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TRUE RELIGION THE BASIS OF
FREEDOM#*

By Rev. Professor Jordan, D.D.

Thie day is eet apart by a certain sec
tion of the Protestant world to do honor
to a great leader. Those of us who are
not “Orangemen’ are prepared to do
justice and render grateful homage to
the memory of a great man. We are
prepared, also, to admit that it would
be well if the Protestant pulpit paid a
little more attention to history and bi
ography as two of God's great books.
We are not ready to accept a Church
calendar: our fathers caet that off in
their fight for freedom. When it comes
+o fighting for freedom, there may be
loss, the small things have to be saeri
ficed in the supreme effort to hold fast
the.essentiale. But this truth we must
hold fast, which the calendar in its own
way tries to exprees, viz.: that our re
ligion and our social privileges have
come to ue, not through centuries of
eilent epace, but through the lives of
men and women like ourselves, throngh
the toils of heroes and the tears of mar
tyre. We must place in the centre the
life of our Master: but there are many
lives which embody His teachineg and
reflect His glory, and through these we
may find sugeestione as to the varied
meaning of divine revelation.

1f we wish to deal with the hiatory of
our own race in a sermon, why do we
take a text from the Bible which comes
to us from a different race? Because we
find in it the great principles of ner
sonal liberty and eocial progrees. When
we survey briefly the poeition to which
our text relates we find euggestions of
permanent and universal eignificance,
Here is Judaism, a perfected eystem
claiming finality and beginning to crueh
the souls it was meant to guide The
deliverance comes not through scep
ticism, not through rere discounted
rebellion, but through a new revela
tion in Jesus. Freedom and joy came
to these Galatians through Paul's enthu
eiastic preaching of “this new gospel.
The power of living purely was exempli
fied in Paul. He preached out of a
deep experience: he had thrown off a
tremendous burden and entered into a
larger life. They caught something of
hie spirit, and, in a mensure, tasted the
eame life. But when the first enthusi
asm had paseed they were attacked by
fierce supporters of Judaism and found
that it wae difficult to be free. To en-
joy liber.y you must have clear, intelli
gent principles; after the hour of en
thusiasm there muet come the calm
personal faith that can meet the attacke
of the stern traditionalist.

Now we can take this situation and
upply every point in it to the history
of our race and our own life with its
varied problems.

The Christian Church of the middle
ages had become similar in epirit and
method to that ancient Judaiem. Tt
claimed finality and perfection, yet there
was much corruption and much noble
life was hampered and crushed. The
efforts to reform gently from withl.
failed, and the great movement that
we call “The Reformation” became ab-
solutely neceseary. Taken in ite broad
features the Reformation is a movement
in which we glory and of which there
is no need to be ashamed. Every young
man should read Motley's History of
the Dutch Republic; he would learn
that William of Orange came of noble
ancestry, and that a small country may
play a great part. The political history

*Notes of sermon preached in 8t. An-
drew's church, Ottawa, 12th July, 1908,
from the words “Stand fast therefore in
the liberty, ete,”” Gal, 5:1.

we cannot now discuee; but ag we look
back we must acknowledge that it was
good for the nation to have done with
the Stuarte, and by a drastic conetitu
tional change to lay the foundation of
real constitutional government and reli
gioua toleration. We may feel sympathy
for Trish Roman Catholics who suffered
for their loyalty to King and church:
but if freedom was to be won there was
no other way possible.

Who were the men who fought these
battles; When we give due honor to
men of science and philosophy for their
contribution we can claim that the su
preme battles were fought by men who
were inepired by personal loyalty to
Jesus Christ. In France the Roman
Church eucceeded largely in casting out
the Protestants, and she hae paid a ter
rible penalty. First, in becoming ¢or
rupt and time serving, and, eecond, in
being rejected by :lie mass of the na
tion. We ought to thank God that in
Britain nonconformity was not crushed;
but through powerful processes, that
are not yet ended, men of different
forme of faith learned to live together.

In this great movement *‘the foolish
ness of preaching” has heen honored of
God and has played a great part in
bringing comfort, inspiration and guid-
ance to struggling men, Behind preach
ing there ie this grand assumption that
in every soul, in every hearer, there is
a capacity of hearing the voice of God.

We can have sympathy with those Gal
ations. To maintain true liberty is a
difficult taek. Not by scepticiem can it
ba maintained, but only by a pure, posi-
tive faith. Men cannot live on mere
negation. A great historie church, with
elaborate machinery, will always be
etronger than the eceptical, indifferent
crowd. But the attempt to force all
Christians into one fold has had its trial
and failed. In this land there must be
liberty for all who obey the common
law. The hest way to protect our reli
gion ie by making it more intelligent
and pure; a real service to God our
Father and our fellowmen,

THE UNFAIRNESS OF STATISTICS.
(By Ulster Pat.)

1 read that at a Toronto gathering a
Rev. Isaac Hees eaid that the kid the
women of North America wear “between
their waists- and their elbows” costs
$20,000,000; that they spend $13,000,000
on poodle doge; that the people epend
$14,000,000 on chewing gnm, $170,000,000
on confectionery, $700,000,000 on jewel-
lery and silver plate, $800,000,000 on
millinery and drees goods, an equal sum
on tobacco, and $1,200,000,000 on whiskey
and beer, while the highest amount giv-
en in ome year in Canada and the Unit
ed States for missions has been $8,000,-
000—price of a hair-cut for each Chrie-
tian. Tt is right and proper to condemn
extravagance and costly eilliness, such
as keeping poodle dogs and ueing chew
ing gum. But the expenditure on con
fectionery and jewellery, millinery and
drees goods is not“all waste, and since
the speaker did not tell us, and we have
not the means of knowing, how much of
it was neceesary, he would have done
well to omit them altogether. As to
beer and strong drink, both are not only
unneceseary but pernicious, so the full
amount of that expenditure is woree
than wasted; and the figure indicates
but a small part of the waste that evil
entails.

Tt is, however, to the latter part of
this statement that we etake the strong-
est objection. Tt assumes that every
man, woman and child in thie Dominion
and the neighboring Republic is a Chris-
tian and therefore is, or ought to be, a
supporter of miseions. Now this has
only to be stated to show its absurdity.

A large proportion of the money so
raised is for “home missions” to the
very people who are included in order,
one might suppose, to belittle what the
churches are really doing—though, of
course, Mr, Hees was not conscioue of
this. Tt is a popular fallacy that to be
come a Christian, a teetotaler, or to give
up smoking or any other bad habit,
tends to render a man stingy or selfish.
The reverse ie true. The drinker or
smoker spends money freely upon him-
@elf or his boon companions, which the
transformed or reformed man spends
upon hie family, with something over
to aid others and support good works.
But here such statisticiane as Mr. Hees
come in and help the scoffurs in propa-
gation of their fallacy, »nd many a
Christian who is not a public speaker
or writer does his little to spread the
evil report. There are stingy Chris-
tians; but they are a small number,
and they lose spiritually out of all pro-
portion to what they gain materially.
Instead of telling their neighbors of
euch, the brotherly part would be to
pray in secret that they may eee their
folly, cease to be losers, and become
gainers. This is a case in which the fer
vent love of brethren should cover
faults.

It may surprise you, Mr. Editor, that
I should believe anything so manifestly
absurd; but it does appear to me that

the average Christian — real, not
nominal — gives more for what he
regards as “God’s work” than the
average unbeliever epends for the

wasteful things mentioned. Here again
the etatistice work unfairly. In each
branch of ‘“church work™ the propor-
tion per member is quoted, as if that
were the whole. And while ALL that is
spent on drink and tobacco, ete., is in
cluded, the Christian does much that
cannot be tabulated, in helping the
poor, assisting those in difficulty, aiding
the unfortunate, relieving the distressed,
and a thousand and one waye the world
never hears of.

Another mistake of the Church is call-
ing what is done for men's comfort, or
even what ministers to pride, “God's
work.” Tt may be necessary to have a
place of meeting; but the luxurious tem-
ples, the grand organs, the chimes, the
choirs—all these things, while they may
be lawful, are as little comnected with
the eervice of God as are our ceiled
dwellings, expensive furniture and
lawns. Giving to them is not even “lib-
erality’” in the true eense of the word.
One great evil in calling them go is that
we thereby take from the sacredness of
home. That was the plan established
by God for His service. There Adam
trained Abel and Seth. In the home
Abraham ruled for God's glory. Isaac
and Jacob brought up their families in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
The people of God had their stated as-
eemblies, but it was at home that the
true Israelite was to teach his children
and “talk” of the thinge of God.

As Ruskin pointe out, our church
architecture is the sign and the outcome
of the severance of our religion from our
daily life. And the result has been, is,
and must continue to be, disastrous to
the family and to the Church,

Orillia, Ont.

The choir of Knox Church presented
their leader, Mr, J. A. Aridge, with a
mahogany music cabinet and a beauti-
ful chair on the eve of his marriage.

Rev. D. C. Hossack, of Deer Park
Church, has definitely resigned his pas-
torate, and will sever his connection
with the ministry at the end of this
month. Rev. G. R. Fasken,/of 8t. Paul’s
Church, will act as Moderator until the
vacancy is filled.



