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" Yes, especial ly when ho gets hold of largo
words. I really believe he reads," replied
:.[r. Whitechoker.

" I know he docs," said the School-Master,
who had overheard. "1 saw him reading
Webster's Dictionary last night. 1 have no"
ticed, however, that generally his vocaoulary
is largely confined to words that come Ik-

tween the letters A and F, which shows that
as yet ho has not dijipcd very deeplv into
the l)ook."

" What are vou murmuring about ? " que-
ried the Idiot, noting the lowered tone of
those on the other side of the table.

"MVe were conversing—ahem ! about—"
began the ^finister, with a despairing glance
at the Bibliomaniac.

"Let me say it," interrupted the Biblio-
maniac. " You aren't used to prevarication,
and that is what is demanded at this time.
We were talking about—ah—about—er—"
"Tut! tut!" ejaculated the School-Mas-

ter. "We were only saying we thought the
—er—the—that the—"
"What arc the first symptoms of insanity,

Doctory " observed (be Idiot, willi ;> |,.„k of
wonder at the three shudling boarders op-


