the signs of dissipation.  As they

Cop

Boon companions, talked Tighitly o the gay scenes
they had jnst witoessed i the Caston ashore,
Frequently ih ir comversation wis  punctis aed
with oaths
and their rolling wat was not doe 1o any swell of
the sea Presently the steward was ordered to
wrve more arinks ot the quarter-deck, Then
the men resumed ther stroll, up and down, up
and down, untid miduight, when George ukes,
calling londly for s Yansch, stumbled dloms
aboard 11, and was earricd over te his oan v hit,
e Carenanghé, wiich lao at anchor near by,
and which, i the b nds of Oukes wasa doatieg
patace of sin awd shame, As the Httde Linneh
puffed 11s way to the gangway ¢ { Vhe Carenanghi!
the oaths of the reckless Oakes echio.d back over
the waters,

John Henton, after the
ons triend, Tardly felt like 1
was hiot, but not having mbibe l as treely as bl
Oakes he still Trad somie wits left, - As the plow-
ing moentight flooded Newport Harhar, Henton
gazed admiringly ay the ntifnl seene The
garnish electr ¢ lights of the town mnd the riding-
lights of the yachts shione forth i sceming com-
petition with the ealm, pervasive vadianee  of
earth's faithful satellite,  Even to John Henton,
who did not Jack tn sense of shewdness, there

departure of his Wlari
vatng in ik head

appeared to be a marked jeontrast between the ¢
One was man-made, |
artificial, Jocal and garish-—in too many cases the |
The | He knew sometling about Oakes' friends —not

two kinds of illaminadon.
Sien and token of debanchery and sin.
other, made by the Great Creator, was high,
pure, and free to all, and see ed to e symbolie
of the calm and contrcl of a life that was very
different from that fevered rush and stroggle

after pleasure in which Henton was engayg
John Henton had had a fair average home
training  His parents had not heen protessors of
religion, vet had maintained a respectful attitnde
towards its institutions.  Their creed appeared
to be morality.  They were indulgent and easy
oing —members of a class too large in America
today. It seented impossible for them to deny
their son John and their daughter Grace any
thing.  John had gone to college, where he had
hecome intimate wit 1 a classmate from the West
-George Oakes.  Both young men had plenty
of spending money —squandering in a single year
sums larger than the salaries jof many profes-
sional men.  They were comrades in dissipation,
althiough ienton stopped short of s coarser
forms of excess.  After college days both men
dabbled for a while in business, but their vaca-
tions were more in the aggregate thau their office
Sl

| chee

“a serious thonght,

Lguestion,

L rerognized

| roundings, though
. U duzen men under his orders and every Inxury at
strolied about the vacht, the two mien, who were ! dozen men und " : J

" 1ke ) asteadilv, |
B th men walked rather unsteadily, andd e heard the quarter-master mutter, CPhick

L fallen

Cwurk
i ashare for any mure provisions, 1 ha

" that he objected to them, for his own consc
Cwas not safliciently awake 1o mak - any such dis- |

| penance for her!

| I don't care abont going out on Sunday.

THR
hours. Neither had nced of money, as thuir
respective fathers obligingly wrote  convenient
s when asked to do so. 8o it happened

that what with dowving Lenox or Tuxedo m
the fall, wolting i Florida in winter, fishing

; tonrs da the Spring and yachting in the Sumuier,
Cwith freguent stays ar Newport, Bar Hatbor,

amd stmiliat summer resorts, the twn young men
appeared to he aderts at tuming lite into a
holidav. At the tune this story opened, Henton
having heen given tae use of his father's vacht
for the season was crnising in company with
Oukes, who owned his own craft,
one of these men who never apoeared to have
The idea of tesponsibility
pever erossed lus mind, - while of eeligion he
knew and carad as much as he did about the
ls Mars inhabited”’  Henton oe-
casionaily dropped into a churely, bat only when

soine attractive lady asked him to escort her
thither, ot when the conventionalities of society

As for the eanrch ser

heohitely demanded i,
vi
him. except for the mosic, which now and thien
gave him an asthetic pleasore,

But thore was 1 conscience hidden away down

deep in John Hentow, and lis conscience on the

night i gnestion gave him sone iouble,  Per
haps it was the vague memory of a sermon Tie hadd
hapoened to hear in a Newport church the pre-
ceding Sunday. when an unusually earnest man

ated --or it may have been that he felt blue
ter an unnsnal teckless cavonse that evening —
at any sate he was denressed. His present life

[ did not satiofy him-that he half-realized  and

For Heoton had in him the mak
ings of a fine man it sin were only stopped from
ravagmye his character, and if a nohle ambition
could be bronght from some direction o replace
the moral dilettantism which then charactervzed
Bis dife,  After a half hour or so ot this uneasy
reverie, ont of sorts with himself and lis sur
afloat on a fine yacht witha

band, Hewon walked to the companion  wav,
resolved to turn in.  As he put Tiis foot «n the
top stey, he glanced seaward and noticed that a
thick haze was clonding the face of the moon,

weather tomotrow!”  As he songht lis cabin,
Henton noticed that the barometer had slightly
Soon he was asleep m his handsome
st orona,

The next day was Sunday,  Henton slept tate,
for e had never leariied to pay any attention to

Cthe Sabbath day, oe to ask himself when it

dawned whether any religons dnties awarted
Lt After a while the rich young  pleasar. -
weker appeared in the eibin, and in a bistless
way pareok of breakfast in solitary selfishness
1 irelly had he finished bis meal when the
of # baunch was heard alongside, and the form ol
Oukees darkened the companion p

‘Henton, ' exclaimet Oakes, Vlet’s get a ran
ant today for a little deepsea fishing It will e
Shghtly thick--all the better for that kind of
Dan't trouble,” he added, “to send
anextra
hamper of ehampagne 3 will send aboard for youw.

1f v like, we will tiy a race, when we have |
" drapped Brenton Reef Lightship astern.

By-the-
way.”" he added, 1 have invited some friends to
come along.  We will join parties and have a
wpread when we reach Rock Island on the way
ont!*

Henton fistened to all this talk with a yawn.

hoee

erimination, but lie simply failed to take any
interest i them

“Oakes." said Henton, T did think of going

ashore and asking that Miss Goodrich, whom we
me. at the Casino yesterday to go to St. Mark's
with me."’

“Nonsense, Henton; that girl is neither rich
nor pretty, what's the use of doing any such

"

Hentor, weuk as he was then in moral principlt,

in the absence, too, of any real regard for Miss

Goodrich, dropped the subject, and not caring to
take a run seaward jus then, cast about for some
other excuse. If he had no religious scruples.
at lesst he was like many men of bad morals, a
bit superstitious, and so he bluried out:  “*Oakes,
It's
bad Iuck. Youand I don't care anything about
religion, but it's no use—well, no use running in
the face of Providence, as the preachers say.

“‘And besides,”’ ne added, ‘I promised the crew

Oakes was -

s itsc 1, that seemed ntterly aminteresting to |

swish

P e————————
i
|
| they should have a rest today after our hard run
up from Okd Point Comfort."

Oakes” only answer to this was a derisive
laugh, 8 jeer at religion, amt an unfeeling ve-
wark that bie cared nothing for the crew —they

. wete hired 10 shovel coal and to haul on the
braces,

With that he was off, shouting back as he
lumbered up the companion-way that the shote
party would b on board the Carenaugit at noon,
and then he would “‘wpanchor” and  be off,
;“u-ling to see the Sca G/ trailing behind

im.

(7o be Continned.)

[Letter from Rev. S. D. Brvine.

Dear Brother:
. 1 write again to let you know about my recent
illness. 1 have had a close call.  On Tuesday,
Feb oth, a severe hemorrhage set in, and 1 fully
expected in a few minutes 1o be let free from this
! bady of disease and suffering,  The blood, how-
" ever stopped flowing, and thouyzh the loss great
Iy reduced my already depleted stock of strength,
my life was again spared, and 1 still linger, why
I canzot tell

My sufferings for several months in the re-
spiratory organs, and through general weakness
have been indeseribable; very little pain, but a
stifling, smothering sensation, coupled with a
foeling of general collapse over the entire body,
Truly to me to be absent from the body and to
be prosent with the Lord would be far better.
But I await the Master's biddiug—his snnmons,
child. come home, .

Mrs. K and children have had a prevailing
s eold, but are now somewhat better,  There is

minch sicRuess here and mavy deaths. | think if
~Southern Cabifornia ever had the right to be
{ called the tand of health, or health restorer, it
" has now lost all its virtne.  But § must stop. [
fean't write much; my head s thick, and my

hand trembles  God bless vou all.  Remewber
; e kindly to my many friends. )

As ever yours,
8. D. ErvINR.
San Jacinto, Cal., Feb, 16, 1904,

THE ERVINE FUND,

The following amounts have been contributed
to this fund since Sept., 1903:
¢ WL Newcomb,

Mrs. €. W. Neweomb,
1 Mrs. W H. Manzer,

vrs. Ehjoh Granvitle,
! Per Rev. N B Rogers,
Miss K. I Estabrooks,
© Leverett hrooks, Y
; Mrs Hattie Edgar,
Mrs 8. M. Rogers,

- A - - -
g

1. K Bridges, S0
P Q. Dykeman, S0
Rev I Wallace, on

. Mr, and Mrs. W M Smith,

! Per Rev. C. W. Townsend,

| David Vaughaw,

P H. A. Fownes,

i Harry Hyslop,

{ Mr. and Mrs. T. A, Brauscombe, J
Mrs R. H. Hetherington,

+ Mrs. Mary A. Starkey,

. Mrs E. C. Corey,

R N Y
£3

' Per Mrs. H. 1. Bailey, § 00
1 Edaward Hughes, [
| B, M. Ganong, 2 00
‘i Total, $40 61

With fthese gifts there have also doubtless
heen many prayers offered in behalf of our
afflicted brother and his family. May God
graciously sustain them in this trying period.

W. E. McINTYRE

The following is one of many kind expressions
of sympathy and Christian fellowship accompany-
these remittances:

*‘Dear Brother:

I am sending you today five dollars for our
dear brother Ervine in California. He is indeed
passing through deep waters, and my prayer is
that God may bless him abundantly, and if it
can be the Divine Will that he may again be
restored to health and take up the work so dear
to his heart, *  Yours in Christ,

Mgs. H. L. BALgy."”

Debec Junction, Feb. 17th, 1904,
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