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JJ^VZ ''"'^">°'-"« F'fi «"nk on the sub-ject? usked tlic Emperor.

Majesty. She was but ton years old when I tookh. It wa. at Mantua. Your Majesty re.e^bershow everything was topsyturvy i„ It„,^ ^i^htyears ago. One day I saw a child running ab:utthe market-place, calling gaily for her LherThe mother dul not con,e. Then the child's crychanged to impatience, to terror and at last to

thT^ .""^''- '^''--^— dead, buthchddd,d not know it then. She had no o;e in

ar d for France ,„ a curt-for I could not walk

ght her weight made no difference, an,, ate so
httl tha she could live off „,y rations and there
would stdl be enough left for me. When we got
to Pans I hired a little garret for her, i„ .o„L
all old house where I live, and Pifi lives there still
I made a shift to have her taught reading and writ-
ing and sewing, and never meant her to go on the
stage. However, I caught her one day dressed
up .n a peasant costume, which she had borrowed,
acting ,n the streets with some strollers-a desper-
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