
n

counMl employed either dlBCUeied or

approved the action of the govern-

ment In the whole transaction. (Pro-

longed applause.) And I assert again

that the attorney-general has deliber-

ately avoided answering our charge.

(Applause.) Now, ladles and gen-

tlemen, I shall discuss no further

points m the speech. I will only point

out that this "8..okesman of the gov-

emmenf has not even mentioned

section 5 of our pamphlet which deals

with the terrible scandal of company

promoters in British Columhia and

Mr. Price Ellison's connection with

some of them while Minister of Fin-

ance ("Hear, hear!") He has not

mentioned sertlon 6 <m ••iMit)li<-

Accounts^' which shows that the

last five years have exhausted the

surplus of the previous seven, and

over $5,500,000 besides. He Is now

Minister of Finance and might have

explained why the public debt is being

doubled, and why $13,000,000 of ar-

rears on land sales i); kept out of

the provincial balan'e sheet. Sir

Richard McBride informs us that

these arrears are upwards of $15,000,-

000. Mr. Bowser did not discuss the

fact that these arrears are more than

double the arrears due to the Ottawa

government for all Us sales through-

out the Dominion. This is proved ))y

the auditor-general's report on page

44. (Applause.)

Evaded Serious Statements.

He did not discuss our section on

railway guarantees which points out

the coming burden of $3,500,000 year-

ly Interest. In fact, as a gentleman

who sat behind him on the platform

said to me next morning, "He did not

touch one-tenth of the .serious state-

ments in the pamphlet." (Applause.)

No! He preferred to waste time

throwing discredit on Mr. Cotsworth

and ridiculing the Ministerial Union.

He even found time to wa.stc on

me (laughter), and added three

falsehoods to the poi.sonous bomb his

friends had constructed to finish me.

I had made him a present of it at our

previous mroting in this hall, but he

did not scruple to throw it from the

police-filled trenches of the Orpheum

theatre. (daughter.) He says I

lived in Elkhorn, Manitoba, from

1896 to 1911. I was there eleven

months In 1903. He says I got

$1,089 from the Ottawa govern-

ment. If that is so they still owe me
about $640. for all I got for six months

work on the platform in Ireland w.is

$450, and anything over that was

travelling expenses for which they de-

manded vouchers for every cent. Ho

says I was appointed by "Preston of

machine-fame." I was appointed by

the Interior department at Ottawa,

then under the very man whose name
was cheered by Mr. Bowser's friends

when he mentioned it—Sir Clifford

Slfton. But even Mr. Slfton did not

ask me to produce a card of member-

ship In the political association which

supported him. (Applause.) The

fiuestion of political leaning was

never suggested, but if I were go-

ing to do similar public service

to British Columbia today I would

have to do like everyone else, even the

man who is starving through unem-

plovment, and produce my ticket of

moinber.ship in the Conservative Asso-

ciation. (Loud applau.se.) <3ver two

years iiRo. at Urockton Point on

th»' 12th of July, I stood on the

platform alongside Mr. H. H. Stevens

to speak on Irish affairs and my first

words declarp'l emphatically that I

was neither Lil.eral nor Conservative,

but an Independent citizen who would

think for himself and vote according

to conscience for whatever party best

served the best interests of our coun-

try. (Applause.) And I defy Mr.

Bowser, or any of hi- supporters, or

the author of this false editorial

printed hero on the cover of this

Orpheum speech without my reply,

to discover word or action of mine

which has since contradicted that

public statement. (Loud applause.)

,V Confirmation of Claims.

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen,

I have done. I thank you for your

splendid patience and courtesy. I

have trespassed heavily upon both.

But I think I have shown you that the

"best possible defense" of the govern-

ment, put forward by the only man
who has had the courage to face the

question at all, is not a refutation but

a confirmation of all we h.ave claimed

in "The Crisis in 1!. <'" ("Hear,

hearl"! 1 have .shown you how
carcfiilly we have voriliod all our

statements. 1 have not asked you to

accept my word in a .«ingle instance

tonight. 1 have shown you the docu-

ments, given chapter and page of the

government records and other author-

ities. I have proved that, in spite of

the fact that he has access to all the

records at Victoria, the attorney-gen-

eral is entirelv' wrong In his figures,

that he is guilty of gro.ss mistatements

of fact, and that he hns completely

evaded the great issues at the heart of

this whole question. (Applause.) I

claim, therefoio. that the people of

the province of British Columbia have

greater rea.son today than ever for the

nioi-' thorough and most Impartial

investigation ii.<o public affairs that

it is possible to institute. (I-oud and

prolonged applause.)
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