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May I point out that the resolution does
not shut out any motion or bill. It simply
gives |v|'n‘l'rw|1l|1‘e- to  government measures
Publie bills will be introduced as usual and
will be given their place on the orders of the
day after government business, but they will
not be considered after eight o'clock on Tues-
days and Fridays.

In making the motion which I have, we
are but following the practice which has been
followed at Westminster throughout the period
of the war. In relation to the last session af
Westminster, Prime Minister Chamberlain, on
November 20, 1039, moved:

That during the present government
business do have precedence at every sitting
and no publie bills other than government bills
be introduced
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1017-18 and 1918 similar action was taken, At
that time the then Prime Minister, Mve, Asquith,
sald that every eftort was oL
OHe purpose, successiul prosecution
of the wayr, and that the time was mappropriate
to bring forward controversial legislation on
matters of academie interest,
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My, Chamberlain went on to quote from Mr.
Asquith certain words which I should like
Lo re-quote inasmuch as llu"\' express the
this administration
which they

present intention of with

respect to the matters to refer

Mr, Asquith said:

So long as this order is in force the gove

introduce no legislation of a party m
a contentious charvacter and they will, indeed,
confine their legislative proposals, unless in
some exceptional case, to such measures as may
be found necessary to facilitate, financially and
otherwise, the successful prosecution of the wav,

ment will

Prime Minister Chamberlain went on:

The position same as 1t was

then. We must confine our efforts to the
consideration of those matters which ave
urgently necessary for the successiul prosecution
of the war.

[ think hon. will that in
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at Westminster in this time of war, the
making no mistake. Indeed,
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procedure in this all important time of crisis,
it would I believe be considered remiss in its
duties.
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press in different parts of the country, a
word of which use was again made this after-
[ hope that hon, members of the house
will geek to appreciate the very difficult pOsi-
tion in which the government finds itselfl with
reference to making known to the public from
day to day and from week to week much of
the information which we should like the
people of Canada to have, In the first place
when the government did begin to broadeast
information with Canada’s  war
effort—it numerous welting
forth the work of the government with respect
to the winning of the war—we were accused,
and widely as 1 recolleet 1t,
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of its war effort was inereasingly characterized

putting propaganda, description
as an endeavour on the part of the government
to popularize itself, That is one ever present
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such if\};'l'l"~ill[l as has
that the
government has been complacent in any
to its war effort has
from the causes 1 mentioned. Tt
first of all from the fact that during the ;'t‘l'i(lll
of a was Inadvisable to
introduce into the discussions in a political
information from day to day
with regard to what the government was
doing. And since that time such information,
for instance, as 1 gave to the house yesterday
was of such a character that it seemed advis-
able to withhold it until parliament met in
order that, if was any question with
respect to its authenticity or the fairness of
its being made public by the administration,
that question if raised could be immediately
answered from official sources on the floor of
itself.

[ really believe that

been created in the minds of some
par-
‘ 1
ticular with regard arisen
\1.1\1' arose

general eleetion 1t

fresh

contesi

there

parliament




