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result of his five years of offic. was a net deficit of two anda half niiliions.

of Ind.an foreign pohcy. the problem of Afghanistan. Thennex, ,on of the Punjab had extend I the British frontierup to the base of the Afghan mountains, but the boundaryme was very variable and ill defined. From Baluchistan
>n the south to Ch.tral in the north there was, and tosome extent st.ll is, a .one of territory occupied by inde-penden Pathan tnbes, through which run the passes that
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ear r893 these tnbes nommally owned the sovereignty ofthe Am.r of Afghan,stan. though in reality they were almost
completely out of his control. They were fierce, turbuCand r^acherous always ready for plundering ;xpeditions

barrassment to the government of the Punjab. Punitive

vS Hh 1
'"" ""^ ^^ ^^^^^'^^ the tribesmen :olatmg the mtegrity of the British frontier, and owing tohe good fiehfng qualities of the enemy a^d the mountamous nature of their country, large Lees had To beemployed. In r863, as we have seen, an army of r^ooo«as employed agamst the Wahabis, and in 1868 a force ofT. 000 had to be dispatched to read the Pathans of theBlack Mountams a lesson.

The conditions of the border therefore were obviously
not entirely satisfactory, and it is not surprising that di -
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t.cally of httle account, advocated a retirement to the lineof the Indus The supporters of the opposing view whowere somewhat loosely known as the < iLward School
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avoured the subjugation of the tribal zone and a scientificf-Mt,er conterminous with the Afghan boundary hnrThe
n.ore extreme members of this party did not shrink fron


