
come to suspect that there are as beyond the limits of the inner city, breed fear. This ‘research
many examples as there are ‘facts.’ However, there have always been ducted in the U.S. by researcher Koss

The first instance of misinforma- studies concerned with the general and her colleagues, and 
tion that I shall address concerns the population. Most of these receive tionablc methods 
issue of violence towards women, little press because, despite being sci- stance, one of the three questions 
This is a provocative issue, and one entifically conducted, their results that were supposedly sure indicators 
that occasions much passion; how- are not sensational. All the same, of rape, was vaguely worded and am-
ever it seems certain facts have es- they tell an interesting story: women biguous — even Koss admits as much,
caped the notice of many. For in- and men are equally likely to indulge Furthermore, 7.3% of those who were
stance, though it is true that those in domestic violence (e.g. Gilles and classified as rape victims did not be-
who perpetrate violence tend to be Strauss). lieve they had been raped and 42%
mac, it is a so the case that these According to these reports, of them indicated the veracity of this
?ono/Ctrat0rS w tG he cnminals women were just as likely to yell, belief by continuing to see their pu-
(80/o ,n one Massachusetts investi- __________ _______________________ tative assaulters. If these young
gation) and that they visit this v.o- women were assaulted, we would

lence equally upon both men and 710 difference expect them to know it (remember­
ing that to deny this is to put at

was con-

some ques- 
were used. For in­

women .
That our society appears to be­

coming increasingly violent (for eve­
ryone) is something that needs to be 
addressed, but it seems to me that we 
should address the whole issue and 
not merely part of it. But it will be 
argued, much of the violence that 
women in our society have to endure 
is domestic violence — what if that?

het<WPPT\ thp rmmhpr n°thing thcir intelligence and in-vevween me numoer sight) Ifwe discount the ambiguous

question in this survey, and we dis- 
those who denied being as­

saulted, we find that the number of 
victims drops to between one in 22 
and one in 33. This number is still far 
too high, but it is also far lower than 
‘one in four.’

of male and female 

victims

count

Well, I have forwarded some data on slap, punch, throw things, stab, and However, it might be claimed that 
this in the past, but the quote I chose shoot their male partners as these simply deleting questionable data is 
was somewhat vague. Let me be more partners were to visit such misfor- not particularly _____ ..... .....
clear. A number of studies have been tunes upon them. Granted, women enough. In studies that we well
done on this issue some better were more often injured in such ac- conceived and carried out in care- 
than others. No few have investi- tivity, which accounts, in part, for ful and scientific way (e.g. a study 
gated patients in hospitals in inner the hospital statistics mentioned done by Dr. Margaret Gordo , we 
ciliés (e.g., Detroit). Patients were above, but they were the victims of find
asked whether they were there as a violence no more often than they assault on university campuses is rc-
lesult of domestic violence and it were its instigators. (Interestingly, ported to be about one in 50. Again,
was found that the majority of those researcher Clare Rensotti and others this is far too high — but again, it is
who responded affirmatively were report a comparable amount of do- far lower than one in four. The one

women. mestic violence that passes between in four figure was reached by con-
However, in one such study lesbian couples — further weaken- cciving ‘sexual assault’ as an irre- 

(J.A.M.A. 1984; 251: 3259-3264) ing the claim that domestic violence sponsibly broad sense, and by asking 
there was no statistically significant dif- is exclusively perpetrated by men.) vague questions of those polled. None
ference between the number of male The second‘fact’that I shall treat of us need this sort of‘information.’ 
and female victims. Furthermore, these is that ‘one in four’ university women If we arc really committed to stop- 
statistics — whatever their signifi- js sexually assaulted. This i

Fair

is an in- ping this crime — and its victims 
be validly applied flammatory figure, and serves only to deserve nothing less — we should

target the criminals who perpetrate 
it and not the vast majority of uni­
versity students who do not.

There are other ‘facts’ that appear 
to be wholly unsupported — for in­
stance, the ‘rule of thumb’ is not

cance — cannot

IIlook at it 
this way. 
The only ^ 
place 
to go

mentioned anywhere in British Com­
mon Law, and the bad reputation it 
has acquired is entirely unjustified 
— and far more could be said about 
those above, but I am afraid that 1 am 
out of space.

To conclude, let me just say 
(though I fear it shall fall on deaf 
ears) that 1 strongly object to both 
violence against women and to sexual 
assault. They are criminal acts and 
should not be tolerated. However, 
we should bear in mind that truth is 
a far better ally than falsehood — 
even for the most noble of ends.
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Recently, I have formed theopin formation’ is simply false while ir 
ion that much of the ‘information others it is misleading. I have been 
we are fed by various ‘causes’ is mis- asked to demonstrate this, so I shall 
information. In some cases, the ‘in give two examples — though I have

to

Misinformation on violence

!
i

4

i

1
I

I Saint Marÿs
University

GMAT Prep Courses

Planning to take the Graduate 
Management Admissions Test (GMAT)? 
If you are, this prep course is for you!

The course will offer an intensive survey 
of the math and verbal components of the 
GMAT, as well as helpful tips on how to 
prepare for the test, cope with exam 
anxiety, and analyze test questions.

Saturdays, January 28 - March 4 
Test Date: Saturday, March 18 
Fee: $265

For further information, or to register, 
please visit Continuing Education, 883 
Robie Street, or call 420-5492.

Official-Languages 
Monitor Program
Do you want to help teach English or French 
on a part-time or full-time basis?
You can apply under the Official-Languages Monitor Program to 
be an English or French-language monitor during the 1995-96 
academic year.

If your first language is English, you will help an English as a 
second language teacher in a school, college, or university usual­
ly outside your home province. You will help francophone stu­
dents learn more about the English language and culture.

If your first language is French, you will help a French as a 
second language teacher or work with a teacher in a French-lan­
guage school, college, or university, outside your home province. 
Some francophones will be assigned to institutions in their home 
province.

Part-Time Monitor
You will work between six and eight hours a week for eight 
months. You will earn $3,500. You may also receive a travel 
allowance for one return trip between your home and host 
province.

Full-Time Monitor
You will work 25 hours per week for nine months. You will earn 
$11,400 and receive a commuting allowance of up to $1,080.
You may also receive a travel allowance for two return trips 
between your home and host province as well as a moving 
allowance of at least $300.

Eligibility
To be eligible, you must be a Canadian citizen or permanent resi­
dent and have completed at least one year of postsecondary 
studies by the end of the 1994-95 academic year. Part-time 
monitors must be enrolled in a postsecondary program on a 
full-time basis during their monitorship.

Apply Now!
Go to the placement office of your institution to obtain an appli­
cation form, a brochure and a list of placement centres (see the 
Ontario Circular). Send your duly completed application form to 
your nearest placement centre as indicated in the Ontario 
Circular by February 17,1995. Incomplete or late applications 
will not be considered.

You can also write to:

Provincial Co-ordinator, Monitor Program 
Ministry of Education and Training 
Curriculum and Assessment Team 
16th Floor, Mowat Block, Queen's Park 
Toronto, ON M7A1L2

The Official-Languages Monitor Program is funded by the 
Department of Canadian Heritage and administered by the 
Ontario Ministry of Education and Training in conjunction with the 
Council of Ministers of Education, Canada.

n Council of Ministers 
of Education,©Ontario |^l

£r ^ Canada
Canadian
Heritage
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