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same to him, so that there is a brisk demand. In old days 
the peasant packed his grain to the mill and brought it back 
flour, a product for use: Today the farm slave hauls his masters 
grain to the elevator, and sees it no more, neither does he 
trouble to enquire what becomes of it. He has had what he 
raised it for, the medium of exchange—money—and he is 
satisfied. A commodity, then, is an embodiment of social 
labor and raw material produced for exchange

Now for the last question: Why are the machines getting 
larger and larger, and what is the meaning of the continued 
effort to do the work quicker ? How shall we measure the 
value of a bushel of wheat? Why is it One Dollar or Sixty 
Cents, as the case may be? Upon what basis is this calcu­
lated ?

Quite lately the farm journals have given much of their 
space to discussing the cost of raising grain, and close scrutiny 
of this discussion reveals the fact that about $ 10.00 is the average 
cost of producing one acre of wheat. The Government blue 
books for Saskatchewan also added the weight of their author­
ity to this testimony. Now just what does this mean? How 
shall we measure ten dollars? What do those figures, im­
pressed upon a gold disc or printed upon a piece of paper, con­
vey to our minds. Let us follow this ten dollar gold piece to 
its source, remembering that the paper note is but a token. Ten 
dollars will be a certain weight in gold, and gold is found in the 
earth, but the centre of this globe may be of solid gold, and 
yet quite valueless if that which makes the ten dollar gold piece 
possible, cannot get at it—human labor. Gold must be dug, 
stamped, refined and milled ; great machines built by labor are 
used in this process; men must work at these machines. In 
other words, labor, and raw material must come together to 
produce this gold piece. How shall we find out what quan­
tity of labor is required to dig up and refine and stamp a ten


