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maintained ; all was pell-mell, and the Outaouaks lifted
up their canoes, which they bore to the land. Such was
this reception, which on a very serious occasion would
have cost much bloodshed. The Outaouaks conducted
the chiefs into their cabins, where the guests were re-
galed.

Although they gave them a friendly welcome, the
Outaouaks did not at first know what measures to take
in order to turn aside these newcomers from their enter-
prise, to the end of excusing themselves from joining
the latter. They entreated the guests to wait a few days,
so that all might embark together. Meanwhile a canoe
arrived, which brought instructions from Monsieur de
Denonville for the march, and for the junction of the
French army with that of the allies. This canoe had
descried some Englishmen, who were coming to Mi-
chilimakinak in order to get possession of the com-
merce; they had imagined that the French were indis-
crete enough to abandon during this time the most
advantageous post of the entire trade.

Three hundred Frenchmen, commanded by an officer,
went out to meet them. The Hurons, when informed
of this proceeding, without seeming to take notice of it,
went to join the English, with the intention of aiding
them; the Outaouaks remained neutral. The Chief
Nansouakoiiet alone took sides with the French, with
thirty of his men. The Hurons, fearing that the Outa-
ouaks, who were much more numerous than they in the
village, would lay violent hands on their families, did
not dare to fight as they had resolved ; so that the French
seized the English and their goods, and brought them to
Michilimakinak. They had brought a large quantity of
brandy, persuaded that this was the strongest attraction
for gaining the regard of the savages—who drank a
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