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INITIATION TO DALHOUSIE
official publication of the student body, has quite 
naturally the greatest information on the Dalhousie 
students’ campus life. It is with this in mind, that 
the Gazette presents a two page survey of the init
iation situation at Dalhousie.

The views expressed on these “Initiation Pages” 
are the views of the Dalhousie Gazette alone. We 
have spoken freely, not trying to present the views 
of any particular group or class, but our judgment 
of the issue is based on the Gazette experiences with 
Dalhousie campus life during the last few years.

troduction to Dalhousie” can easily be seen by any 
active and interested Dalhousian.

There is no other organization on the Dalhousie 
campus better qualified to survey the student body 
and the effects of this “Introductory Programme” 
than the Dalhousie Gazette. Its representatives, 
which incidentally are also most active in other or
ganizations, reach into many fields. From the sport 
level to the social level ; the organization level to the 
administrative level; the Dalhousie Gazette, as the

In the midst of the 1953 initiation programme, a 
terse announcement was made by the president of 
the Council of Students for 1953-54, Gordon MacCon- 
nell, which abruptly put an end to the wearing of 
beanies, placards, and hazing. In reality, initiation, 
from that day on ceased at Dalhousie. With the 
opening of the 1954 term, the administration con
tinued to hold its ban on Dalhousie initiation, saying 
that an “Introductory Programme” for freshmen 
students was sufficient. The results of such an “in
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V iews on Initiation Program ★★

lures of the social aspect of 
the Gazette's proposed pro
gram. Following these events, 
a serenade by all freshmen to 
all freshettes is to occur at 
Shirreff Hall, the evening 
ending with modern dancing.

QUESTIONNAIREGYMNASIUM MAIN 
CENTRE

THE DALHOUSIE 
GAZETTE MAKES THE 
FOLLOWING INITIA
TION PROPOSALS:

Prior to such an “indoctri
nating program,” every Fresh
man would be required to fill 
out an extensive form, listing 
the students’ interests, and 
giving a complete account of 
his high school life as regards 
extra - curricular functions. ,
The administering of such a to any dozen people and you will
questionnaire would prbsum- Probably invoke a dozen dlfler' 
ably occur during Registra- ent ideas- Most of them wdl 
tion days. During the Initia- centre around the idea of one 
tion Week, every Freshman §rouP of people doing something 
would wear an identification to annoy and make life miser- 
card, stating his main inter- able for another groi^p. Be that 
ests, and also showing other as it may, the dictionary defines 
essential information. initiation as the “ceremonious

Initiation 
What is It?

Initiation 
A Touchy 
Item

Realizing the obvious fact 
that the gymnasium is the 
most popular spot on the Dal
housie campus, the Gazette 
proposes that the gymnasium 
be the main centre of the Ini
tiation program. From the 
gymnasium, social, introduc
tory, and entertainment func
tions will emanate. Other 
centres of campus life, such as 
the “Men’s Residence,” and 
Shirreff Hall will also be the 
scenes of several Initiation 
aspects.

1. Initiation should be rein
stated at Dalhousie Uni
versity immediately.

2. The elements of hazing, 
in the form of oil, molas
ses and flour, are to be 
excluded from the Initia
tion program.

3. The Initiation program 
should be compulsory to 
all first year undergradu
ates, unless the incoming 
student is physically or 
mentally unable to par
ticipate in the Initiation 
program. Students who 
do not wish to participate 
in the Initiation program 
should not be bullied in
to doing so.

4. The Sophomore class 
should have the duty of 
seeing the Initiated stu
dents obey the Initiation 
rules and carry out all 
forms of penalty for way
ward freshmen.

5. The Council of Students 
should form an Initiation 
Committee, whose duties 
will be to supervise and 
advise the Sophomore Ini
tiators. This council com
mittee will see that Initia
tion is carried out within 
the set of prescribed rules 
and will protect the in
terests of the Freshmen 
class and Dalhousie Uni
versity.
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SCAVENGER HUNT 

AND SING SONG
Mention the word “initiation”

The Gazette also feels th,at 
a well organized. Scavenger 
Hunt, an dequally well organ
ized sing-songs are a vital 
part of any Initiation pro
gram.

For at least the last two years, 
the matter of Initiation has been 
a touchy subject on the Dal- 

^ housie campys. University of
ficials, some of them at least, 
have objected to the form initia
tion took at this institution. 
Their objections have grown 
steadily until the present situa
tion was reached: for all intents 
and purposes, initiation has been 
banned at Dalhousie University. 

“ It may well be that there were
isolated instances which war
ranted the objection of univer
sity officials. It could be that 
those instances would reflect a 
bad light on Dalhousie. It is 
also possible that some irrepar
able harm was caused to some 
over-sensitive freshman or fresh- 
ette, but we doubt it.

The problem was taken to Dr. 
Kerr, but the president remained 
steadfast in his objections to an 
initiation program along the 
lines that initiation took here. It 

, is also understood that the sub- 
t ject of initiation was brought be

fore the Sengte, but so far no 
positive suggestions as to the 
form initiation should take have 
been forthcoming from that 
quarter.

As a result, the Gazette has 
„ undertaken to publish what it 

** considers would be an initiation 
program agreeable to all new 
students and acceptable to the 
university. You may or may not 
agree to what has been suggest
ed; there could well be improve
ments made in the list of pro-

* posais as set forward by the Gaz-
* ette, but from the newspaper’s 

point of view the suggestions are 
good ones.

ADVOCATES DANCES introduction into some sect, so
ciety or association.’- Three ideas 
in this are worthy of note. (1) 
An initiation should be a cere-

ORGANIZATION
BOOTHS UNIVERSITY SHOW 

INTEREST
The Gazette advocates three 

dances; the Initiation Dance, 
where skits, entertainment, 
and modern dancing will be 
featured; a special square 
dancing evening, featuring all 
square dancing; and the big 
Freshie-Soph dance, culmina
ting the Initiation program.

One of the biggest features 
of the Gazette’s proposed pro
gram, is the setting up of 
booths in the gymnasium. 
Every organization, sanction
ed by the Council of Students 
is to be represented in a 
booth. The Freshmen would 
be compelled to walk past 
these booths, receiving in
formation from them and in 
turn being recruited by the 
various organizations. The 
Gazette feels that the old sys
tem of having the various stu
dents executives address the 
assembled Freshmen class is 
not only boring, but also 
valueless. Since it is essential 
that all student organizations 
carry several freshmen in 
their groups, it is of the ut
most importance that every 
student have the opportunity 
to become thoroughly ac
quainted with all student 
groups. The booths could be 
in operation while other Ini
tiation aspects were being 
performed.

The Gazette feels that the mony- “Ceremony” implies the 
University should show a ldea of something formal, im- 
more positive interest in the Passive and dignified, and, while 
Freshmen class and should no one suggested that college 
have a representative address initiations should be impressive 
the new students early in the and dignified, nevertheless the 
week. The University should fact remains they should consist 
also tender a buffet supper.

4
FRESHMEN SHOW of a more or less laid down and 

formalized program. (2) Initia- 
tons have their chief value in 
introducing people to one an
other, a very important fact in 
any large and scattered group. 
(3) College students form a dis
tant sect or association. Inter

Other forms of entertain
ment are to include a giant 
freshmen show, to be held on 
an afternoon. At this, every 
Freshman is expected to par
ticipate. Such a show needs 
plenty of planning ip order to 
be a success, and so the Gaz
ette offers the following tips: 
Impromptu dances, speeches, 

.skits, male fashion show, 
kicking female chorus line, 
quartettes, recitations, and in
dividual vocalizing.

BEANIES AND 
PLACARDS

Finally, the Gazette urges 
the lifting of the ban on the 
wearing of beanies and pla
cards. These are considered 
essential in the forming of 
University spirit and student 
acquaintanceship. The pla
cards are to contain some re
marks, but vulgarity is defi- distinct segment of society.
nitely not allowed.

rm_r,___ _ , ,, , Thus the word “initiation” does
The Gazette honestly be- not of itself carry any idea of 

lieves that such a program “one group making life miser- 
would not only create friend- able for another,” and if it does 
ship and spirit, but would also invoke this idea, the soli^ion is
make the Freshmen class Z°™4 in abolishing in-£ , « , mations but in making them
more aware of student groups conform to what they are intend- 
and campus life. ed to be.

ested, as they are all presumed 
to be, in obtaining as much of an 
education as they can, they at 
least have a common goal which 
unifies them and makes them a

SMOKER AND 
SERENADE

A smoker for male students 
and a hen party for all female 
students are two other fea-

k- ■
y


