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LETTERS.

Harrassment‘

allegations
misleading

| am responding to the letter in the
Thursday, October 12 Gateway in which the
Rutherford Library staff is accused of ignoring
complaints of sexual harassment.

My library colleagues and | have checked
into these accusations and found them with-
out foundation. Our records show that in
every case where these students have report-
ed harassment, library staff have either called
in Campus Security, or personally intervened
against the alleged harrasser, sometimes
both. This was made clear to two of the
signatories who met with me last Friday.

The Library is accutely aware that, in.a
large building open to the public, there can
be .a whole range of disturbing behaviour
occurring. We are most concerned about
the safety of our users, and it is for this reason
that we employ staff who regularly patrol the
building. We cannot, however, be on all 5
floors of Rutherford at the same time, and
thus it is vitally important that students be
our partners in maintaining a secure environ-
ment by immediately reporting disruptive or
disturbing behaviour.

We are not a police force. We treat our
users with courtesy and respect their civil
liberties, but, given grounds, it is our policy
to investigate and, if appropriate, call Camp-
us Security. Often the "suspect” has left the
building by the time we are contacted.
Sometimes there has been a misunderstand-
ing which we can resolve with a warning. We
do our best, and, while we have guidelines,
staff are sometimes forced to make judge-

ment calls. They are never indifferent to
harassment. Consequently, it is unfair to
allege that the library administration is “stub-
bornly quiescent” in the face of the kind of:
incidents that figure in The Cateway letter.
The three students would have found this
out if they had brought their concerns to me.
In fact, after reading of their concernsin The
Gateway, | took the initiative which resulted
in a meeting with two of the complaining
students, Campus Security, and the Director
of the President’s Advisory Committee on
Sexual Harassment the following day.

Furthermore, Rutherford Library was an
active participant in filming the University’s
sexual harassment video, and | am a member
of the Sexual Harassment Committee. | have
also been personally involved in apprehend-
ing an exhibitionist in the library and taking
him to court. Library staff are themselves
subjected to harassing behaviour, and thus
we all have a stake in putting a stop to it.

There are a number of complex issues
involved here which cannot be explained or
resolved through the "Letters to the Editor”
column. It is for this reason that | agreed to
participate in an interview with The Gateway
last Thursday. It is important that students
know how to get assistance through appro-
priate channels if they are subjected to
unwanted attention in the library or else-

where, and | hope that the publicizing of -

these incidents, however distortedly, will
accomplish this.

In conclusion, | would urge that in future

The Gateway meet its civic obligations by
verifying the validity of allegations contained
in letters to the editor before printing items
which can be so harmful to staff morale and
professional reputations.

B.J. Busch

Area Coordinator

Humanities & Social Sciences Library
Rutherford North

Give a book to Save the Children

| am a pure-bred Newfoundland, and |
should very much like you to know that |
. have been reading since | was four weeks
old. Which is to say, newspaper was placed
near the door of my friend’s house, so |

might know the obvious: the only dignified |

lavatory for the genus canis is out-of-doors.
As you carry on your pursuit of knowledge
—sevens, eights and nines —and etc,, there
are countless children who will benefit from
your paper’s assistance. In the fullest sense of
the word "humility”, 1 will inform you and
your readers that the Newfoundland is
famous for its kind and life preserving respect
of children. Therefore, when | recently over-

heard that countless students are unaware of
the Save the Children Fund book donation
enterprise outside the Department of Engl-
ish, | was instinctively prompted to write to
entreat your newspaper’s ongoing intrinsic
donation to needy children.

I should fully expect you will be able to
find a negligible bit of space on a back page
of your newspaper to advertise the location,
etc. of the enterprise”. The particulars of
this "enterprise” can be had through ringing

ithe Department of English, and thus speak-
ing with any of the secretaries who may be
available to answer a telephone.

Little Anny
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